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Behind Bars

The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) has conducted
a census of people held in Australian prisons on the
night of 30 June 2005. The National Prisoner Census
covers all prisoners in the legal custody of adult correc-
tive services in adult prisons, but excluding persons held
in juvenile institutions, psychiatric custody and police

custody.

With Liberal and Labor politicians trying to outbid each
other on how tough they can be on crime, it's no sur-
prise to see our prisons are overflowing and those com-

ing out will most likely go back.

n June 2005 there were 25,353 prisoners (sentenced

and unsentenced) in Australian prisons, an increase of

5% (1,182 prisoners) since 30 June 2004. This repre-
sented an imprisonment rate of 163 prisoners per 100,000
adult population.
New South Wales held the largest number of prisoners
(39% or 9,819), followed by Queensland (21% or 5,354),
Victoria (15% or 3,692) and Western Australia (14% or
3,482).

Unsentenced prisoners comprised 20% (5,133) of the
total prisoner population.

Most prisoners (60% or 15,308) had served a sentence
in an adult prison prior to the current episode.

Intending to cause injury was the offence that ac-
counted for the highest proportion (17% or 4,334) of all
prisoners being in prison.

Of the total prisoner population, 7% (1,734) were fe-
male and 22% (5,656) were Indigenous. The median age
of all prisonerswas 32 years.

Changes in the prisoner population
The total prisoner population increased by 5% from
24,171 on 30 June 2004 to 25,353 on 30 June 2005.
From 1995 the prisoner population increased by 45%.

Change in prisoner numbers between

2004 and 2005

Between 2004 and 2005, there was an increase in the
number of prisonersin all states and territories except
South Australia and the Australian Capital Territory.
Tasmania had the highest proportionate increase (23%)
followed by Northern Territory (14%) and Western Aus-
tralia (10%). South Australia and the Australian Capital
Territory both declined by 1%.

Imprisonment rates

At 30 June 2005, the Australian imprisonment rate was
163 prisoners per 100,000 adult population, represent-
ing an increase of 3% on the rate of 157 prisoners per
100,000 adult population in 2004. Most states and territo-
ries recorded an increase in imprisonment rates between
2004 and 2005. The largest imprisonment rate increases

were in Tasmania (22%), the Northern Territory (12%)
and Western Australia (8%). The Australian Capital Terri-
tory, South Australia and Queensland recorded decreases
in imprisonment rates (each 2% or less).

Indigenous prisoners

The number of Indigenous prisoners increased by 12%,
from 5,048 at 30 June 2004 to 5,656 at 30 June 2005, the
largest annual increase since 1999. Indigenous prisoners
represented 22% of the total prisoner population at 30
June 2005, the highest proportion since 1995. Northern
Territory and Tasmania had the highest (both 19%) pro-
portional increasesin their Indigenous prisoner popula-
tion over the year, rising from 556 at 30 June 2004 to 663
at 30 June 2005 for Northern Territory and 59 to 70 for
the same period for Tasmania. Victoria followed with an
18% increase, rising from 186 prisonersto 220.

Most Serious Offence/Charge
At 30 June 2005, the most prevalent offences/charges for
prisoners (either sentenced or unsentenced) were: actsin-
tended to cause injury (17%); unlawful entry with intent
(13%); sexual assault and related offences (11%); rob-
bery, extortion and related offences (11%); homicide and
related offences (10%); and illicit drug offences (10%).
Similar proportions of males and femaleswerein
prison for an offence/charge of homicide and related of -
fences (10% of males, 11% of females) and acts intended
to cause injury (17% of males, 15% of females). Other
offences varied between males and females, with males
more likely to be in prison for sexual assault and related
offences than females (11% of males, 1% of females) and
robbery, extortion and related offences (11% of males,
7% of females). Females were more likely than malesto
be in prison for deception and related offences (12% of
females, 3% of males), theft and related offences (11% of
females, 6% of males), and illicit drug offences (13% of
females, 10% of males).

Australian Bureau of Satistics - Prisoners In Australia Dec.
2005
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....... the lack of ad-
equate mental health
services is now a
problem that the whole
community has to
come to grips with

as 1in 5 people are
affected sometime in
their lives.

Editorial
Because of fear

his edition is featuring one of the most press-

ing social issues being faced by the community

sector both in the Inner Sydney Region and
nationally — Mental Health. While the issues of mental
health used to be the concern of health clinicians,
the lack of adequate mental health servicesisnow a
problem that the whole community has to come to
gripswith as 1 in 5 people are affected sometimein
their lives.

One way the profile of this issue has been raised
is our politicians having spectacular incidents caused
by mental health issues and may be one reason why
governments are now moving on thisissue.

Theimpact ison several fronts. Foremost must be
the incredible amount of human suffering that unsup-
ported mental health problems cause both the person
with the illness and their families. The second impact
isthe pressure on frontline staff who have arevolving
door of high need clients they do not have the resourc-
esto deal with adequately — not arecipe for attract-
ing long term skilled professionals. The third aspect
receiving most attention in this edition, is the spill
over of mental health issues into many human service,
justice and housing areas. This resultsin people with
mental health receiving inexpert and inappropriate
support and huge strains being placed on organisations
that are ill equipped to cope. They find they have to
prioritise emergency situations for people with mental
health issues above their ‘regular’ clients. Or, their
regular long-term clients develop mental illness and
there is no-where else to send them.

In this edition we look at the governments attempt
to address some of these issues; the anguish of a
caring judiciary without the necessary processes; the
numbers of people who end up re-institutionalised in
gaol and the impacts on community centres.

The recent deaths of older people living on their
own and not being discovered for along timeisalso
linked. We are very concerned that the Minister for
Housing can visit an Inner Sydney Department of
Housing estate and exhort tenants to “have a cup of
teawith their neighbour”, while the current policy of
her department is to make this neighbourliness very
difficult by placing huge numbers of high need people
(including many people with mental illness) next
door to each other with inadequate supports. Neigh-
bourliness is happening in DoH properties and needs
government support, not policies that make it harder.

To use a quote by Steve Mark, International Council
of Jurors:

“People in the community.......end up creating abuse
by ignorance — they “don’t become interested”.
Because of fear, they just want to get people causing
problems off the streets.”
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Meet the Minister for Ageing

to Santoro, a Queensland
iberal senator, was ap-
ointed Minister for Ageing in

January thisyear. His CV includes
working as a purchasing officer, a
stint at the Queensland Confedera-
tion of Industry and ajob as political
minder for afew years. Then it was
off to a safe state Liberal seat in
Brisbane from 1989 until helost it in
2001. He was Queendland’s Minister
for Training and Industrial Rela-
tions from 1996 until 1998 and he
introduced the anti-union Workplace
Relations Bill 1996. Santoro was
elected to the Senate in 2002.

In Canberra he has sat on a
number of Senate committees but he
has never been near, nor shown any
interest in, the Community Affairs
Committee that covers family and
community services, health and
ageing.

His background in IR led John
Howard to appoint him Deputy
Chairman of his Taskforce on Work-
place Relations Reform.

The senator isavocad critic of the
Australian Broadcasting Corpora-
tion. To keep an eyeonit he has
established a network of volunteer
radio and TV monitors. These peo-
ple report to him daily any fearless

made by AM journal -
ists during the war.
And much more. The
clear implication of
Santoro’s McCarthy-
like attack was that
inside the ABC there
existed a nest of anti-
USleftists, against
whom it was the clear
responsibility of man-
agement to intervene.

While hisown
career isadvancing
nicely, Santoro has
been involved in afair
degree of chaosin the
Queensland Liberal
Party. Crikey.com has
the following bio on
him.

In the 12 year
long Santoro regime,
the Liberal Party
in Queensland has
distinguished itself as
easily the worst per-
forming State Division
- and has been close
to financial collapse on more than one
occasion.

In 1991, the Liberal Lord Mayor of
Brisbane, Sally Anne Atkinson, lost an

Senator,Santo Santoro

In 2001, with Santo still very much
in control, the Liberals waffled again
over One Nation - and dropped from 9
seats to 3. One of the losers was Santo
himself, who lost the safe Liberal seat

journalism that of Clayfield.

gets out of the As Minister for
broadcasters he has never been near, nor shown any JNErgErw
self-censor- interest in, the Community Affairs Committee EIEIEREE
shipnet. Itis : . . following programs
then reported that covers fam_|Iy and community services, and allof more -

in the Senate health and ageing. Home and Commu-
as aleft-wing, nity Care, Residential
anti American, Care, Carer Respite

pro-union, anti- family, anti-busi-
ness, Green, or whatever bias. The
Sydney Morning Herald described
his Senate inquisition of the ABC.
Santoro asked ABC Managing
Director Balding to investigate the
way Lateline had dealt with film
smuggled out of the Curtin detention
centre. He asked him to investigate
the anti-USbias of a Four Corners
program on postwar Irag. He asked
Balding to justify certain comments
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Centres, Aged Care Assessment and
Community Care Packages.

It appears asif Santoro has been
rewarded with this ministry for his
loyalty to Howard's political agenda,
strategy of trying to ‘accommodate’ rather than for any obvioustalent or in-
Pauline Hanson's One Nation by refus-  terest in aged and community services.
ing to put One Nation last on its how (m
to vote. The ploy backfired massively,
and the Liberal Party dropped from 15
to 9 - losing official party status once
again.

‘unlosable’ election after a campaign
orchestrated by Santo’s team.

By the 1998 Sate Poll, the Santo
faction has regained control of the
state division and embarked on its

Jack Carnegie



resources & organisation

Lawyer to the poor

hen I was first asked to write this article the man
Wfrom Inner Sydney \Voice said “ Tell us about the

murders, robberiesand so on”. | said “We don't
do much crime at Redfern Legal Centre”. (Lega Aid has
many solicitors who specialise in criminal law).

There have been Redfern Legal Centre clientswho've
been murdered (endnote 1), raped, assaulted and battered,
but most of our clients have been ripped off by banks,
finance companies, telephone companies, investment
companies, private lenders, so-called ‘ educational institu-
tion’, car yard and white goods salesmen and organisations
selling kitchen renovations and home alarms. We' ve had
people whose children have been taken by DOCS or by
their ex-partners; tenants who’ ve been evicted unfairly
from Department of Housing premises; and marital and
de facto partners separating. One solicitor represented a
student who was charged with doing something to a small
animal during ‘an artistic” performance. Another assisted
some people whose relative’s urn (with the ashesin it) was
dropped and hence broken open by a post office.

We’ve had two fires in our premises, one at night, found
to have been deliberately lit and the other during the day.
During the daytime fire, one of our solicitors with her five-
week old baby and | had to crawl down avery long set of
stairs, underneath the smoke. We've had people shouting
outside the window when a film crew from a current affairs
show was trying to interview me about a client. (endnote 2)

In ‘the olden days' (as one volunteer law student has
described them) we were in the old mental hospital building
in George Street for awhile. It's no longer there, and that's
probably just aswell. Aboriginal clientstold usit was
haunted, so we got it smoked by Uncle Max. When | asked
him what type of eucalyptus he was using, our Aborigina
community worker at the time said “ghost gum”.

