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In the face of genocide, 
ecological collapse, and 
creeping authoritarianism, 
turning up to a housing picket 
or community forum can 
sometimes feel 
pointless. But we 
“have not yet 
been defeated”. 
That’s what Alaa 
Abd El-Fattah 
tweeted from his 
fourth year in 
solitary 
confinement. 

His imprisonment 
in Egypt is the brutal 
endpoint of 
authoritarian 
backlash. But his 
words were directed at those of us who 
still have the ability to speak, organise, 
and resist. He urges us not to wait until 
it’s too late. 

The threats we face are insidious. 
But while we still have rights, we must 
use them to defend our neighbours: 
older women facing abuse (page 16), 
boarding house evictees (page 5), 
those experiencing mental ill health 
(page 7), and those being priced out of 
our communities (page 6). 

This edition is about community action. 
At times, that theme felt too small. But 
pulling the edition together has reminded 
me that community action is where we 
first learn to say no, to organise, and to 
imagine something better. 

I’ve been inspired by local victories: 
the ‘Road Wars’ of Erskineville in the 
1980s that made streets safer (page 
12); Waterloo business owners 
organising against modern slavery 
(page 20); mothers turning up every 
day for Palestine (pages 5, 28). 

These aren’t isolated acts. They 
demonstrate what it means to think 
globally, act locally, and persevere. 

Some days, Gundawilla is the only one 
tending the sacred fire as he 
reoccupies Wangan and Jagalingou 
land near the Adani mine, but his four-
year stand has inspired resistance 

around the world 
(page 22). 

Then there are the 
50 women who broke 
into an abandoned 
house in Glebe 50 
years ago. They 
couldn’t have known 
they were starting a 
movement that would 
reshape Australia 
(page 8). Their refuge 
brought together 
migrant, Aboriginal, 
working-class, and 

middle-class women around a common 
cause.  

We won’t always share the same 
views, but we can still work together to 
build something powerful. 

Mark Skelsey’s Views to Die For 
reminded me of that, too. The Victoria 
Street struggle united tenants, artists, 
and unionists to resist brutal 
redevelopment (page 10). The Green 
Bans weren’t about purity; they were 
about solidarity.  

Of course, there are backslides and 
burnout, and often, only a few are left 
to keep the fire burning. That’s why we 
need to back the next generation, like 
SNAICC’s Youth Voice (page 18), as 
they take up the baton. 

As always, Community Voices (page 
28) holds the greatest wisdom: people 
who refuse to give up on each other, 
who show up when it matters, and 
make room in the tent so that the 
movements can grow.  

We have not yet been defeated. And 
we’re not done yet. 

In solidarity, 
Isabelle, Editor | Inner Sydney Voice
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The threats we face are 
insidious. But while we 
still have rights, we 
must use them to 
defend our neighbours: 
older women facing 
abuse, boarding house 
evictees, those 
experiencing mental ill 
health and those being 
priced out of our 
communities.
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Latest reports confirm that 
more than 200,000 people 
crossed the Sydney Harbour 
Bridge on Sunday, August 3, in 
a landmark protest calling for 
sanctions against the State of 
Israel and urgent action over the 
humanitarian crisis in Gaza. 

The march — possibly the largest 
solidarity demonstration in Australian 
history — follows nearly two years of 
weekly rallies across the city. The 
Palestinian Action Group (PAG), who 
have led this community action, say the 
mass turnout reflects growing public 
opposition to Israel’s ongoing assault 
on Gaza and the Australian 
government’s continued arms trade. 

At least 127 Palestinians, including 
85 children, have died from starvation, 
while hundreds more have been shot 
and killed by the Israeli Defence Force 

while queuing for aid in recent weeks, 
according to human rights monitors. 

Lord Mayor Clover Moore, who 
joined the march, said: “Today, Sydney 
stood with humanitarians across the 
world. With one voice we demand more 
of national leaders: work harder, 
desperately, urgently, to break the 

cycle of violence.” 
Moore has also championed local 

action, including City of Sydney’s 
endorsement of the global Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) 
campaign. In February, council passed 
a motion to review contracts with 
companies operating in illegal Israeli 
settlements. 

“This is a genocide,” PAG said. “We 
must keep marching until our own 
government ends the weapons trade, 
expels the Israeli ambassador, and 
imposes sanctions on Israel.” 

Sunday’s protest echoed the 2000 
Bridge Walk for Reconciliation, another 
mass mobilisation that revealed how 
deeply Sydneysiders care about justice. 
But history shows that one march is not 
enough. Campaigners say sustained 
pressure will be essential to force 
meaningful political change.

Hundreds of thousands march across 
Sydney Harbour Bridge for Palestine

In a landmark victory for 
housing justice, the Land and 
Environment Court has ruled 
in favour of protecting the 
Selwyn Street boarding 
houses in Paddington, 
rejecting a developer’s 
appeal to convert the 32 
rooms into four luxury 
homes. 

At the heart of this win is Save Our 
Neighbours, the grassroots 
campaign that fought for years to 
keep these homes intact. Their 
tireless advocacy, grounded in 
solidarity with the former residents, 
helped secure crucial support from the 
City of Sydney and community allies. 

Inner Sydney Voice covered the 
campaign in our previous edition, 
highlighting the voices of residents and 

their fight for secure, affordable 
housing. 

The court found that the proposed 
redevelopment would cause an 
“unacceptable loss of affordable 
low-cost housing” and 
“unacceptable social impact” on 
residents and the broader 
community. The developer is now 
required to retain the properties as 
boarding houses, offering a rare 
legal recognition of their social value. 

What comes next is uncertain. The 
developer has 28 days to appeal. But 
there is hope: both the City of Sydney 
and the NSW Government have 

pledged to jointly fund a purchase, 
should the developer agree to sell.
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Community action secures historic win 
for Selwyn Street boarding houses

THE NEWS
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After sustained community 
pressure and advocacy, the 
NSW Government has 
announced a significant 
increase in affordable housing 
at the former WestConnex dive 
site on Parramatta Road in 
Camperdown, marking the first 
time it has delivered on its 
election commitment to 
include 30 per cent affordable 
housing on surplus public land. 

The newly announced development, 
The Joinery, will now include 220 
below-market rental homes reserved 
for essential workers (up from the 
originally planned 200) as part of a 
broader project delivering 577 homes, 
retail, green space and pedestrian 

links. These rentals will remain in public 
ownership and be available to frontline 
workers, such as nurses, teachers, 
paramedics, and firefighters, who are 
increasingly being priced out of the 
inner city. 

The announcement marks a 

significant shift. Just one year ago, the 
government planned to sell the site to 
private developers with no affordable 
or social housing attached; a move 
widely criticised as a breach of its 2023 
election pledge. 

Thanks in part to community 
pressure, Camperdown will now be the 
first site delivered under the 
government’s $450 million Build-to-
Rent Essential Worker Housing Program 
to meet the 30 per cent affordability 
target on public land. While the project 
includes no dedicated social housing, 
the inclusion of below-market rentals 
for essential workers, along with the 
decision to retain them in public 
ownership, represents a meaningful 
step forward.

Calls grow for community-led safety  
and inclusion in Green Square
More than 90 residents, many 
from the Chinese and broader 
Asian migrant community, 
attended a public forum at 
Alexandria Park Community 
School on 10 June to discuss 
safety concerns in Green 
Square, Zetland and 
surrounding suburbs.  

The forum followed a violent assault 
on a Chinese couple at Eastgardens in 
late May, one of several incidents that 
have sparked fear and frustration 
across the community. 

Hosted by Deputy Lord Mayor Zann 
Maxwell and NSW Advocate for 
Children and Young People Zoe 
Robinson, the forum featured police 
representatives, community leaders 
and concerned locals. While police 
stated there was no evidence the 
assault was racially motivated, many 

attendees strongly disagreed, citing 
other incidents of harassment and 
violence against Asian residents and 
students in nearby areas. 

The forum also became a flashpoint 
for broader concerns about the role of 
police. Members of Pride in Protest, a 
grassroots LGBTIQA+ and anti-racist 
advocacy group, criticised the forum 
over the heavy police presence, 
arguing that migrant communities do 
not feel safe in spaces where police are 
dominant. Harpreet Kaur Dhillon, who 
was forcibly removed and later pursued 
by police outside the event, said, 
“Safety doesn’t come from policing; it 
comes from care, resources and 
community leadership.” 

In response, Council passed a 
motion to strengthen culturally 
appropriate community engagement 
and explore new platforms such as 

WeChat and RedNote for public safety 
messaging. Pride in Protest and other 
advocates are now calling for future 
forums to be co-designed with migrant-
led organisations and held without 
police presence. 

For Inner Sydney Voice’s Executive 
Officer, the discussion points to a 
deeper issue: the lack of social 
infrastructure in one of Australia’s most 
densely populated precincts. 

“I can remember when Green 
Square was mostly industrial land,” she 
told the forum. “You’ve done really well 
building big buildings. You’ve done 
really well helping the government hit 
its affordable housing targets. But you 
haven’t done well investing in social 
infrastructure. So please, let us work 
with you to build something that 
includes and engages a whole range of 
people.”

 

Affordable housing earmarked for  
essential workers in Camperdown 

THE NEWS



In a major win for 
open space equity, 
the NSW 
Government has 
committed $50 
million in the 
2025–26 Budget to 
convert half of 
Moore Park Golf 
Course into public 
parkland and 
community sports facilities. 

The move will open up 20 hectares 
of prime inner-city land for recreation. 
This is a significant step for the tens of 
thousands of residents in Green 
Square, Waterloo, and surrounding 
suburbs, where many high-density 
apartments have limited access to 
large green spaces. 

The announcement comes after 
years of community and council 
advocacy, asking whether an 18-hole 
golf course (originally designated in 

1913, when the area 
was largely industrial) 
remains the best use 
of public land in one 
of the most densely 
populated parts of 
Australia. 

The new plan 
retains a 9-hole 
course, popular 
driving range, 

clubhouse, and parking, while returning 
half the land to the public. This aligns 
with ongoing state housing strategies: 
by 2040, up to 80,000 more people are 
expected to live within a two-kilometre 
radius of Moore Park. 

While the City of Sydney continues 
to invest in over 40 local parks and 
playgrounds as part of the Green 
Square renewal, this change brings 
something new: a large, shared green 
space where people can walk, play 
sport, picnic and connect.
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We extend our condolences to 
the partner, family, friends and 
neighbours of Collin Burling, 
who died in the early hours of 
July 15 during a police welfare 
check in Waterloo.  

Collin had called for help, concerned 
about carbon monoxide in his apartment 
on Pitt Street. Paramedics were 
dispatched. Police arrived soon after. 
Though he had been searched and was 
not under arrest, the situation escalated. 
Video footage shows him telling 
officers, “I’m not a threat” and “I can’t 
breathe” before losing consciousness. 

His partner, Taite Collins, said Collin 
had done “nothing wrong”. What he 
witnessed was deeply distressing. 
“Something in the system has to change.” 

Sadly, this is not an isolated event. 
Nearly two years ago, Jesse Deacon was 
shot and killed by police in Glebe during 
a mental health episode. Many in our 
community also remember the death of 
Roni Levi at Bondi Beach in 1997. 

These deaths expose cracks in our 
systems, especially the lack of training 
and support for first responders. Police 
are regularly sent into complex health 
crises without mental health training, 
supervision or clinical backup.  

We need trauma-informed, culturally 
appropriate training delivered with 
communities and independent 
investigations that go beyond 
individual conduct to address systemic 
failings. Most of all, we need responses 
that prioritise care, not force. 