The old building was scary at night. One night it was
storming heavily — thunder, lightening, pouring rain.
Nevertheless, al the clients who had face-to-face appoint-
ments (endnote 3) that night, and three or four extra people
wanting advice, turned up. Only two volunteer night
solicitorsdid. The clients were lined up on seats along the
dingy, thin, grey corridor, facing each other almost nose to
nose, dripping wet. | apologised for the delays; explained
that we were short-staffed; suggested to them that they
could swap to another night if they wished; but only one or
two responded by murmuring slightly. They mostly stared
straight ahead, glassy-eyed. And they al stayed there. It
occurred to me that some of them just wanted to be out of
therain.

After the loudest thunderclap of the night, the lights
went out — everywhere. We could hardly see each other.
We kept working, with cigarette lighters (in those days, |
usually had at least onein each pocket) and candles. I'll
always remember seeing the young volunteer solicitor from

a big firm in town, in her crisp suit, facing into the corner of
the corridor (to try to get some reflective light off the grey
walls) with a massive volume of Ritchie's Supreme Court
Rulesin one hand and a cigarette lighter in the other, both
held up high above her head; a bit of flickering light around
her; and 14 wet, cold, perhaps terrified, but impressed cli-
ents, watching her efforts. (endnote 4)

Thework is extremely stressful. Many clients have
almost insurmountable difficulties. Being born poor is bad
enough. Having amental illness or a disability (whether
physical or intellectual) is difficult. A lack of education
makes things difficult. Not knowing how to read, write, or
speak English, is difficult. (I don’t like it when people say
“well, they should learn English”. The people who say this
nearly always speak only one language themselves. I’ve of-
ten wondered how long it would take them to learn Chinese
or Vietnamese).

Being black in a white society is difficult. Being sucked
in by a con artist is bad (for your finances). Being sucked
in by a con artist can happen to anyone, despite your back-
ground. Con artists are often charming, friendly people. If
they weren’'t charming and friendly, they wouldn’'t be good
con artists.

Being avictim of domestic violenceis bad. Going
through a divorce or separation isbad. Having hopeless
parentsis bad — and | mean hopeless in both senses of
theword. | remember a middle-aged Aboriginal man in
Redfern Street wearing a printed T-shirt which said “Full of
hope and full of shit”.

Being arrested — for anything — is difficult. Being in
prison is difficult. Having been in prison in the past (and
hence having a criminal record) makes things more dif-
ficult. Being homeless is bad, unless you don’t want to live
in ahome — and then, lack of appropriate servicesis bad.
Being unemployed is bad for most people, unless they have
some other form of sufficient income. Centrelink income is
not sufficient.

Not being able to get copies of your own medical records
isbad. Being misdiagnosed isbad. Having assumptions
made about you is bad. People not trusting you is bad.
People not believing you is bad, unlessyou are aliar. On
that note, a person whom | esteem said many years ago
that people with significant disadvantages such as poverty
sometimes have no option but to lie, because if they didn't,
things would be far worse for them.

Having a finance company threaten to take your house
from you when you live alone, at 83 years old, and have
worked as acleaner al your life, isbad. It isworsewhen
the reason the finance company wants to take your house is
that you took out aloan to help an in-law, who then nicked
off with the money.

| have had clientsin all of these situations. Often they

Continued page 7
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Redfern
Legal
Centre
Today

law students and academics, social workers and community ac-

tivists outraged at the injustice created by the lack of affordable
legal servicesfor disadvantaged and marginalised people. The Centre
opened with one paid staff member, barely any money and lots of vol-
unteers with expertise, enthusiasm, passion, commitment and a vision.

Today’s Redfern Legal Centre is motivated by the same ideals of
promoting social justice as the founders. They achieve this by providing
accessible and appropriate legal advice, information and referral.

Helen Campbell is the manager of RLC, where she has been for five
years. Sheisasolicitor and prior to joining RLC she worked with Abo-
riginal and women'’s legal services, aswell as the NSW Ombudsmen and
the Consumers Telecommunications Network.

Helen is passionate about her work, staff and volunteers. She said
legal staff and volunteers work there because of their commitment to hu-
man rights, justice and accessto the law.

RLC usually has up to 300 legal files open at any one time. Services
range from over the phone advice, one-off sessions with solicitors, ongo-
ing support to full legal representation in court.

Helen has seen a big increase in workplace cases over the recent years
from low-paid, marginalised workers who are not union members. She
is concerned about access barriers to the law for people whose English is
poor, are culturally different and are not highly educated.

Redfern Lega Centre (RLC) was established in 1977 by lawyers,

Helen Camp-
bell (on left)
and staff in the
Redfern Legal
Centre front
office

Lawyer to the poor contniued

have many, if not most, of these disadvantages.

But al my clients have been wonderful and interesting
people. 1'd like to thank them for putting up with al the
mucking around that comes with running alegal case.
Despite their own pain and suffering, they have thanked
my colleagues and | with words, presents, and occasion-
aly, with small donations. 1I’ve had huge support from
our volunteer solicitors and my colleagues over the
years, with only the odd person creating problems.

In short, every minute of my work at Redfern Legal
Centre has been worth it.

Penny Quarry, Senior Solicitor, (Credit and Debt) Redfern Legal
Centre

Inner Sydney Voice

ENDNOTES

1. If you're wondering how we could have aclient who is
not alive, she was alive when she first came to see us as a
victim of domestic violence.

2. The client had given me permission to discuss her case
with the TV show.

3. We also provide appointments to speak with a solicitor
over the phone.

4. | felt impressed by her dedication, but also scared. What
if she dropped Ritchies? It's extremely expensive. RLC
doesn’t have much spare money. Being aloose-leaf book,
it'd split into athousand pages, and we' d never be ableto
put it back together again in the right order.



citizens’ rights & safety

Ruddock - all his own words

The following is not an exchange
between funny men John Clarke
and Bryan Dawe, as they do
their weekly send up of politi-
cians. This is for real, as Philip
Ruddock is interviewed on ABC
radio on the need for a national
ID card.

PRESENTER: Would it be acrimeto
not carry your 1D card on the streetsin
Australia?

ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Well first of
all the question is whether you should
have a form of national identifier and
issues about how you might admin-
istrate such a system would follow.
But we do have a significant national
identifier now. It’s called a passport
and people don’'t query whether or not
they should have one.

PRESENTER: But you don’t have to
carry it with you?
ATTORNEY-GENERAL: No, and

the question as to whether or not you
would need to have aform of na-
tional identification which people were
required to produce, and that would
mean carry with them, is something
that you would look at obviously.
PRESENTER: So how doesan ID card
help to prevent terrorism?
ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Well it can
have quite significant import in rela-
tion to whether or not people who are
coming from abroad who may intend
to carry out aterrorist act are able to
move readily without being identified
or...

PRESENTER: People from abroad?
They won't have an Australian ID
card?

ATTORNEY-GENERAL: No, that's
the whole point isn’t it?
PRESENTER: But they’d be required
to have a passport when they come
into the country.
ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Well they
may or may not.

PRESENTER: Well how does anyone
enter the country without some form of
identification or passport?
ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Well people

have entered Australia clandestinely at
various pointsin time...
PRESENTER: Well if they enter clan-
destinely no-oneis there to ask them
for ID anyway?
ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That's not
necessarily the case, isit? The point
I’m making isthat if you do have a
universal system of identification it
makes it much easier to identify those
people who are not included in the
system.

PRESENTER: Do you want an Aus-
traliathough where | can be required
to produce some form of ID as | walk
down the street going about, doing the
shopping, going to the beach, taking
the kids to school ?
ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Well some
form of ID is often required now in
relation...

PRESENTER: If I'm driving a car, but
not otherwise.
ATTORNEY-GENERAL: For a
variety of purposes. If you want to
undertake a financial transaction you’ll
need to identify yourself.
PRESENTER: Well not if it'sin cash.
ATTORNEY-GENERAL: No, but...

ASIO cleared of
being political

In our last issue we reported on the
saga of Scott Parkin and his deporta-
tion from Australia— AS O mugs peace
activist. Since then an inquiry by the
Inspector-General of Intelligence and
Security has concluded an adverse
security assessment which was the
basis for cancelling his visa was based
on “credible and reliable information”
and met the legislative requirements,
according to Attorney-General Philip
Ruddock.

lan Carnell Inspector-General of Intel-
ligence and Security concluded his
report by saying:

Detailed comments on the security
assessment are contained in a separate
classified document “Comments on
AS O security assessment in respect

of Mr Scott Parkin” . For the reasons
outlined in paragraph 18 it is not
possible to put these into the public
domain.

However, | can say in thisreport that |
am satisfied that there is no indication
whatsoever of outside influence on the
AS O process.

The actions taken by staff and the
records kept are entirely in accordance
with normal processes. Thereisno
evidence (or even hint) of outside influ-
ence or any attempt at this. The two
officers I formally interviewed under
oath or affirmation were unequivocal
inrgecting any suggestion that there
had been outside influence or any at-
tempt at such.

Given the appearance of normalcy
and the absence of indications even
suggestive of outside influence, as well
as the firm sworn evidence, it must be
concluded that outside influence was
not attempted and did not occur.
| can also say that AS O had reliable
and credible information (assessed
by established procedures) that Mr
Parkin was involved in activities which
come within the definition of politically
motivated violence in the AS O Act.
Given the secrecy that Carnell operates
under we just have to take hisword
that the spooks working for ASIO are
in no way influenced by politics and
always operate inside the law.

Government closes
satirical website

On the thirteenth of March an email
began circulating that directed people
to awebsite that looked very similar to
John Howard's. Under the list of recent
speeches by the PM was a confession
on how badly the war in Iraq was go-
ing. The ‘speech’ said:

But it should be conceded that an
impartial examination of actions of the
Coalition of the Willing during opera-
tionsin Falluja has raised uncomforta-
ble issues for our Government. On the
face of it, the Geneva Conventions and
core articles of the UN Declaration
on Human Rights have been ignored.
During the siege of Falluja, many Ira-
gi women and children were caught in
the line of fire and some civilians were

Continued next page
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Careful what you say

Community organisations might have to register with
the Australian Electoral Commission

housands of non-profit organi-

sations will be required to make

annual returnsto the Australian
Electoral Commission (AEC), accord-
ing to evidence given to a senate com-
mittee in March. The committee was
examining the proposed changes to
the Australian Electoral Act that could
have serious implications for non -
profit organisations across the country.

Following a public hearing by the
Senate Committee, Shadow Special
Minister of State, Alan Griffin MP, is-
sued amedia release that said:
Changes to the definition of an ‘elec-
toral matter’ outlined in the Bill would
mean that charity and community
groups will be unable to even make
passing reference to past or present
public policy issues —greatly restrict-
ing their free speech.

Paul O’ Callaghan, from the National
Roundtable of Non Profit Organisa-
tions drew these mattersto the atten-
tion of the Committee. Mr Gallagher
argued that the proposed changes to
the act would require any non-profit,
that mentioned in any printed form, the
Government, Opposition or any issue
connected with government will be
required to submit an annual return to
the AEC. O’ Callaghan also suggested
that these organisations may also have

to declare all of their government
grantsto the AEC.