Supporting people with 
mental illness in the city

Landmark 
equality 
LGBTQIA+ 
bill is  
now law  
In July, NSW’s landmark 
Equality Bill came into full 
effect, in a major step forward 
for LGBTQIA+ rights and legal 
protections across the state. 

Championed by independent MP 
Alex Greenwich and developed in 
consultation with community 
advocates, the legislation introduces 
sweeping reforms that remove 
outdated barriers and discrimination. 
Trans and non-binary people can now 
update birth certificates through a 
simplified process, while legal 
protections have been extended to sex 
workers, intersex people, and 
LGBTQIA+ youth in state care. 

It’s now an offence to “out” 
someone for being LGBTQIA+ or a 
current or former sex worker, and 
harmful, stigmatising language around 
HIV has been removed from NSW law. 
The bill also enables overseas 
surrogacy parentage to be legally 
recognised, improves access to 
gender-affirming care, and formally 
removes transgender status from being 
treated as a mental illness. 

While the reforms are significant, 
key issues remain, particularly the 
rights of LGBTQIA+ students and staff in 
religious schools. These will be 
considered as part of a broader review 
of the Anti-Discrimination Act, currently 
underway. 

Greenwich called the milestone 
“historic,” thanking community 
advocates and the Minns Government, 
and acknowledging Liberal MP Felicity 
Wilson for crossing the floor in support. 

 

More park for the people

THE NEWS
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F
ifty years after 
Juanita Nielsen 
vanished from Kings 
Cross, her story 
remains one of 

Sydney’s most notorious cold 
cases. The heiress and local 
newspaper publisher 
disappeared in July 1975, likely 
murdered for opposing the 
Victoria Point development 
that threatened to demolish a 
street of historic terraces.  

Nielsen’s disappearance has been 
picked over in podcasts, 
documentaries and tabloid specials. 
But a new book by journalist and 
former NSW Department of Planning 
media manager Mark Skelsey argues 
that this focus has obscured a more 
important story: how Nielsen’s activism, 
and the wider struggle over Victoria 
Street, helped shape how Sydney plans 
its future. 

In Views To Die For, Skelsey retraces 
the political and planning battles that 
defined the 1970s, reframing Nielsen 
not as a victim but as a key figure in a 
shift toward more participatory 
planning. What began as research into 
attitudes toward high-rise development 
became a broader inquiry into civic 
resistance, contested neighbourhoods, 
and how that legacy still influences the 
city. 

“I had a hunch,” he says, “that if I 
followed the threads of the Victoria 
Street campaign, I’d find they had 
influenced the new planning system.” 
His instinct proved right. 

 The book traces the fight to save 
Victoria Street, waged by a coalition of 
residents, squatters, unionists, students 
and artists against inner-city 
redevelopment that threatened to 
erase working-class communities and 
historic streetscapes. “People are 
central to everything,” Skelsey says. 

“And what’s more, loud and noisy 
people are central to everything.” 

 The Victoria Street struggle took 
place during a period of rapid 
gentrification in Sydney. Private 
developers, often with government 
backing, sought to remake the inner 
city into a high-rise enclave. Nielsen, 
who had inherited a Kings Cross 
terrace and ran the NOW community 
newspaper, used her platform to warn 
residents, challenge secrecy in 
planning decisions, and amplify the 
voices of those resisting demolition. 
Her opposition to Victoria Point put her 
in the crosshairs of powerful interests. 
She was last seen entering the 
Carousel Club, linked to organised 
crime, where she had been lured under 
the pretence of discussing advertising. 

“She started out running 
advertorials,” Skelsey says. “But over 
time, she became radicalised. In the 
pre-Internet age, she was a pollinator, 

 
 MORE THAN  
A MYSTERY  
New book reframes Juanita Nielsen’s disappearance  
as a turning point in Sydney’s planning history



PAGE 10 FROM LEFT Juanita Nielsen walking her cat, Charlie, down Victoria St, for a 1971 edition of NOW | Front page of 
alternative newspaper Living Daylights reporting on the squatter eviction | Juanita Nielsen on the ‘Nowmobile’ outside 
202 Victoria St | Front page The Sun January 3, 1974 | A campaign poster in support of Mick Fowler, DATE UNKNOWN 
PAGE 11 ROM LEFT A squatter inside 57 Victoria St PHOTOGRAPHER UNKNOWN | References to revolution in a pamphlet promoting 
a meeting, most likely in 1974 | Joe Owens addressing a pro-BLF rally held, Circular Quay, 1974 PHOTO ANDREW JAKUBOWICZ
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connecting people, spreading ideas, 
building coalitions.” Those coalitions 
were often unlikely. “Victoria Street and 
Woolloomooloo were places of conflict, 
but because of that, new ideas 
emerged. You don’t get that in many 
suburbs.” 

Skelsey draws on archival research 
and interviews with activists like Wendy 
Bacon and Mick Fowler, members of 
the Victoria Street Resident Action 
Group, and academics such as Andrew 
Jakubowicz. One former activist, Arthur 
King, recalls being kidnapped and 
locked in the boot of a car for three 
days. These human stories ground the 
book’s broader themes: the 
dangers of secretive planning, 
the role of organised 
resistance, and the ongoing 
contest over who gets to 
shape the city. 

With years of experience in 
the planning system, Skelsey 
brings an insider’s clarity. “In 
the journey of writing the 
book, I strengthened my view 
about the importance of 
community participation in, 
and the transparency of, 
planning strategies and 
decisions,” he says. “This is 
particularly to help protect and 
increase affordable housing 

and preserve valuable heritage.” 
The book also speaks to the present. 

In an era of fast-tracked development 
and a worsening housing crisis, Skelsey 
notes that some of the 1970s gains—
heritage protections and community 
consultation—are being wound back. 
Some critics now argue these 
protections contribute to the housing 
shortage by slowing construction. 

Views To Die For challenges that 
view, highlighting the civic value of 
resident activism. “Participation can be 
messy and difficult,” Skelsey concedes. 
“But it usually leads to better 
outcomes.” Government alone, he 

argues, can’t resolve the housing crisis 
or create liveable cities. “We need 
people on the ground, residents, 
organisers, renters, surfacing concerns 
and imagining alternatives.” 