In his submission, Mr O’ Callaghan
stated:
The difficulty arises from the definition
of the term ‘electoral matter’ defined
toinclude:
(a) the election;
(b) the Government, the Opposition, a
previous Government or a previous
Opposition;
(c) the Government or Opposition, or
a previous Government or Opposition,
of a Sate or Territory;,
(d) a member or former member of the
Parliament of the Commonwealth or a
Sate or of the legislature of a Terri-
tory,
(e) apolitical party, a branch or divi-
sion of a political party or a candidate
or group in the election; or
(f) an issue submitted to, or otherwise
before, the electors in connection with
the election.”

He goes on to say
To avoid triggering the disclosure
reguirements, some organisations
would choose to avoid such non-politi-
cal communications, even to the extent
of removing discussion of constructive
relationships with gover nments from
their materials. Where disclosure of
government fundsis required, organi-

Website closure continued

shot asthey tried to swim across the Tigris. It has even been reported that weap-
ons of dubious legality were used in Falluja, such as cluster bombs, napalm,
incendiary white-phosphorus and thermobaric, or “fuel-air” explosives, which
can have the effect of a tactical nuclear weapon without residual radiation.

The speech hadn’t been written by John Howard, but by Australian journalist
and satirist Richard Neville and loaded unto a site designed to look like the PM’s.

Within aday, 10,500 hits were made on the site - then it disappeared. The web-
site was hosted by Yahoo and calls were made to New York, where it was hosted,
by Neville and other journalists to find out what was happening. Yahoo could
find no problems with the site at their end and the mystery deepened.

After three days Richard Neville received acall from Melbourne I'T, who

register all Internet Addressesin Australia. Melbourne IT also has the ability to
bring down any website originating from Australia. They told Neville his site had
been closed following arequest from the Australian Government.

Inner Sydney Voice contacted Neville and he told us that the site was not
intended to deceive people into thinking that this was the actual PM’s site and he
had |eft clues there to prove this, including links to anti-war sites. He said the site
was obviously awork of political satire and its removal had serious implications
for free speech and political comment in Australia.

Richard Neville tells his version of events with the speech at:
www.richardneville.com/

Inner Sydney Voice

sations may be compelled by the donor
provision to identify government as the
source of funding for the electoral mat-
ter. In this case the efficacy of govern-
ment grant programs would be of the
additional administrative burden on
collecting and disclosing this informa-
tion.

The impact on the non-profit sec-
tor could have been an unintended
consequence of the bill, but comments
by Eric Abetz, then Special Minister of
State suggest otherwise. In a speech he
gave at the Sydney Institute in October
last year he said:

“A development of thisissueis how
third parties are dealt with during non-
election periods.

For example, interest groups
with ‘charity’ status spent well over
$540,000 on campaigning during the
last Federal election, according to
returns submitted to the Australian
Electoral Commission. These groups
included the Australian Conservation
Foundation, the Wilderness Soci-
ety, the World Wildlife Fund and the
RSPCA.

And let's not forget the new online
lobby group, GetUp!, who admit that
their primary purpose is to campaign
against the current Government, hav-
ing run anti-Government campaigns
on topics such as workplace reform,
voluntary student unionism, David
Hicks and Telstra. Yet, none of these
groups are required to report annually
outside of election periods....

Therefore, | am examining an
accountability regimefor third par-
ties.”

Other changes to the act will require
stronger 1D for enrolment to vote,
prisoners serving less than three years
will be unable to vote, as they now
can. The closure of the electora rolls
on the day writs are issued could lead
to hundreds of thousands of Austral-
ians not being able to vote.

Inner Sydney \oice spoke to Peter
Phelps, from the office of Gary Nairn,
who has replaced Eric Abetz as Special
Minister of State. Phelps said he was
unsure if the bill would have the con-
sequences that O’ Callaghan predicted
and wouldn’'t comment on whether
filing returns to the AEC would be an
unreasonable burden on NGOs.

The bill is scheduled to go to the
Senate in May.



Patches of Purple

‘Putting on the purple’ relates to women getting
political about their issues.

Green, white and purple were the colours first
used in 1908 by the women who fought for
women’s suffrage in England. These colours
had special significance.

white represents purity

green represents liberty

purple for passion
Are women in Australia in 2006 ‘purple and pas-
sionate’ or are we only picking up the issues in

patches?

The 2006 Abortion Debate

long with many other social issues that are
A under attack in the new millennium, women’s
issues have been slowly eroded. Consider the
changesto:
Childcare—lack of availability, rising costs and
privatisation
Work —no equal pay, loss of pay and conditions with
the new Federal IR legidlation
Housing — loss of public housing, replaced by welfare
housing and the huge costs of buying a home
Wor k/family balance — more women have careers
and do most of the housework and child care.

While these changes have been almost subliminal
and wrapped up in economic reform, it has taken the
RU 486 debate and itsimplied attack on abortion
rights, to bring the women across Australia out and
swinging.

Given the current unprecedented support for the
Howard government’s attack on afull range of
women'’s issues, the success of the campaign to put
the approval of the ‘abortion pill’” into the hands of
scientists and away from conservative theology has
been both relieving and heartening for the sisterhood.
The bill wasintroduced by Democrats Senator Lyn
Allison and co-sponsored by women senators of the
National, Liberal and Labor parties. Asthe conserva-
tive men of the right hit back with abig chunk of
money for church-based abortion counselling, we
got some sense from awoman politician from the
Labor party - Shadow Health Minister Julia Gillard.
In an interview on The World Today with Catherine
Mcgrath , she said

“Look, | do think there is a community concern about
the number of abortionsin this country. | think there
is community concern about how little assistance
people get when they are facing lifetime traumas,
which could then lead them to develop depression and
mental illness. Let’s fix the whole lot, not just look at
one circumstance, the question of awoman dealing
with an unplanned pregnancy.”
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International Women’s Day

Each year women around the world recognise International
Women's Day on the 8th of March. It isan occasion for al
women to unitein celebration of their achievements. While
the impetus for a day for women was the suffragette move-
ment in England, it is generally recognised International
Women's Day originated with the public demonstration by
women members of the International Garment Worker’s
Union in New York in 1908, who were demanding a change
in their intolerable working conditions. Many women at the
time were cast as second-class citizens. They worked in ap-
palling conditions, earned half of men’'s wages, died prema-
turely due to maternal health and were without the right to
vote. Thirty thousand people marched, and three hundred
thousand met them in the park.

In Sydney, International Women’s Day was first cel-
ebrated in 1928 at arally that called for equal pay for equal
work, an eight-hour day for shop workers, no piece-work, a
based wage for the unemployed
and paid annual holidays. Ral-
lies and marches have been held
throughout Australia every year
since. Some of the major issues
about which women continue to
campaign include workplace re-
form, international human rights,
poverty, childcare and violence
against women.

NToTiolL
WOMENS DAY

What did we do in 2006 for
International Women'’s Day?

While a first look at IWD events in 2006 might appear a bit
lightweight compared to the early days, there may be good
reason. The first is that events are meant to be a celebration
of what women have achieved and the second isthat al the
big ongoing issues of work, children, health and housing
now have to be expressed and worked on in a global market-
driven context.

There have been some interesting events held in Sydney this
year. The NSW government has organised its second NSW
Woman of the Year event. The winner is chosen from an hon-
our role of women nominated from the electorate of their lo-
cal MLA. The winner was Sandra Eades, the first Aboriginal
medical officer to be awarded a PhD. The 10 finalists and the
winner were announced at a reception at Government House.
An IWD Breakfast was run by UNIFEM about Women in

L eadership — Peace and Security.

The NSW government has provided grants of $900 to be al-
located to 75 local councils across NSW to hold IWD events.
The eastern suburbs event was the recognition of community
workers and volunteers run by Woollahra Council — see next
page. And finally an IWD March and rally was held in Syd-
ney where the women in Trade Unions group were marching
under the banner.....

" Come so far....yet so far to go” Saysit all realy!
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1975 “International
Women’s Year”

hat things were women into in 1975- all
Wunder thetitle of Women's Lib? In addition

to burning their bras, they were looking
across the broad spectrum of women’s lives - expec-
tations on women as awife, mother, consumer and
worker. Many of these advances that commenced in
the 70's, developed in the 80's and cemented in the
90's are today under threat.

The big issues for women in 1975 were:

Women'’s health — Women’s Health Centres were into
self determination, contraception, abortion, medica-
tion, health prevention and mental health.

Social issues such as sexism, rape, domestic vio-
lence, drug and alcohol abuse, and single parenthood
saw the start of Women'’s Refuges, Neighbourhood
Centres and Community Health services.

Activism- —political activity, rallies (including burn-
ing bras) community organisations and newsletters
Employment — the fight for equal pay, equal opportu-
nity, anti-discrimination, unionism

Child Care— Support for single mothers and wide-
spread use of preschools and playgroups.

For awhile men's issues were on the back foot, but
they fought back and gave us economic rationalism,
which has to be a male construct — except the girls get
to go shopping!

Have things changed in 30 year s?
A 1975 Paper from our library called Impact upon

Australian Women of Funding for Community
Projects: New Roles as Grassroots Activists by Roslie

H Rosenfelt and Sandra Smith opened by saying:

In Australia, women have had the longest opportunity
any nation has offered for participation in political
life, suffrage having been granted to women in the
Commonwealth in 1902 and in all states by 1908.
Notwithstanding this advance in nominal rights,
women’s ability to make impact upon public decision-
making, either directly through election to public of
women, or indirectly through political action was se-
verely circumscribed by lack of legislative action, the
low social and legal status of women and opposition
by men, with particular hostility from organised labor.
Equally significant in restricting the effectiveness of
women in political life have been women’s own atti-
tudes. Early suffragettes were considered radicals and
troublemakers by other women. Even now, when their
status has substantially improved, Australian women
still tend to believe that public money belongs for men
to determine and in large measure they determinedly
remain ignorant about and apathetic to political and
policy issues.

Thirty yearslater the NSW government hasjust
closed down their Office for Women.

Faye Williams speaking at the International Women’s Day celebration organised by Woollahra Council
to pay tribute to the women who have worked hard for their community either as paid staff or volun-
teers in Woollahara and neighbouring LGA's.

Photo Edwina Tohi
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from our library

he Pauline Shelley
mentioned in this flyer is
now the Deputy Presi-

dent of the Tasmanian Industria
Commission. Paulinewas a
single mother living in Rozelle
at the time she got involved in
the feminist movement and lo-
cal palitics.

When we contacted her she
was said how varied and excit-
ing those times were and what
great opportunities there were.
She benefited from the Whitlam
Government’sinitiativesin
tertiary education and support
for single mothers. Having left
school at fifteen she enrolled in
Mitchell College as a mature
age student and studied journal-
ism, where one of her fellow
students was Andrew Denton.

After graduation, Pauline
was offered ajob in journal-
ism in Tasmania. There she got
involved in setting up child
care, became a union organiser,
moved up to secretary of the
union, was appointed to the
commission and is now Deputy
President.

Asfar as Pauline could
remember the money from the
grant was used to establish a
support network for inner city
women who were isolated due
to their economic circumstances
or their language.
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In 1975 Regional Council received
funding for International Women'’s
Year and invited local women to tell
us what they wanted to spend it on.