“Cities live as much in the 
imagination as they do in the physical 
environment,” Skelsey says. “What we 
imagine shapes how we act. If we 
believe the city should be a place for 
everyone, with affordable housing and 
shared public space, then we organise, 
we resist, and we make that vision 
real.” 

Nielsen’s legacy, then, is not only 
defined by what was lost, but by what 

was gained. The rise of 
women’s refuges, the 
survival of heritage 
neighbourhoods, and the 
expectation that communities 
should have a say in 
planning decisions—these 
outcomes were the result of 
sustained organising. 

Views To Die For doesn’t 
offer nostalgia or neat 
resolution. Instead, it’s a 
reminder that community 
resistance, though often 
fragmented and fraught, 
can help shift the trajectory 
of a city. 

— Isabelle Hore-Thorburn Author Mark Skelsey under the Woolloomooloo Mural

NEWS FEATURE
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O
n Friday 
June 27, 
residents, 
activists, 
the Lord 

Mayor of Sydney Clover 
Moore AO, Housing 
Minister Rose Jackson, 
Independent Member for 
Wentworth, Allegra 
Spender, Independent 
Member for Sydney Alex 
Greenwich, journalist 
Wendy Bacon, and Judy 
Mundey came together at 
the Juanita Nielsen 
Centre to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the 
Woolloomooloo Tripartite 
Agreement. 

Signed in 1975, this groundbreaking 
commitment between the City of 
Sydney, the NSW Government, and the 
Australian Government protected 
public housing and public land in 
Woolloomooloo from demolition and 
speculative redevelopment. The 
agreement arose from grassroots 
community action in response to 
intense gentrification pressure. Local 
residents (many of them public housing 
tenants and low-income workers) 
organised, rallied, and refused to be 

pushed out of their neighbourhood. 
The celebration was also an 

opportunity to reflect on what has 
endured—the homes, the community, 
and the vision for a diverse and 
inclusive Woolloomooloo. In parliament 
that week, Alex Greenwich spoke about 
the neighbourhood’s layered history 
and the continuing relevance of the 
1975 agreement. 

“Today, the Woolloomooloo 
community continues to reflect the 
diversity of its history, dating back to 
time immemorial as Gadigal Clan land, 
a place for hunting, ceremony, and 

living, which the colonisers 
carved up, bought, and sold. A 
place for wharfies, naval 
personnel, and essential 
workers and also marks its 
history, both its hardship and 
significance, in graffiti on the 
wall from rough sleepers. Today, 
the community’s diversity is also 
speckled with movie stars, a 
luxury hotel, and award-winning 
restaurants.” 

“The fact that residents still 
live in Woolloomooloo is a 
testament to the resilience and 
foresight of those who fought to 
‘Save the Loo’. Their legacy 
continues to inspire 

governments’ housing decisions today, 
and we celebrate them.”  

It was that legacy (not only of 
survival, but of resistance) that was 
front of mind for journalist Wendy 
Bacon, who reminded the audience just 
how close the neighbourhood came to 
destruction. 

“Let’s be clear on one issue—we 
wouldn’t be here today if it wasn’t for 
the green bans,” she said. “They were 
imposed by the NSW Builders’ 
Labourers’ Federation and the Federated 
Engine Drivers and Firemen’s Association, 
who refused to go ahead with 

FIFTY YEARS ON 
WOOLLOOMOOLOO’S 
FIGHT FOR HOUSING 
AND THE LEGACY OF 
COMMUNITY ACTION

FROM LEFT Rose Jackson, Alex Greenwich, 

Clover Moore, Allegra Spender

COMMUNIITY ACTION
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demolitions. That gave the community 
the breathing space to fight back.”  

Bacon shared personal memories of 
the period, from her time squatting in 
Victoria Street to protect tenants from 
eviction, to her support for the fight in 
Woolloomooloo, just a short walk away. 
She remembered rallies where local 
priest Eddie Campion stood alongside 
residents facing eviction, and activists 
like Nellie and Gerry Leonard and 
Maria, part of Woolloomooloo’s Italian 
fishing community, who led efforts to 
save their homes. 

“Back in those days,” Bacon said, 
“developers used to destroy houses 
from the inside to make them unlivable. 
There were already many empty blocks 
and boarded-up terraces. This was a 
campaign fought street by street.” 

Despite differences in age, class, 
and politics, residents and activists 
eventually found common ground—
especially when they came together to 
work on the “People’s Plan” with 
architect Colin James, a grassroots 
design alternative to wholesale 
redevelopment. A critical shift occurred 
when builders’ labourers explained that 
small terrace houses could be 
modernised without demolition, 
sparking a united front to protect them. 

Bacon also recalled seeing 

Woolloomooloo residents standing in 
solidarity with other Green Ban 
campaigns across Sydney — from 
Kelly’s Bush to the Rocks — and she paid 
tribute to Juanita Nielsen, the journalist 
and activist who lived in Victoria Street 
and campaigned fiercely for low-rise, 
community-led development. 

Nielsen attended the announcement 
of the Tripartite Agreement. “She left 
that night,” Bacon said, “probably 
believing Victoria Street was part of the 
package.” Days later, she disappeared, 
presumed murdered, likely by elements 
connected to developers. “The facades 
were saved,” Bacon noted, “but the 
door was left open for luxury high-rises.” 

Fifty years on, Bacon urged those 
gathered not just to celebrate, but to 
reckon with how far we’ve drifted from 
the values that underpinned the 
agreement. “We need to understand 
how we got from that point fifty years 
ago to our situation today,” she said. 

Public land is still being quietly 
privatised, with major redevelopment 
sites like the old Fish Markets offering 
only a small portion of affordable 
housing. Even iconic public housing like 
the Sirius building has been lost to luxury 
conversion. And protest rights, she 
warned, have been eroded. “The sad 
fact is that we have less right to protest 

than we had fifty years ago,” she said, 
noting new laws limiting community 
input on development proposals and 
attempts to silence resistance. 

Still, there are sparks of hope. Bacon 
pointed to the creation of Sydney’s first 
trans housing cooperative in 
Darlinghurst and signs that federal 
housing investment may be directed to 
local councils for publicly owned 
developments. “These are small signs,” 
she said, “but they remind us that it is 
possible to reimagine how housing can 
be done, if there is political will and 
community pressure.” 

In her closing remarks, Bacon 
reminded the audience what lay behind 
the Tripartite Agreement: 

“A belief in public investment in the 
provision of housing; the right of 
people to participate in planning their 
neighbourhoods; and just as 
importantly, the right to take action and 
to peacefully protest or withdraw 
labour to prevent harm being done to 
community needs.” 

As Woolloomooloo celebrates 50 
years of protection and resistance, the 
challenge remains: to honour that 
legacy not only in words, but in policy, 
and to make sure public housing 
remains part of the city’s future, not just 
its past. 

Wendy Bacon 

speaking at the  

50th anniversary of 

the Woolloomooloo 

Tripartite Agreement 

on June 27.



F
rom the early 1970s, 
Erskineville 
residents had 
been suffering 
from excessive 

through traffic. In 1971, 
two people were killed on 
Union Street, and 
residents began 
petitioning their council 
for street closures. This 
was during a time of 
growing resident group 
influence and successful 
green bans. Street closures, 
such as in Martin Place, 
Paddington and North Sydney, 
were proving popular and 
successful in taming traffic. 

After endless traffic studies and 
rounds of consultation, a number of 
Erskineville streets were closed on a 
trial basis from mid-1984.  

Then, suddenly, on Christmas Eve 
1985, road barriers in 11 streets in 
Erskineville, Alexandria, Newtown and 
Redfern were ordered to be removed 
by the Minister for Local Government, 

Kevin 
Stewart. 
Within a few 
hours, residents set up 
their own blockades and started 
planning further action. A “six-day war” 
began where police and council 
workers repeatedly removed the 
barriers, and residents re-erected 
them. 

During the holiday period, all the 
major TV stations broadcast daily 

updates 
on the 

struggle and 
there was extensive 

coverage in the newspapers. Council 
employees, some of whom were local, 
were reluctant to remove the barriers 
and instated a black ban. It proved a 
major embarrassment for the Labor 
NSW government. 

A public meeting was held in an 
overflowing Erskineville Town Hall, 
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STREETS  
FOR PEOPLE  
THE ERSKINEVILLE UPRISING OF 1985 
Forty years ago, Erskineville residents rose up to defend  
their narrow streets from an automotive invasion, and won. 
by Andrew Chuter 

COMMUNIITY ACTION



which heard speeches from Andrew 
Refshauge, Nick Greiner, locals and 
councillors. MLC Judith Walker was 
howled out of the hall after defending 
the government’s decision. 

On December 30, a moratorium was 
won, and the road closures were 
reinstated pending a state Traffic 
Authority investigation. 

A week later, a special meeting of 
Sydney City Council was held to debate 
the issue. Residents Toni Joyce and 
Rod Hayes spoke and were supported 
by the newly elected team of 
independent councillors, which 
included Frank Sartor, Jack Mundey 
and Clover Moore. Strong motions to 
support the closure campaign were 
voted down by the Labor majority. 

Over the following months, residents 
wrote their own detailed traffic study, 
“Erkospeak”, and went up and down 
local streets canvassing the opinions of 
their neighbours. Support for the 
closures was near unanimous. 

Eventually, the investigation found in 
the residents' favour and nearly all the 
closures were allowed to stay. 

Subsequent figures showed a 
significant decrease in through traffic 
and injuries from incidents.  

Today, these inner streets of 
Erskineville are quiet, pleasant and 
tree-lined. Pocket parks resulting from 
street closures in Angel, Rochford, 
Binning and Sydney Streets are oases 
of calm. In nearby Alexandria, the 
closures of Belmont and Lawrence 
Streets provide focal points for 
community and a neighbourhood vibe 
that sees families turn out for 
Halloween and the occasional street 
party. 

Unfortunately, since then, continued 
government failure to properly expand 
quality public transport, and a 
bipartisan penchant for multi-billion-
dollar motorways like WestConnex has 
resulted in even greater car-centric 
lifestyles than in the 1980’s. Pockets of 
resistance from those determined to 
drive everywhere and expect plentiful 
parking, backed by the cars-first 
mentality of Transport for NSW, is 
making it hard to win new and much-
needed street closures. 

The growing flood of traffic is 
unsustainable in respect of the climate 
emergency. By 2030, transport will be 
Australia’s largest source of carbon 
emissions. The Climate Council is 
recommending a halving of car use 
within the next 5 years in order to 
reach Australia’s climate targets. 

Erskineville’s road wars inspired the 
next generation of resident activists, 
who went on to win Green Bans Park, 
save the public housing estate and the 
public school from closure. A new 
generation must keep up the tradition 
to help secure a liveable 
neighbourhood and a sustainable 
future. 
 
n The cartoon is from Erkospeak, 
residents' publication, c. 1985  
n Photo above unknown newspaper, 
undated, provided by a local resident. 
n From 7:30pm on Wednesday 
November 26, 2025 at Erskineville 
Town Hall, Friends of Erskineville will 
host a public meeting to mark the 40th 
anniversary of the street closure 
battles.
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A
 coalition of 
residents, 
neighbours, 
architects, local 
groups and 

housing advocates has 
gathered at 82 Wentworth 
Park Road in Glebe to protest 
the imminent demolition of 
what they describe as “a 
perfectly liveable, 35-year-old 
estate.”  