Have a say in money being spent
on International Women's Year.

A public meeting is being held

to establish a program for women

in the inner city.

Funds have now been made available
through the Australian Assistance Plan.

What would you like to do with it?

Please come along and tell us your ideas

on dnfe
Sunday 8th June-3pm

at South Sydney Community Centre |

118 Regent Street, Redfern.’

If you need child-minding on the day,
or have any ideas you want to discuss
phone Pauline Shelley 827 2831
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T he provision of adequate and
affordable child careisthe
latest community service issue
to hit the radar big time. Due to the
federal governments changes to fund-
ing throughout the 1990's, community
based child care centres have been
failing. At the same time, aggressive
private operators are buying up com-
munity based child care and building
new centres. The most successful and
highest profile private player is ABC
Childcare. The Weekend Herald 11-12
March has run some amazing stats on
their performance:

® Private centres now make up 70% of
providers

® Nationally, one child in five attend-
ing child care goesto an ABC Long
Day Care centre

® InAustralia, ABC owns a quarter of
the child care centres - 850

@ ABC company isworth $1.2 billion
® ABC has bought three private child
care companiesin Australiaand the
international Child Care Group, with
300 centresin USA

® ABC plansto build or take over
200 centresthisyear in Australia. If
we swallowed the Federal (and NSW)
governments line that competition
improves quality and reduces cost,
here would be a good case to prove the
point. Again thanks to the Herald, this
iswhat massive privatisation has done
to child care:

® The child care costs increased 10%
last year and over 60% in the last four
years

® Federal funding for child care has
grown from $200 million in 1990 to
$2 hillion

® ABC gets 44% of itsincome from
government subsidies - $128 million
of its $292 million revenue

® ABC workers have to sign confiden-
tiality agreements about their employ-
ment conditions so low levels of pay
are not able to be verified

® There have been some prosecutions
of ABC for breach of standards

® By 2008, $167 million of taxpayers
money will go to ABC shareholders.
Another interesting aspect to this com-
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d out of business

Tanya Plibersek MP, Shadow Minister for Childcare, talks to the media in Surry Hills about
the need for an overhaul of the child care system.

pany is the competitive and litigious
way ABC operates, so information

to assess standards such as workers
qualifications, pay and safety of chil-
dren cannot be determined publicly.
As recent media reports have revealed,
the level of government scrutiny is
superficial.

It is becoming clear that due to
privatisation there are insufficient
services, they are costly to both parents
and government and quality is unsure,
while private owners pockets are being
filled. One may ask why the federal
government is continuing in this direc-
tion?

Free Trade Agreement is
pushing privatisation

In March 2005, the Federal Govern-
ment began a compulsory competitive
tendering process for several commu-
nity programs - National Respite for
Carers Program, the Commonwealth
Carelink Program, the Continence
AidsAssistance Program and the Carer
Information and Support Program.
Senator McL ucas, Labor Senator for
Queensland and Shadow Minister for
Aged Care, Disabilities and Carersre-
ported that the Budget Estimates hear-
ing said they introduced a competitive
tendering process for these services
because they “fell into a particular
category which meant we had to have

it asatender”. “Also, it was subject to
al the Free Trade Agreement require-
ments which have now been put in
place’. So we are now going through

a competitive tendering processin

this community, even though al of the
academic literature tells us that it isthe
wrong way to deliver human services

- because we have to comply with the
Free Trade Agreement.

In NSW, we have recently seen the
competitive tendering of several com-
munity services including the Seniors
Information Line (see ISV 102) and
the large DoCS Early Intervention and
Prevention program.

Tanya Plibersek, Shadow Minister
for Child Care and Federal Member
for Sydney has been taking up many of
theseissues. In February she moved
aprivate members bill to try to get
the 30% child care tax rebate through
earlier. Of the rebates promised by
the federal government in September
2004, no parent has received a cent
and will have to wait until the end of
the year, only to get apart of what is
owed.

Opinion is growing that the entire
child care system needs an overhaul
and over 40 Liberal and National back-
benchers have released a proposal to
modify the way parents receive child
care assistance from the government.
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Mental Health - the big issue

ental Health is ‘the’ social
M issue at the moment. At last

the suffering of people with
mental health problems has got some
response. We would like to think the
governments newfound interest was
based on concern for our fellow human
beings, but unfortunately personal
suffering does not always bring in
the dollars. Government could just as
likely be responding to the huge costs
of caring for people with mental health
needs as they crash into health, hous-
ing, policing, court and prison systems.
Perhaps we have Cornelia Rau and
subsequent deported detainees to thank
and that action on human services
isapolitical act in the end. Another
motivation might be the number of
politicians and other high profile men
who have been severely affected by
depression.
Senate Inquiry into Mental
Health
The Senate Inquiry into Mental Health
appears to be a genuine attempt by
the Federal government to look at the
issue seriously. As the Chairperson
of the Senate Select Committee said
“there is great community concern
about the topic that has touched the life
of every Australian”. The Inquiry is
looking at all aspects of Mental Health.
Public Hearings have been held around
the country in all capital cities and so
far 1,197 responses have been received
and the report deadline has been
pushed out twice to allow the commit-
teeto read it all. The committee report
isnow duein May. The Senate website
has listed a select number of submis-
sions. One entry details the agonising
attempts of afather to get support for
his son with extreme schizophrenia
over aperiod of six years. His prob-
lems included getting ongoing care;
medication to the level required; con-
trolling his son’s use of illicit drugs;
violent behaviour causing clashes with
the law and the huge disruption to the
whole family.

The terms of reference show the

Inquiry is examining abroad range of
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important issues and we couldn’'t have
devised a better list ourselves. They
will be looking at the success of the
current National Mental Health Strat-
egy. Most important is the adequacy
of services, in other words, how

all aspects of care work effectively

- prevention, early intervention, acute
care, community care, after hours
crisis services and respite care. These
need to be co-ordinated throughout an
individual’s episode of care. Thein-
dividual services need to be delivered
well, so the inquiry will look at fund-
ing and delivery of services, including
private and non-government sectors.
Unmet needs in associated services
such as supported accommodation,
employment, and support services or
government services providing hous-
ing, employment, law enforcement and
genera health services are all under
consideration.

Client needs will be considered,
including special needs of particular
population groups; socially and geo-
graphically isolated people and people
with complex/dual conditions. There
isacall for recovery-focussed care
and services to be consumer-operated.
Another huge issue is the overrep-
resentation of people with amental
illnessin the criminal justice system
and in custody, the extent to which
these environments give rise to mental
illness, the adequacy of legislation and
processes in protecting their human
rights. Social justice issuesinclude
detention and seclusion within mental
health facilities and the extent to which
it is compatible with human rights,
humane treatment and care standards.
Mental health research, its funding and
dissemination of best practice and new
modes of delivery of mental health
care are also included.

Council of Australian Govern-
ment (COAG) moves on Mental
Health

While the Senate Select Inquiry is
underway, it appears the Prime Min-
ister and Premiers could not wait for
the Senate report to be finished and

decided to deal with mental health

at their COAG meeting in February.
The COAG meeting decided to put
$1.1 billion into health care, including
mental health, which they described
as “an issue of national significance”.
Asif the nature of mental illnessis not
compelling enough in itself, another
‘good reason’ given by the COAG
documents, places mental healthin a
market context:

“Their vision includes making people
healthier so they can stay in the work-
force longer”

The COAG communiqué recognised
that “mental health isamajor problem
for the Australian community .....and
that additional resourceswill be re-
quired from all governments to address
theissues’.

COAG has asked senior officials to
prepare an action plan at the latest by
June 2006. No doubt they are presum-
ing acritical outcome from the Senate
Inquiry! In addition to the items being
looked at by the Senate Inquiry, the
COAG report will also get areport on :
@ the impact on mental health of illicit
drugs and alcohol
® getting the right balance between
hospital, community and primary care
® the best type of accommodation for
people who are unable to manage on
their own
® improving participation in the com-
munity and employment
@ providing supported rehabilitation
and respite care
@ increasing the health workforce.

COAG has a'so agreed that the de-
livery of mental health services would
be an integral element of the new
National Health Call Centre Network.

STOP PRESS
EARLY RELEASE OF
SENATE COMMITTEE
MENTAL HEALTH
REPORT - PAGE 17
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How the law deals with the mentally |ll

plight of people with mental health issuesin the

justice system, in the context of human rights.
Within the law, there are many regulations for dealing
with people with mental health issues, but these have not
translated into guidelines for an overall effective strategy.

It is generally agreed that the current problem situation

started with the Richmond Report in 1983 that recom-
mended deinstitutionalisation. The NSW government
adopted the strategy, but without the dollars for group
homes and support services. Thisresulted in re-insti-
tutionalisation for many unwell people into the prison
system, which was not designed to cope. Within the
walls of a prison these

The legal profession is rightly concerned about the

budget rivals the education budget.

The figures on the level of mental illness in Australia
are also frightening:
@ 1in 5 Australians experience some mental health
episode
@ depression is the most disabling illness and makes up
13% of mental health occurrences
® 27% of people with disabilities also have mental health
problems
® Australia spends 6.4% of GDP on mental health, while
other countries spend 10 — 14 %
@ most young people with mental health problems start
at age 15 — 25 so they can’t complete their education,
get ajob or have normal family

people are put out of
mind’s way and for
many people in poli-
tics, thisis the desired
effect - the problemis
fixed by getting people
with mental illness off
the streets. Thereisa
great fear of people with
mental health problems
and these people arein
gaol because we fear
them. Peoplein prison
have few human rights,
which is exacerbated
when politicians get
involved in alaw and

relations.

Some of the problems being
faced by young people seeking
treatment for their condition and
ALMED trying to manage their lives are:
HERLTH \ @ poor access to psychiatric help

On j /// | ® poor accessto dlied heath —no
Medicare rebate

® can’t find health workers

@ no support in the workplace

@ hard to deal with large bureauc-
racies when their circumstances
changeie. Centrecare and housing
@ pressure for acute care beds re-
sulting in arevolving door experi-
ence where they are discharged

as soon as possible and return

order auction, compet-
ing with each other to be
“tough on crime”.

Police lack knowledge, training and expertise to deal
with people with mental health problems so thereis no
special support to keep them out of court. At the trial,
ajudge can have sympathy, but having a mental health
problem does not make the person unfit to plea. After the
trial, judges can make orders for treatment but this does
not transfer into the prison system. Thereis no treatment
in prison. After the person is released, little happens and
the probation and parole officers are not the best placed
service to help.

A vision of where we could be headed is evident in
California, the fifth biggest economy on the planet. The
residents there vote on how their taxes are to be spent.
They end up creating abuse by ignorance —they “don’t
become interested” . Because of fear, they just want to
get people causing problems off the streets. California
residents have voted many times to increase taxes used
for prisons. At one stage, the prison budget rivalled the
education budget. To help people in gaol who missed out
on mainstream education, the government then put educa-
tion into the prison system, so now, the prison education
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quickly for another short stay
® |ack of youth and early intervention accommodation
® |ack of investment to enable deinstitutionalisation.