In 2022, the former Liberal 
Government began relocating tenants 
ahead of a proposed redevelopment. In 
mid-2023, residents and advocates 
occupied the estate for several days, 
drawing attention to the loss of public 
housing and prompting NSW Housing 
Minister Rose Jackson to tweet that the 
site would remain “100% public 
housing, owned and managed by 
government.” 

But with demolition now set to 
begin, campaigners say that 
commitment is being quietly walked 
back. The NSW Labor Government 
appears ready to continue the same 

approach seen 
under the 
Coalition: sell off 
public land and 
rebuild with a mix 
of private and 
social housing. 

“We need all 
the homes we've 
got currently to be 
online — that 
means filling them 
rather than 
emptying them,” said Siobhan Patton 
from Action for Public Housing. “We’re 
fast becoming an eviction state, and 
the NSW Government is accelerating 
this.”  

Homes NSW says its redevelopment 
will increase the number of dwellings 
from 17 to 43 and deliver more 
accessible, energy-efficient homes in 
response to demand for one-bedroom 
and studio apartments. But former 
tenants and local advocates question 
the logic of demolishing functioning 
housing in the middle of a crisis. 

Architect Hector Abrahams, working 

pro bono, says the 
existing buildings can be 
adapted to meet 
accessibility standards 
without demolition. The 
community’s alternative 
plan would retain the 
original 17 flats and add 
new dwellings at the 
rear of the site. 
According to 
departmental figures, 
the official 

redevelopment would cost $25.6 
million for 43 homes, while the 
community-led plan would cost $25.7 
million for 24 — delivering fewer units 
but a higher number of bedrooms. 

“The minister seems to be convinced 
that the right of return is good enough 
for these people,” said Patton. 
“However, an actually restorative 
process would be allowing them to 
return to the homes they’ve lived in for 
decades, and compensating them for 
the trauma of needless eviction. If you 
genuinely want to improve the situation 
for them: repair, retain, reinvest.” 
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 GLEBE RESIDENTS CALL FOR  
REFURB OF 35-YEAR-OLD ESTATE 
NO DEMOLITION 
IN A HOUSING 
CRISIS 
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‘We had community’ 
Carolyn Ienna lived at 82 Wentworth 
Park Road for more than 30 years. For 
them, the estate was more than 
housing — it was home to a deeply 
connected and supportive community. 

“We didn’t have to live in each 
other’s pockets, but we could call out if 
we needed help,” they said. “I could 
say, ‘Can I borrow your shovel?’ or ‘Can 
I have a lift to Broadway?’” 

They described the front gardens as 
key to that connection. 

“I used to grow stuff in the front yard 
. . . I also had a lot of ornaments, so I’d 
sit on the step, and different people 
would pass by and they’d stand there 
and we’d talk.” 

 “They’re removing all the front 
gardens. It looks like cell blocks.” 

Ienna believes the relocation 
process contributed to the deaths of 
three of their neighbours: Peter, Phil 
and Terry. “Terry was the first one to be 
forcibly relocated. He was moved on a 
stormy day, soaked, confused, and 
given documents to sign that he didn’t 

fully understand. He was very sad and 
very lonely.” 

Phil, who rarely expressed his 
emotions, began to open up after the 
redevelopment was announced. 

“All of a sudden he’s talking about 
how stressed he is about what’s going 
to happen to us,” they said. He later 
collapsed and died in the street. 

Another former neighbour is now 
sleeping in a tent just metres from the 
estate. “They say they care about 
homelessness, but one of our old 
neighbours is literally across the road, 
sleeping in a tent. He was housed here 
for years. How is that better?” 

 
Missed opportunity 
Despite the urgency of the housing 
crisis, the 17 existing dwellings have 
been left vacant for more than a year. 
Community advocates say Homes NSW 
failed to seriously consider a costed 
refurbishment and infill option that 
would have delivered new homes 
faster and with less disruption. 

The proposed redevelopment 

provides just one additional public 
housing bedroom — and delays the 
return of tenants for several more years.  

“If you look past the spin, it’s 
obvious this doesn’t reduce the public 
housing waitlist in the short term,” said 
Patton. “It adds delays, reduces supply, 
and causes unnecessary trauma.” 

Demolition also comes at a heavy 
environmental cost. Construction and 
demolition waste is one of the biggest 
contributors to landfill in NSW. With solid 
brick buildings already standing and 
ready for use, advocates say the fastest 
and most sustainable way to house 
people is to use what’s already there. 

“If you genuinely want to solve the 
housing crisis,” said Patton, “you start 
by using the homes that already exist.” 

Ienna worries Glebe is just the 
beginning. As major redevelopments 
begin in areas like Waterloo, the human 
cost may only grow. 

“There will be more deaths in 
Waterloo,” they said. “If this is what  
happens to people — if this is how it’s 
done — there will be more deaths.” 
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The proposed rebuild 
provides one extra 
bedroom but delays the 
return of residents for 
several more years



I
 grew up in Malaysia at a 
time when the 
government could use 
the Internal Security Act 
to detain individuals 

without trial indefinitely,” Yumi 
recalls. “This meant that 
political activism was not a 
pathway encouraged by 
families!” 

It wasn’t until she moved to Australia 
in 1990 that, as she puts it, “the 
mongrel in me was unleashed!” 

“I met a group of women . . . all 
older! . . . in Adelaide, who were active 
members of the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom 
(WILPF). That was the start of my 

activist journey.” 
Yumi’s work took her to Hanoi, 

where she supported women trafficked 
into the sex trade and worked with 
street children. In Kathmandu, she 
worked alongside women living in 
poverty. But when she returned to 
Australia in 2018, she was shocked by 
what she saw here. 

“I was horrified to find that older 
women were falling into poverty in 
increasing numbers,” she says. “It was 
therefore fortuitous that the Older 
Women’s Network had an opening, and 
I have been able to work on women’s 
rights, which I am passionate about, 
but this time with a specific focus on 
older women.” 

Organisational action:  
making space for older 
women’s needs 
OWN’s advocacy has focused on two 
major issues: violence against older 
women and the right to safe, secure 
housing. 

“We have been working to raise 
awareness of sexual assaults of older 
women, including in aged care,” Yumi 
explains. “Together with Dr Catherine 
Barrett, we’ve developed training 
resources for aged care providers, 
which can be found on the OPAN 
website.” 

On the housing front, OWN 
continues to call for systemic change, 
including the establishment of a 
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 THE MONGREL  
IN ME WAS 
UNLEASHED 
As part of Inner Sydney Voice’s programming for World Elder Abuse Awareness Day (15 

June), ISV spoke to Yumi Lee, CEO of the Older Women’s Network NSW, about her 

journey into activism, the importance of intergenerational solidarity, and why the language 

of ‘elder abuse’ can obscure the gendered violence faced by older women.
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specialist housing service for older 
people. But in the meantime, 
grassroots initiatives are already 
showing what’s possible. 

“Our volunteers in the Blue 
Mountains have set up a great service 
called Homes for Older Women, where 
older women who are housing-insecure 
get paired up with accommodation 
offered by compassionate  

homeowners,” she says. “That 
project tells us that there’s a big 
demand, but the solution calls for 
political will (and funding!).” 

The organisation also runs a 
Pathways to Employment program, free 
for older women to access. “That 
allows older women to earn an income. 
That is impactful on many levels.” 

 
Community Action:  
naming the problem, 
resourcing the response 
When asked how communities can 
better respond to violence against 
older people, Yumi is direct: 

“Most of us no longer live where we 
grew up, making community-building 
harder. But this is a conversation we 

need to have, how can we build 
awareness of violence so we can 
recognise it and act?” 

 “This isn’t just about older people,” 
she adds. “It’s also about women and 
children. We must ask what supports 
are in place when we speak up. We 
know that services are stretched. Yes, 
we can publicise helplines like 1800 
RESPECT or the Elder Abuse Hotline. 
But the real challenge is resourcing 
responses so that action is possible 
when someone does speak up.” 

And for Yumi, one of the first steps 
toward action is calling the problem 
what it is. 

“The abuse of older women should 
not be classed as ‘elder abuse’,  it 
should be called violence against older 
women,” she says. “The unique 
experiences of older women disappear 
under the term ‘elder abuse’. If you’re 
to look at services geared towards 
supporting women attempting to leave 
a violent relationship, these are 
designed more for younger women, not 
75-year-old women.” 

Structural action:  
reframing ageing and  
building solidarity 
At the heart of OWN’s advocacy is a 
challenge to structural ageism; in 
policy, culture, and within feminism. 

“We live in an ageist society which 
demonises Boomers. Just look at the 
headlines about Boomers taking 
housing away from younger people,” 
Yumi says. “It is infuriating because 
there are at least 500,000 older 
women living in poverty who will never 
own a home.” 

“These ageist narratives drive a 
wedge between younger and older 
generations, and between younger and 
older women.” 

The anti-ageing industry, she adds, 
is part of the problem. “Younger 
women are taught to fear ageing. Look 
at the billions being made from the 
anti-ageing industry.” 

The solution? Intergenerational 
solidarity. “To build solidarity, we must 
dismantle ageism and challenge these 
messages. Intergenerational 
connection is vital, but we need to 
change the conversation to get there.” 
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A
boriginal and 
Torres Strait 
Islander young 
people are experts 
in their own lives, 

with invaluable insights into 
what their communities need. 

Too often, their voices aren’t heard 
at the table to inform the national 
policies and programs that impact their 
lives. 

That’s why SNAICC – National Voice 
for Our Children is establishing a Youth 
Voice – a platform for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander young people to 
shape and contribute to SNAICC’s work 
as the national peak. 

All Australians 
deserve the right to 
be heard in decisions 
that impact their lives. 
The Youth Voice will 
mean SNAICC has an 
official mechanism to 
be guided by young 
mob. 

There is nothing 
more important than 
creating real 
opportunities for our 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
individuals to shape national policies 
and programs that impact them, and 
that’s what we’re trying to create. 

SNAICC’s core work lies in policy, 
research, program delivery, and 
national advocacy around child 
protection and family wellbeing. In 
doing that work, we have a 
responsibility to be led by young 
people about matters that are 
important to them. 

Our government systems and 
policymakers also share that same 
responsibility. 

While the direction and priorities of 
the Youth Voice will 
be informed by its 
members, we 
anticipate its work 
will help identify key 
policy, advocacy, 
and program 
priorities. 

It will also provide 
feedback on 
projects and 
programs and guide 
SNAICC’s advocacy 
to ensure it reflects 

what truly matters to Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander young people. 

But what that really looks like in 
practice is a safe and supportive space 
where young Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people can share their 
ideas and experiences. 

By involving youth in decision-
making processes, SNAICC ensures 
that the voices of the next generation 
are not only heard but are central to 
driving real change. 

For us, this extends beyond mere 
participation. It is about creating a 
reciprocal environment where young 
people can be equipped with the tools, 
skills, and connections to become 
leaders in their communities and 
beyond. 

That’s how we foster long-term, 
generational change. 

This developing Youth Voice enables 
young people to have greater power 
over their futures and ensures that 
young people’s voices are at the heart 
of the decisions that affect them. 

One of our Youth Advisory Group 
members put it perfectly when they 
said, “I wish people in government 
knew how smart we are, how much 
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 WE KNOW  
WHAT WE WANT 
FIRST YOUNG PEOPLES  
ARE READY TO LEAD 
by Joel Matysek 

Joel Maysek
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knowledge we have and what we can 
do to change the world and Australia.” 

Another told us: “I guess what most 
people don’t realise is that young  
people – we know what we want, while 
we are still young and we have not 
been on this earth for so long, we’ve 
lived a couple years and we have seen 
how these systems are impacting us 

and we know what change we want to 
see so rather than sitting there saying 
we know everything, finally listen, hey.” 