What can be done to help people with mental health
needsin the legal system?

One solution is to allow people unfit to plead to have
their case reviewed by a Mental Health Tribunal. In
Ontario, the specia Drugs Courts added mental health is-
sues, so before people plea, the court looks at their back-
ground. The barristers who deal with these cases need to
be skilled in this area. Even if we bring in something like
this, our Minister for Health is unlikely to release people
with mental health illness who are now in prison.

Concerned people in the legal profession are looking to
COAG for some answers, especially the provision of de-
cent health, accommodation and support services to keep
people with mental health illness out of the legal system
wherever possible.

From speeches given by Steve Mark, International Coun-
cil of Jurors and Sebastian Rosenberg, Deputy Chief
Executive, Mental Health Council of Australia, speaking at
Politics in the Pub on 24 February 2006
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On the frontline

T he Eastern Sydney Interagency
isalively forum attended by
awide range of community

and government servicesin Waverley,
Woollahra, Botany and Randwick
areas. Members were feeling increas-
ingly desperate as they watch mental
health services deteriorate more and
more, day by day inthe area. In
November 2005, the Eastern Intera-
gency sent aletter to Prime Minister
Howard and NSW Premier lemma
stating that people living with mental
illness in Eastern Sydney arein an
extremely vulnerable position and their
carers and community service workers
are exasperated and fearful for their
health and socia well being.

The Eastern Sydney Interagency
made several demands to improve
the situation, such as having the Area
Health Service provide immediate
parity of funding for people living with
mental illness; implement the National
Standards for Mental Health; take im-
mediate steps to ensure that no person
who needsit is denied amental health
service and stop exploiting the com-
munity services sector which cannot
cope with the neglect of the needs of
the mentally ill people and their carers.

Deinstitutionalisation, without
adequate community care has resulted
in anew forms of institutionalisation
- homel essness and imprisonment.
Access to inpatient care, evenin crisis
situations is now difficult and increas-
ing numbers of still psychotic patients
are now discharged under pressure for
hospital beds. So, mentally ill people
are ending up in prison, on the streets,
homeless and destitute, according to
the 2005 Not for Service Report pro-
duced by the Mental Health Council of
Australia, Brain & Mind Institute and
Human Rights and Equal Opportunity
Commission.

Homeless and mentally ill peoplein
Eastern Sydney are now being released
from hospitals into crisis accommoda-
tion or given alist of boarding houses
and expected to look for accommo-
dation when they are not even well
enough to be out of hospital.

A number of community groups
in the eastern suburbs recently went
public about the chronic shortage of
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service for the mentally ill. They said
there was alack of treatment plans
for clients, problems with co-ordina-
tion, lack of after-hours crisis care and
huge burdens on families and carers.
A health spokesperson denied there
were magjor problems and indicated
that patients were well cared for after
discharge.

Inner Sydney \Voice has since talked
to three neighbour-

ties, follow-up casework, medication
supervision and a supply of regular
meals. In addition there needed to be a
dropin centre where people felt secure,
could engage in activities, could have a
shower and receive counselling.

Michel Lohan from Echo Neigh-
bourhood Centre Bondi Junction and
Lisa Burns from Newtown neighbour-
hood Centre had similar stories of an

hood centres to see
what these frontline
services think of the
standard of services
for the mentally ill.

BarbaraKelly from
Junction Neighbour-
hood Centre at Ma-
roubra said the cur-
rent situation was “an
absolute disgrace”
and has been for a
long period of time.
She said there was
only acrisis service
avallable and little
ongoing care and
case management.
They regularly have
people with moder-
ate to severe mental
health problems visit
the centre who are
alone, sometimes
homeless and are not
receiving any care or
support.

The centre does not have the fund-
ing or resources to deal with many of
the people who come in. There have
been safety and security issues for the
staff and volunteers who work there.

Apart from visitors, Kelly has ob
served an increase in the numbers of
people with mental health problems
who receive Home and Community
Care services, provided by Junction
Neighbourhood Centre. She said the
HACC program was totally unpre-
pared for this and the funding body,
Department of Ageing Disability and
Home Care, wasin denial about the
extent of the problem.

She said the area needed a service
that would ensure the mentally ill
had regular visits to a doctor, activi-

increase in people with a mental illness
using their centres and the need for
counsellors and case workers to work
from there. Both centres dealt with
people that were living in sub-standard
boarding house accommodation and
reported that people’s conditions were
aggravated by boredom, loneliness and
lack of good accommodation.

All three neighbourhood centres are
experiencing increases in dealing with
people with mental health problems
that they are not resourced to deal with
and they are unable to find appropriate
health services and support for these
people.
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Senate releases mental health report

On the 30th March the Senate Select Committee on Mental Health released
their first report on Australia’s mental health system. The report confirms what
those working with the mentally ill have been saying for the past decade.
There needs to be more money, more effort and more care given to this neglect-
ed part of our health care system. There is not enough emphasis on prevention
and early intervention. There are too many people ending up in acute care, and
not enough is being done to manage their illness in the community.

While wholeheartedly endorsing the recent Council Of Australian Govern-
ment initiatives, the committee sees a need for big increases in the funding for
mental health services
The committee recommends a substantial overall increase in funding for mental
health services over time, to more closely reflect the disease burden and to
satisfy the very significant unmet need.

The report recommends that a national system of community mental health
centres be established over the next 4-5 years.

The committee recommends the establishment of a Better Mental Health in the
Community initiative, comprising a large number of community-based mental
health centres, the distribution primarily determined on the basis of populations
and their needs. Assuming one new centre for every 60 000 people, this would
represent 300 to 400 community based mental health centres nationwide.

The senators from all parties have also called for reforms to the Medicare
system to better accommodate those with a mental illness.

Include a new set of Medicare mental health schedule fees and rebates for
combinations of private consulting psychiatrists, GPs and psychologists who
agree to work together or in conjunction with mental health centres under
integrated, collaborative arrangements in the management of primary mental
health services.

Full report: www.aph.gov.au/senate/committee/mental health_ctte/

Private schools double dip on public funding

The Greens NSW education spokesperson, Dr John Kaye, thinks private schools
are double dipping and getting far too much government money.

“Federal Education Minister Brendan and his predecessor, Dr Kemp, supported
their massive increases in funding of private schools by arguing that the money
would make these ingtitutions more affordable.”

“Continued growth in fees well above the inflation rate for the elite institu-
tions and the introduction of private schools for profit proves that this policy has
failed”

“Despite annual subsidies of more than $110 million going to the wealthiest
private schoolsin NSW alone, they are becoming much less
affordable.

“The NSW State government, which gave $50 million to the wealthiest pri-
vate schools continues to fund these institutions without regard to the increases
in the federal government subsidies.” Dr Kaye said.
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Is It a fact?

John Howard's decade of massive
HECS increases means students
commencing university in 2006 are
paying up to $30,000 more for their
degree?

students will be paying $20,000
for a science degree, $40,000 for
acombined law degree and nearly
$15,000 for an arts degree?

students are paying up to $5,000 per
year more HECS because of these
increases, leaving Australian fami-
lieswith an ‘ Americanised’ educa
tion system and massive bills which
they may never be able to repay?

students who commenced their
courses before 1997 would have
paid only $2,943 in HECS (in 2006
dollars), compared to annual rates
of up to $8,170 for those starting
thisyear?

last year the Howard Government’s
contribution to the finances of our
national public vocational education
and training system increased by
just 0.8 per cent?

parents of a child born this year face
abill of up to $250,000 to cover
their child’'s education costs?

34,200 Australians were unable to
gain aplace at TAFE in 2005, up
from 34,100 in 2004?

69,400 Australians were unable
to gain a place after application to
auniversity, TAFE or other post
school institution?

the number of ESL teachersin
NSW public schools has remained
static at 876 for decades, despite an
increasing need for ESL services?

in 1983 there was one ESL teacher
for every 55 secondary student
with English language needs. Now
thereis one teacher for every 110
students?
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education

Government, began in 2000 when the Department

of Education and Training (DET) began investigat-
ing the building and maintenance of schools as privately
financed projects. Expressions of Interest were called for in

2001 and contracts signed in 2003. Nine new schools were
then built - four in 2004 and five the following year. NSW
Treasury recently released their own review of the process
and have announced another nine new schools will be built
by the private sector.

According to Treasury, getting the private sector involved
makes the whole process quicker and cheaper. The then
Finance Minister Michael Costa said that they saved
taxpayers $10 million and got the schools two years earlier
than “using traditional financial methods”

Greens MP and education spokesperson Lee Rhiannon
said that Michael Costa's plan to expand the involvement
of the private sector in public schools was more about his
obsession with balancing the budget than delivering quality
public education.

“When Minister Costa states that the new Public Private

Partnerships in building and operating schools saves money
he is misleading the public. The public will pay rent for
these schools for decades,”

“Private corporations are not interested in building and
using school facilities to benefit the public. Their aim is to
make money”.

Simon Benson, writing in the Telegraph, saw Treasury’s
report as a strong pointer for schools to raise more of their
own funds. His said in his piece in January :

“Schools will be urged to enter into money-making
schemes such as providing childcare services or hiring out
facilities to private organisations in a plan aimed at generat-
ing new revenue.”

The NSW Treasury plan applies to new public schoals,

T he New Schools Project, an initiative of the Carr
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Glenwood High -
built and
operated by
Axiom Education

T

to be built and operated with the assistance of the private
sector.

While the State Government insists the commercia ac-
tivities would not compromise educational values, teachers
fear the influence of business could conflict with the best
interests of students.

The Government has not specified what commercial
activities may be allowed but has opted not to place restric-
tions, apart from prohibiting anything that might conflict
with educational policy of the school. However, in planning
for future privately built schools, Treasury commented that
abattle for control of the schools between the principal and
private consortium could take place.

The contractor for the first nine schools was Axiom, a
consortium five companies including Hansen Yuncken,
Spotless and St Hilliers. They areinvolved in avariety of
property management, labour hire, catering, financial, bank-
ing and investment enterprises.

St Hilliersis a property group providing expertise and
services in contracting, design management, property devel-
opment, asset management and funds management.
Spotlessis publicly listed in Australiaand New Zealand
and isin the top 200 listed companies by market capitalisa-
tion. Hanson Yuncken is one of the largest privately owned
construction companiesin Australia

Axiom provides their own on-site manager for each
school who deals with maintenance, security, furniture, con-
tractors, maintaining the grounds etc. These managers will
also be responsible for commercial activities at the schools
and Treasury has indicated there is the potential for conflict
with the school principals.

While Treasury feels the whole exercise has been an
outstanding success, their review is based on just one years
operation at these new schools. Axiom will be required
to provide cleaning, maintenance, security, safety, util-

continued next page
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Tough
times for
student
unions

adow Minister for Education, Jenny Macklin M P, turned up at the University of NSW for Orientation Week in Feb-
Suwy, to see the last group of students who will have to pay union fees. The new bill, which bans compulsory student

nionism, will comeinto force from the 1st July 2006. The bill makesit illegal for universities to charge a compul-
sory levy on students for arange of services and facilities. She said apart from loss of amenities the legislation would lead

to the loss of 4000 jobs across Australia.

Kirstin Hunter president of The Source (formerly the student union), said that they currently take in $9.5 million in fees
and that could drop to 10-20% of that figure when VSU comes in. The types of services that will be cut or disappear in-
clude legal aid, childcare, advocacy, retail outletsincluding the cafeteria and bar, information and publications. Retail items
will become more expensive on campus as they are subsidised by the compulsory fees. Hunter said the only hope of retain-
ing amenities for students would be if UNSW makes up the huge shortfall that will happen in July. This appears unlikely
given the budget cuts that universities are experiencing.

Play it again

NSW Premier, Morris lemma, has an-
nounced that it will be compulsory for
all schoolsto play the national anthem
at assemblies from the beginning of
this school year. Apparently lemma
thinks thisis going to stop young
people joining gangs and going on a
rampage like they did at Cronulla.
The president of the NSW Teachers
Federation, Maree O’ Halloran, is not
impressed with idea calling it window
dressing and said it will not stop social

Public schools continued

ity, furniture, equipment and grounds
maintenance and other servicesfor
these school buildings until 31 Decem-
ber 2032, when the buildings will be
handed over to DET.

In its first two months of operating
the schools, Axiom incurred fines of
$3500 by the State Government for be-
ing too slow to deal with maintenance
problems. The Public Service Associa-
tion disputes this figures, saying that
$11,000 in fines had been levied at one
school alone, over the same period.0

Inner Sydney Voice

divisions in the community. She called
on the Premier to invest more money
in public schools to help address social
problems (NSW schools have amain-
tenance backlog of over $100 million)
and to help build bridges across differ-
ent cultural and religious groups.

Free university

If you are a pensioner or self-funded
retiree earning less than $36,000 p.a.
you can enrol in an Australian univer-
sity and never have to pay any fees.

The FEE-HEL P program pays the
feesfor Australian citizens at any
Australian university up to a maximum
of $50,000. The fees are paid directly
by the government to the university,
once you have enrolled. You only start
paying the money back when your in-
come exceeds $36,185 p.a. Pensioners
can be very secure in knowing they’ll
never have to repay and self-funded
retirees earning less than that amount
are also safe. If your income exceeds
$36,185 in any year then you have to
pay a proportion:

$36,185 - $ 40,306 p.a. you need to
pay 4% increasing in eight bands up to
an income of $67,200 p.a. where you
need to pay back 8%.

If you die, the debt is cancelled and
does not have to be repaid from your
estate.

FEE-HEL P can be used to pay for
courses provided by Open Universi-
tiesAustralia, where you can study for
adegree without any entry require-
ments. Open Universitiesis a consor-
tium of seven universitiesincluding
Macquarie, Monash and RMIT. The
courses are identical to those done on
the campus, except you do them at
home and at your own pace.

Unfortunately Inner Sydney \oiceis
not the only one to have noticed this.
The Centre for Independent Studies
has released a paper calling on the
government to restrict loans to those
who are most likely to have the ability
pay it back, just like banks. They also
suggested claiming back loans from
peopl€’s estates.

Open Universities: www.open.edu.au
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Living and Dying in Public Housing

Garry Mallard writes: if people are withdrawing on the estates it's because of

Housing Department policies.

€'ve all seen and heard the reports — people
Wdiscovered in various stages of decomposi-

tion in public and private housing — apparent-
ly dying alone, their passing unnoticed by the commu-
nity in which they’ ve lived.

One of the more unreasonable, some would say offen-
sive statements reported in the media, has been attrib-
uted to NSW Minister for Housing, Cherie Burton MP;

“Public housing tenants should take responsibility for
the future of their communities — and that includes be-
ing agood neighbour” (Herald Sun, March 7th 2006).

The inference of this statement, drawn from a
Ministerial mediarelease, is clear. People are dying
‘lonely deaths' because public housing tenants are fail-
ing in their duty of care; because they are irresponsible
neighbours. The Minister goes on to suggest a number
of remedial strategies aimed at putting an end to the
‘lonely deaths' phenomenon.

If lives are to be saved, aid must be rendered quickly,
when it'srequired. The Minister’s suggestions, while
almost certain to improve the quality of advice provided
by the Medical Examiner, are unlikely to be very effec-
tivein the war against lonely deaths. There are far more
practical and efficient ways of accomplishing a fast and
helpful response than relying on scheduled visits and
community activities to identify a‘missing person’.

As| sit pondering recent mediareports, it occurs
to me that there is no evidence, whatsoever, that | am
aware of — no research, no poll results — to support the
suggestion that the recent discovery of a number of
decomposing bodies can be attributed to alack of com-
munity spirit. Such suggestions are the stuff of cynical,
emotive guesswork at best, aimed at satisfying the wider
community’s demand for action, while attributing blame
to those who have no voice with which to challenge al-
legations that they quite probably find offensive.

There is an alternative explanation for the lonely
deaths phenomenon; one which is every bit as carefully
researched as the Minister’s well publicised negligent
neighbour hypothesis, yet it has not enjoyed the same
level of media exposure.

Elderly public housing tenants began to withdraw
from their communities around the same time that state
Labor’s plans to tighten eligibility criteriaand limit
tenure began to filter through the community. It is not
dysfunctional communities the elderly withdraw from,
but rather hard-line economic rationalist policies aimed
at rationing dwindling stock and gradually eroding secu-
rity of tenure. Theimpact of statements such as,
“Public housing is supposed to be a hand up, not a hand

out for life” have been extremely unsettling for the
elderly, who are deeply concerned that even tougher
‘reforms’ might be just around the corner.

If the elderly are uncertain about the future, might
they not be inclined to hunker-down, keeping to them-
selves in the belief that by maintaining a low profile
they may not be asked to make way for someone more
deserving?

Further, one might speculate that some tenants are
keeping to themselves because they are afraid that some
well-meaning neighbour or bureaucratic do-gooder with
mandatory reporting obligations will determine that they
are not ‘coping’, and that this might result in a one-way
ticket to institutionalised care.

The Department of Housing is not in the community
building business anymore. The recipe for a healthy
community includes many ingredients — tolerance,
optimism, energy, health, pride and security of tenure
among them. But the most important ingredient of al is
diversity.

Garry Mallard

Garry Mallard - Coordinator, The National Tenant Support Network,
activist and Bega public housing tenant on a recent visit to Waterloo
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material needs
Budget Battle

NCOSS is pitching for the battlers while
Australian Business Limited wants
community services cut

eorge Monbiot in arecent piece in the UK
GGuardian wrote: “Never underestimate the

self-pity of the ruling classes. In the submis-
sion it made to the chancellor’s pre-budget report the
Confederation of British Industry demanded that the
government spend less on everything except busi-
ness.”

Closer to home we have lobby group Australian
Business Limited (ABL) making a similar submission
to the Audit of Government Expenditure NSW. Titled
Kickstart NSW, ABL wants to slash what they see as
unnecessary and wasteful spending. Their targets are
alarge number of important and valuable community
and public services used by the people of NSW. Many
of the cuts would impact on public housing tenants,
women, children, pensioners, prisoners, the chronical-
ly ill, and people with disabilities. Kickstart also tar-
gets government expenditure on transport, the environ-
ment, the arts, independent film and TV production.

In representing the interest of the businesses and
their shareholders, ABL have made an attempt to wind
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back expenditure that goes towards the common good

ﬁ;}ﬁ;‘gg"‘ and the lesswell off. Their suggestionsinclude:

Limited Abolish the Community Relations Commission and
contract out the provision of Government translation
services.

Reduce the Department of Transport policy staff costs
by 50%

Abolish the NSW Film and Television Office
Abolish the Back to School Allowance for Primary,
Secondary and Non-Government Schools

Reduce Sydney Water Pensioner Concession by 50%
Abolish Commission for Children and Young People
Increase the level of cost recovery for sport and
recreation services

Reduce the average cost of imprisonment per day

in NSW to comparable benchmarks in part through
increasing privatisation levels within the NSW prison
system.

M ove service costs for disability services towards
interstate benchmarksin part by reducing administra-
tion costs.

Reduce the differential between the NSW and
Australian expenditure per child for child protection

Continued page 22
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New homeless service

new $1.5 million partnership
Abetween the NSW Govern-

ment and the City of Sydney
to help combat inner city homeless-
ness was launched on the 2nd March.
The launch coincides with the fourth
National Homelessness Conference.

NSW Housing Minister Cherie
Burton and Sydney Lord Mayor
Clover Moore MP announced that the
Haymarket Foundation and Mission
Australiawould be funded to provide
the service.

Ms Burton said the new service
combines a number of existing serv-
ices into one streamlined service that
aimsto tackle the homeless problem in
the city.

“This new outreach service will
combine State and Local Government
services to better meet the needs of
homeless people in the inner city,” Ms
Burton said.

“By working together we will im-
prove the way we support people who
are homeless, helping them to find

effective support.”

“Thisisagreat example of how
State and L ocal Governments can
work together in partnership to better
deliver servicesto those most in need.”

“This new serviceis about better
addressing the problem of homeless-
ness in the inner city by taking amore
targeted and effective approach.”

Ms Moore said that thiswas anim-
portant partnership between the State
Government and the City of Sydney
Council and community organisations.

“By working together we will im-
prove the way we support people who
are homeless, helping them to find
accommodation or access health or
mental health services, other commu-
nity support services and provide them
with effective support to do this.”

“By pooling resources, State and
Local Government services can now
work together with one more effective
service model for outreach and support
for homeless people in Sydney.”

“Skilled workers will go out onto the
streets of Sydney to locate homeless

people, at night and during the day,
and offer them support services and
accommodation.”

“Where homeless people are willing
to take accommodation, the workers
will support them and help them to
independently sustain atenancy.”

Mission Australia and the Haymar-
ket Foundation will receive funding
for three years to manage the service,
with a possible extension of funding
for an additional two years pending an
evaluation.

The Department of Housing and the
City of Sydney have jointly funded
the new service with a contribution
from the Department of Community
Services. The new service will work
closely with other agencies in the inner
city to provide services such as needs
assessments, health care, counselling,
transport, referrals to support agencies
and sustainable housing options.

It will operate across the inner city
and target rough sleepersin Darlin-
ghurst, Kings Cross, Redfern, Surry
Hills, Woolloomooloo, Sydney CBD,
Circular Quay, Pyrmont, Ultimo,
Broadway and Haymarket.

accommodation and provide them with

Budget Battle continued

services and out-of-home services by 75%.

I ncrease housing user charges to the Commonwealth
Grants Commission standardised assessment for NSW.

I ncrease public hospital patient fee levels and eliminate
the difference between NSW standardised assessment
and actual revenue.

Abolish the Office of Women.

Likein the UK, our own ruling classis engaged in
arelentless battle to redistribute public wealth back to
themselves.

Unlike the Australia Business Limited's mean and
self-serving attempt to redirect money to the wealthy,
the NCOSS submission is a detailed and reasonable
argument for increasing funding for human services
in NSW. The submission also suggests how the extra
funding can beraised by an increase in payroll tax, a
parking space levy in the CBD and a congestion charge
for cars driving into central Sydney. Thiswould produce
an additional $200 million in revenue to fund services to
those who need them in NSW.

The NCOSS submission included the following ex-
penditure:

Increase funding to the Domestic Violence Court
Assistance Scheme (DVCAYS) to provide amore
equitable, cohesive and consistent response to domestic
violence and improved victim safety. Cost: $1.136m

22

Strengthen the NSW Gover nment’sresponseto the
vast unmet need within the Home and Community
Care Program and to secure ongoing viability of serv-
ice provision in real terms. This would ensure sufficient
growth funding to allow existing services to meet ex-
pansion in the HACC target group and provide sufficient
growth funding to allow for targeting of new servicesto
meet greater and evolving needs. Cost: $37.49m p.a.
Rapidly acceler ate the availability of appropriate ac-
commodation and support for adults with disability
by providing improved access to support options which
conform to the NSW Disahility ServicesAct for people
with disability in NSW. Thiswould lead to increased in-
dependence and community participation of people with
disability and areduction in the unnecessary escalation
of crisis. Cost: $54.5m p.a. plus $7.5m capital
Ensure the sustainability of services funded under
the Community Services Grants Program by en-
hancing the program’s capacity to deliver services that
support communities through community devel opment,
prevention and early intervention. By doing this, com-
munities are strengthened and supported and local needs
identified and met. Cost: $17.5m — immediate fixed
costs and program requirements.

The full submission (90 pages) can be downloaded
from: www.ncoss.org.au/bookshelf/
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Stick with the
sisters; not the

party

Liquor, Hospitality & Miscellane-
ous Union secretary Annie Owens
has called for arevolt by women
coalition MPsto insist the Federal
Government provide proper funding
for childcare. Ms Owens made the
comments after Federal Minister for
Community Services, Ma Brough,
attacked the union’s childcare wages
win.

“You can't keep thisindustry alive
on the backs of poorly paid women.
It's unjust. The Federal Government
has to get serious about funding
childcare,” Annie Owens said.

“ We're hoping that Jackie Kelly
will lead by sitting down with her fe-
male political colleagues from across
all the parties to find a good, positive,
solution to the problems of this sector
- a solution which the Government,
the community, parents and the child-
care workforce can support.”

“ It's International Women’s Day
today - now isthe day for the women
in Federa Parliament to throw off the
shackles of their respective political
parties.”

“ These female political repre-
sentatives should also speak out
together to defend the principle of
pay equity for all Australian women,”
Ms Owens said.

Inner Sydney \Voice spoke to Annie
Owens following the Industrial Rela-
tions Commission decision. Owens
said the win was possible after years
of struggle because of the principle
of pay equity established in NSW,
following atest case by Unions NSW
two years ago. She added that such a
win would be impossible under the
new federal IR laws.

Ms Owens said that conditions for
workersin the childcare sector still
needed improving, as sick leave was
inadequate and workers were often
required to work additional unpaid
hours programming activities and
attending meetings.

She was scathing of Employers
First chief executive Steve Bracks
who had argued for a decrease in
wages for childcare workers. “This

employment

was anew low by employers and their
representatives.” she said.

Childcare workers will receive
increases every six months for the next
two years. Depending on their quali-
fications and experience, workers will
receive an extra $70 to $166 a week.

Maybe these
unemployed are

unemployable

The opening chapters of the Draft
Employment and Enterprise Plan put
out by the Redfern Waterloo Authority,
givetherationale for selling off large
chunks of government land in Redfern
and Waterloo as ..jobs...jobs....jobs.
The Plan claims that 18,000 jobs will
be created. Our analysisis that most
of the 18,000 jobs will go to people
who live outside the area or to new
residents.

The fundamental premiseis that
“Wealth creation is seen as an antidote
to welfare dependency.” The experi-
ence of disadvantaged peopleis quite
the opposite - that wealth creation
tends to create more wealth for the
wealthy. Not enough will ‘trickle
down’ to people living in Redfern and
Waterloo on welfare support. Wealth
from the RWA changes will go to
developers, businesses and the state
government.

The RWA Plan is very excited that
one third of the population is on wel-
fare support. The document implies
that these people will be able to start
work, once the jobs are here and train-
ing completed. Organisations working
with people on welfare support know
that the real situation is much more
difficult. People are usually on welfare
support because they cannot work for
some very good reasons - they have
adisahility, they areill, they are old,
have young children or are young
children.

The concentration of people who are
unableto work isadirect result of De-
partment of Housing policy, which has
put large numbers of people together
with high socia support needs. Only
asmall proportion will be able to take

advantage of work training and job
creation. Our concern isfor the great
majority of DoH residents for whom
the RWA initiatives will provide no
benefit.

The strategy of diluting local * dif-
ficult’ people with large numbers of
outside workers and residents is at
the heart of the RWA Planto ‘im-
prove’ Redfern and Waterloo. We are
very concerned that people on wel-
fare benefits will become unwelcome
in their own suburbs - between their
pressured housing estate and a hostile
suburb full of aspirational people
who want them gone — areal recipe
for disaster.

Community
workers to be

paid more

The Full Bench of the NSW Industri-
al Relations Commission has handed
down its decision on along running
case around arange of union and
employer claims and established a
new Social and Community Services
Employees (State) Award (2006).
The decision, based on an increase
in work value, provides for annual in-
creases of 3.5% per year from 1 July
2006, 1 July 2007 and 1 July 2008.
There is aso the capacity for the
Australian Services Union to pursue a
case from 1 September 2006 for new
Level 7 and Level 8 classifications.

IR laws bite back

New research conducted by the
Australian Council of Trade Unions
shows that the public are deeply op-
posed to the Howard Government’s
new IR laws and that the community
believes the laws show the Govern-
ment is acting in the interests of big
business over the rights of Australian
working families.

The research shows that less than
onein four Australians support the
laws, and that almost 70% believe
that while the laws will benefit big
corporations and CEOs, they will hurt
ordinary families.

Inner Sydney Voice
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Manufacturing the future
In Redfern and Waterloo

edfern-Waterloo Minister
RFrank Sartor has released the
Built Environment Plan for
public comment, detailing the Govern-
ment’s blueprint for 444,000 square
metres of new employment space and
2,000 new dwellings.

Mr Sartor said the strategy isthe
third and final element of Stage One of
the Redfern Waterloo Plan to promote
socia and economic revitalisation.
“The best way to deliver long-term
improvements for residents of Redfern
and Waterloo is by creating more job
opportunities,” Mr Sartor said. “The
Redfern-Waterloo Authority is already
implementing plans to streamline
human servicesin the area. | can aso
announce that an Employment and
Enterprise Plan for the area has been
adopted by Cabinet which targets the
creation of 18,000 new jobs.

“Today’s draft Built Environment Plan
shows how those jobs will be pro-
vided by regenerating strategic largely
state-owned sites to establish a new
Town Centre around Redfern Railway
Station as a hub for community and
commercial activity.”

That's the spin, but will it happen?
The RWA has no money for these
plans - that’s to come from develop-
ers. There hasn’t been any commercial
development in this areafor along
time; in fact the trend has been in the
opposite direction, with industries
closing down and residential develop-
ments taking their place. The RWA is
relying on alot of things going right
for them if they're to pull this off. A
slight downturn in the economy would
scuttle the whole show.

Sydney Mayor Clover Moore was
not impressed with the plan, saying in
amediarelease:

“1 am concerned that this Plan may
not benefit local residents, at least for
some years. Instead, they could suf-
fer aloss of amenity from increased
development without any immediate
improvementsto infrastructure, open
space, public domain, community
facilitiesor transport.”
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Sydney Lord Mayor Clover Moore and Councillor Marcelle Hoff
sit in the public gallery at a Redfern Waterloo Authority meeting,
to hear what's planned for Redfern & Waterloo

Residents have been given two
months to comment on the draft plan;
not that the RWA has shown much in-
terest in what locals think and because
of the draconian RWA legislation they
can do what they like anyway.
There'salot of the old Redfern and
Waterloo that people want to keep.
Thisincludes buildings, the eclectic
social mix, astrong aboriginal pres-
ence, a sense of community and a
lack of toffs. Init's twelve months of
existence, the RWA has shown little
inclination that it intends to make pres-
ervation a priority.

Geoff Turnbull from REDwatch has
waded through the seventy page Draft
Built Environment Plan to give a sum-
mary of what the RWA hasin mind.
Australian Technology Park
The current ATP Master Plan isto be
revised to increase floor space ratios
with maximum heights increasing
from 9 to 11 storeys. RWA estimates
the final ATP floor space will increase
by 20% to 200,000 square metres

providing 5,000-8,000 jobs. Approxi-
mately four times the current size.
North Eveleigh

Plans for the disused railway land
between Wilson St and the railway line
will see the old Carriage Workshop be-
ing renovated as a Contemporary Per-
forming Arts facility in the middle of
the site. On the western end, the RWA
propose a predominantly residential
development with mixed business and
residential closer to Redfern station.
Heights to be from 4 to 10 storeys
with 16 storey iconic building towards
Redfern Station.

South Eveleigh

Currently railway land to the north
west of ATP will provide for further
ATP expansion with 2:1 FSR and 4

to 12 storey heightsand is zoned as
Business Park and Special Purpose

— Infrastructure. No zoning changes
are proposed for adjoining private and
DoH residential land.

continued page 26
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A mountain
of mobiles

According to the Australian Mobile
Telecommunications Association
(AMTA) the number of Australians
with amobile phone will rise from
81% to a staggering 94% this year.
That will be 19 million of ususing
mobiles and we also tend to replace
them every 2 years. Australians have
purchased over 30 million mobile
phones in the past decade and 6 mil-
lion were sold last year.

Mobiles and their batteries contain
some very nasty metals and com-
pounds and it's important that they
don’t go into landfill. They are made
up by atoxic cocktail of arsenic, cad-
mium, lead and heavy metals, which
have been linked to cancer and arange
of reproductive, neurological and
developmental disorders.

Since 1999 AMTA has been run-
ning a program called Mobilemuster,
recycling mobiles. The program is
paid for by avoluntary levy on the
major carriers and phone manufactur-
ers. The phones end up in Melbourne,
where they are disassembled and the
bits and batteries are sent overseas,
where they are broken down to basic
elementsthat are then reused. The
program has recycled 1,400,000 bat-
teries and 550,000 handsets since its
inception. But that’s not much of adint

inthe AMTA estimation of 12 million
(and growing rapidly) disused maobiles.
Mobilemuster is hoping to increase
the number of recycled mobilesto one
million ayear by 2008 — which will
still leave at least 6 to 7 million going
into landfill every year.

The Total Environment Centre is not
impressed, saying the mobile phone re-
cycling scheme has collected less than
1/2% of mobile phonesin circulation,
leaving over 30 million that have been
dumped or unaccounted for. They want
government to mandate a regulated
take-back scheme based on refundable
deposits. “ A deposit of $10 on each
phone will encourage consumers to
bring back their old ones, which can go
towards their new handset. It's hardly
rocket-science,” a spokesperson said.

You can help keep them out of the
ground by only buying from stores that
agreeto recycle your old mobile.
www.amta.org.au/aoiasp?l D=Recycling

Redfern Oval -
green bans lifted

In February Inner Sydney \oice asked
CFMEU secretary, Andrew Fergu-
son, whether the green bans placed

on Redfern Oval would stay in place,
now that Sydney Council had lodged
their DA for the site. Andrew said they
would stay as long as the community
wanted them. Andrew also said that
commitment would be reflected in the
member’s decision on whether the club
was sold.

Following the vote by membersto
sell the club, the bans were immediate-
ly lifted and Council is pressing ahead
with its plans for a new oval and sports
complex.

As both the applicant and the con-
sent authority, Council will appoint an
‘independent planning expert’ to assess
the DA. Local residents will receive a
notification in the mail regarding the
application and it will go on public ex-
hibition for 28 days to enable residents
to make submissions.

Councils website states: A central
aim of the oval refurbishment isto pro-
vide active sporting, athletic and recre-

ational opportunities for a broad range
of community, school and sporting
groups. Aswell, the upgrade will open
up the area around the playing field to
provide much-needed open space for
use by the general community.

The upgrade will provide:

*A new grandstand on the same site as
the existing stand, with atotal ground
capacity of 8,000 people

o Facilities such as change rooms, stor-
age and weights room in the grand-
stand

* A professional-level training field to
enable the Rabbitohs to retain their
historical links with Redfern

* A playing and training field for all
football codes and other sporting ac-
tivities for junior and senior teams and
individual athletes.

* Open access to the playing field for
all sections of the community at other

Crowded city

The Department of Infrastructure,
Planning and Natural Resources
(DIPNR) released the Metropolitan
Strategy for Sydney, late last year.
The strategy is athirty-year plan for
the growth of Sydney and will dictate
the way we live and work in eastern
Sydney.

There will be 55,000 new dwell-
ingsin central Sydney, which means a
lot more high-density developments.
Bondi Junction islisted as amajor cen-
tre, Green Square is to become one and
there will be expansion of activities
around Sydney Airport, Port Botany
and Randwick.

Greens MLC, SylviaHale criticised
the strategy “ The government calls
this ‘ containing Sydney’s footprint.’
The Greens call it unsustainable urban
sprawl. This sort of uncapped growth

in Sydney’s environmental footprint
will have serious consequences for
the quality of life of those who livein
Sydney and surrounding areas,”

The Lord Mayor of Sydney, Clover
Moore MP, thinks the plans for Sydney
are adisaster asthe city hasjust gone
through a huge expansion of resi-
dential developments and the public

transport system can’t cope asit is.
Continued page 26
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Crowded city continued

Thereislittle hope that transport will
get better under the strategy as there
are only acouple of rail infrastructure
projects listed (upgrade Town Hall
station and train turnarounds at Bondi
Junction and McDonaldtown) and
some new buslanes. Light rail doesn’t
get amention.

Shrinking
Botany Bay

Member for Heffron, Kristina Kene-
ally, recently announced the comple-
tion of agross pollutant trap next to
the stormwater channel at the eastern
corner of Astrolabe Park, Daceyville.

“Thistrap will reduce the amount
of litter, organic material, sediment and
pollutants that enter the stormwater
system before flowing into the Botany
Wetlands and ultimately into Botany
Bay,” MsKeneally said.

What Ms Kenedlly didn’'t say
was there won't be much of Botany
Bay left in the near future With two
runways, amajor port facility about to
encroach alot further into the bay and
amassive toxic plume slowly leach-
ing into the bay from the Orica plant,
the bay isin danger of turning into
ecological ground zero.

Walk with
aview

Sydney Mayor Clover Moore MP
announced in February that construc-
tion has begun on a $15 million civic
project to create a continuous 2.2 km
foreshore walk from Bicentennial Park
in Glebe to the Sydney Fish Markets at
Pyrmont.

“The project, when completed, will
link 27.5ha of open space and provide
residents and visitors with alegacy of
unimpeded public access to Rozelle
Bay and Blackwattle Bay,” Ms Moore
said.

“Thisis an exciting project which
realises along-term vision for the
City. It will revitalise and enhance the
foreshore while providing recreational
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Manufacturing the future continued

Currently private land bounded by Cleveland, Abercrombie, Vine, Louis, Lawson
and the railway line, this area has been divided into northerly and southerly
portions by the RWA. In the South, which includes the Block, maximum heights
increase from 2-3 storeys to 3-5. In the north heights increase from 3-4 storeys
to 4-5 storeys. Zoned as Business — Mixed Use with Pemulwuy Park retained as

Eveleigh Street

Public Recreation.

Redfern Railway Station

Plans for anew Redfern railway
station are being devel oped and
are expected to be made available
by the RWA later in 2006. The
new station would probably not
be finished before 2010.
Gibbons - Regent Streets

This area bounded in the north by
Lawson Square and in the south
by Margaret St isto be developed
as the commercial core of Redfern
with maximum heights changing
from 4 storeysto 2-18 storeys.
The RWA zoning creates 5 areas
for buildingsrising to 18 storeys
surrounded by 5-7 storey develop-
ments. The northern section of the
park between Rosehill and Gib-
bons Stsis built over by a5to 18
story building. A civic space will
be created between the station and
Regent St.

Former Rachel Forster Hospital

More of this for Redfern

This siteis to be zoned as medium density residential with maximum heights of 3
to 5 storeys.. It isunclear if the medical centre currently fronting Albert St would

remain.

Former Redfern Police Station & Court House
The existing court house isto remain at its existing building height with the
old police station to be replaced with a maximum 3 to 6 storey building.

Former Redfern Public School

Thissiteisin the process of being sold to the Indigenous Land Corporation for
a Centre for Aborigina cultural, socia and sporting excellence and isto be zoned
as Special Purposes — Community. The RWA propose that the existing school
buildings in the south east corner of the site be retained and that maximum
heights of 4 and 7 storeys apply to other parts of the site.

and socid activities for local residents
and visitors.

“We have carried out extensive con-
sultation with the community and the
private sector and negotiation with the
public sector to make thisvision areal-
ity. In early 2004 the City purchased a
critical missing link — the Anchorage
site on Rozelle Bay — and finalised
negotiations with Australand to open a
section of the foreshore walk as part of
their Glebe Harbour development.”
Work on the foreshore will include:

construction of new paths for use by
pedestrians and cyclists;

planting of more than 400 new trees;
planting of some 8,500 plants and
shrubs, including 850 square metres
of mangrove habitat (Iess than one per
cent of park), open grass areas; barbe-
cue facilities and seats.

Access to the water will also be
improved by the installation of sea
wall stairsin a number of locations
along the perimeter, two pontoons and
anew launching area.
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HACC turns 21

he Home & Community Care

(HACC) program turns 21 this

year. There is no doubt that it
has become an important and success-
ful community care program, growing
to over 700 servicesin NSW, expand-
ing from the initial Meals on Wheels
and Home Care services to more than
nineteen different types of service that
meet a wide range of community need.

The success of HACC in providing
adiverse range of quality servicesin
the home has fuelled the expansion.
The challenge for HACC servicesin
the next 21 yearsis how to plan and
manage increasing demand whilst
ensuring quality service delivery with
limited resources.

These issues were discussed at the
Eastern Sydney Regional Planning day
and some of these are outlined below.

HACC providers agree that since
the program’s inception, the demand to
assist people with high, complex and
multiple needs has steadily increased.
Many clients are reluctant to move
to more appropriate services such as
the Community Aged Care Packages
(CACP). At the same time, Govern-
ment policy continues to encourage
more peopleto live at home, rather
than in institutions and this has re-
sulted in increased demand for service
from people who have high needs like
chronic illnesses, mental health or dual
diagnosis issues and the marginalised.
Many HACC services report that they
have no choice but to case manage
many clients because they cannot refer
them on to other appropriate commu-
nity or health services. Thisis because
they too are at capacity. In some cases
providers are re-defining their service
to target resources more tightly and to
create realistic demands.

HACC providers agree that case
managing complex clientsis at the
expense of taking on new clients eligi-
ble for basic home support services. It
may also result in less resources being
allocated to HACC. This is because the
quality and intensity of service provi-
sion is not necessarily reflected in the
service data reported to the Depart-
ment of Ageing Disability and Home
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Care (DADHC), which isused in State
planning and decision making about
resource allocation.

The data held by DADHC needs
to be made available at service and
regional level planning. Thiswould
enable government data to be checked
against more accurate information
about community needs and gaps
emerging from local and regional
knowledge, planning and networks.
Clear, accurate and transparent infor-
mation about funding agreements, leg-
islative requirements, monitoring and
purchasing processesis also needed
to ensure that services can meet their
accountability obligations and plan for
increased demands and expectations.

Other pressures raised at the plan-
ning session include the declinein
volunteering and difficulty in retaining
skilled workers, often because of low
wages. These pressures are perhaps
even more serious for ATS| and CALD
service providers because of the need
for specialist resources such as lan-
guage skills and cultural knowledge.
Increases in basic service delivery
costs, such as fuel, workers compensa-
tion and OH& S, are limiting services
capacity to expand their service and or
deliver at the same level of service.

Adequate funds for service develop-
ment and capacity building are needed
across the sector, especially to retain
and make the most of existing skills
and resources. Increasing fundsis not
the only answer. Adequate planning
processes and transparent funding
policiesthat aim to allocate funds
effectively and meaningfully are also
required.

Clearly, thereisaneed for HACC
services to network and plan with a
range of key stakeholders, especially
DADHC, Area Heath, Mental Health,
Department of Housing, Department of
Health & Ageing, and CACP provid-
ers. However, current Federal Govern-
ment reforms aim to simplify entry to
the sector, increase competitive tender-
ing and it would seem reduce services
(see the Way Backward, Inner Sydney
\oice Vissue 101). These decisions
are being made with limited consulta-
tion with the sector who provide the
services.

| hope we can look back in 21 years
and say that HACC providers continue
to be innovative and drive improve-
ments in the community care sector.

Chris Bath,
HACC Development Officer

The Food Distribution Network is a HACC service operating out of Redfern. Staff
and volunteers buy fresh fruit and vegetables at the markets then box them up for
delivery to the elderly and people with disabilities, throughout eastern Sydney. For
only $8 an overflowing box of healthy food is delivered to those who have trouble

doing their own shopping.
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NNER SYDNEY

Did you enjoy reading Inner Sydney
Voice? Do you like to hear about what is
going on with social issues that impact on
the Inner Sydney region?

You might like to subscribe and get your
guarterly journal posted out to you.

Cost of an annual subscription for four editions is:
Organisational Subscription $22.00

Individual Subscription $11.00

Concession $5.50

If you are interested in supporting social development in the Inner Sydney Region,
you could become a member of Regional Council for the same price and receive
Inner Sydney Voice FREE!! Membership fee due on 1 July each year.

Fill out the form below for either subscription or membership and send with payment
to:

Inner Sydney Regional Council for Social Development Inc.

Waterloo Town Hall, 770 Elizabeth Street, WATERLOO 2017

Please tick - Subscription O  Membership O
Individual O Organisation O Concession O

Application for membership

| wish to be admitted as a member of Inner Sydney Regional Council for Social
Development Inc.

If this application for membership is approved | agree to support the objectives and
rules of the association.

| am enclosing my subscription or annual membership fee of $
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