So, as this sector and our nation 
move forward, let’s listen to our 
passionate young people who have 
vital knowledge that is key to closing 
the gap. 

Our incredible young people want to 

be, and must be, part of change-
making and guiding that journey.” 

 
n To learn more about the SNAICC 
Youth Voice or get involved, visit 
snaicc.org.au/youth-voice 
 
n Joel Matysek is SNAICC’s Youth 
Voice Policy and Engagement Lead 
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Created for SNAICC’s Youth Voice initiative by Tovani Cox, the artwork above represents the strength, 

leadership, and unity of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young people coming together to shape the 

future. The Youth Voice project centres young people in national advocacy and policy, creating supported 

spaces for them to be heard and lead. 

In this piece, two silhouetted figures represent young people from different places who have each made 

a journey — walking across Country to meet at the top of a hill or mountain. The peak represents clarity, 

courage, and perspective. As they meet in the middle, they begin an important conversation, ready to look 

ahead and unlock new possibilities together. It symbolises young people rising, connecting, and stepping 

into a shared space to start shaping change together. Their meeting in the middle reflects unity, leadership, 

and the power of coming together from different backgrounds to create a stronger future. 

The surrounding elements reflect connection to land, culture, and community, with layered textures and 

colours symbolising the diversity of voices and Nations involved. 
 

n Tovani Cox is a proud Bunuba, Gija, Karajarri, Yawuru, and Miriwoong woman from the Kimberley region of 
Western Australia.



W
hen I first 
hung the 
origami‑butte
rfly motif in 
our Waterloo 

café, it wasn’t just décor, it was 
a message. A whisper that 
small, intentional acts can 
trigger a butterfly effect of big 
change. Behind those wings 
lies the heartbeat of The 
Freedom Hub and our journey 
into social enterprise. 

 In 2012, I returned from Berlin, 
where I’d witnessed firsthand the 
horrors of human trafficking. But what 
truly shocked me was discovering that 
modern slavery was happening in 
Australia, too. 

Here, it looks like a woman cleaning 
hotel rooms, unpaid and unseen. A 
man on a farm, his passport 
confiscated. A child forced into a 

marriage. A young woman, groomed 
and sold for sex. 

There’s a conservative estimate of 
41,000 people in slavery in Australia 
today. That number breaks my heart, 
and it fuels our mission. 

I knew I had to act. Government 
efforts were too slow and underfunded. 
But business, I believed, could be 
nimble, sustainable, and powerful 
enough to drive change. 

That’s how The Freedom Hub began: 
a social enterprise café, with 100% of 
profits funding long-term recovery 
through our Survivor School. Today, we 
are Australia’s only independently 
funded, wraparound care provider for 
survivors of slavery. 
 
Social enterprise: activism 
reinvented 
When people think of activism, they 
often picture marches or petitions. But 

social enterprise is a modern form of 
community action, activism backed by 
business strategy, ethics, and impact. 

Our café and event venue in 
Waterloo isn’t just a coffee stop. It’s a 
space for survivor voice, for human 
rights education, and for people to take 
everyday action that matters. 

  
From coffee shop to 
community HQ 
When I opened the café, I thought the 
profits might support a few survivors 
referred to us by The Salvation Army. 
But the need grew fast. More survivors 
reached out. More businesses wanted 
to help. So our café evolved into a 
headquarters for community-powered 
impact. We began hosting corporate 
events, product launches, team 
offsites, birthdays, and even bar 
mitzvahs. Every single function became 
a freedom-funding force. 
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 BUTTERFIES  
IN WATERLOO 
HOW A CAFÉ BECAME A 
CATALYST FOR FREEDOM 
 

Sally Irwin is the founder of The Freedom Hub, a social enterprise that supports survivors 

of modern slavery. In this issue, she reflects on how the organisation began with a café in 

Waterloo and grew into a national model for ethical business and how a small café became 

a base for survivor recovery, ethical employment, and systems change. Social enterprise, 

she argues, is activism, just done differently. 
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With 100% of profits going to our 
cause, we’ve helped hundreds of 
survivors. In fact, 75% of our graduates 
enter work or education within 12 
months, often through jobs with our 
ethical business partners. 

It’s where community, creativity and 
action blend. A simple coffee fuels 
recovery. That café counter became a 
hub for storytelling, awareness, and 
connection. 

 
Turning purpose into systemic 
change 
 In 2018, the Australian Modern Slavery 
Act required large companies to 
address slavery risks in their supply 
chains. I knew we had the unique 
experience to lead, not just comply. 

With a background in corporate 
procurement, 40+ years in business, 
and 15 years supporting survivors, we 
launched our B2B model: 

Ethical business services and 
Ethical business catering 
Through training, advisory, and 
survivor-informed compliance support, 
we help businesses lift humanity in the 
workplace. We co-design policies with 
lived experience. We build trauma-
informed cultures, not just tick boxes. 
 
Feeding people,  
fuelling freedom 
To complete the model, we added 
catering for local businesses. But our 
catering isn’t just food, it’s food for 
thought. Every order funds Survivor 
School. All suppliers are vetted for 
slavery risk. You're not just feeding 
people. You’re funding freedom. 

 
What community action looks 
like today 
Waterloo has been our launchpad and 
our classroom. For us, action isn’t just 

lobbying. It’s being an ethical business. 
It’s helping employees become 
advocates. It’s giving customers the 
power to align their spending with their 
values. 

It’s a café that doubles as a safe 
space.  

It’s events with purpose.  
It’s supply chains that empower.  
It’s a local business driving national 

impact. 
I invite all locals to be part of this 

movement. You don’t need a protest 
sign to make a difference. You just 
need to choose where to spend, where 
to host, and with whom to partner. 

 
n Visit thefreedomhub.org to join the 
movement 
n Follow us on Istagram: 
instagram.comfreedomhuborg 
n Follow us on LinkedIn: linkedin.com/ 
company/the-freedom-hub 
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Sally Irwin
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M
ost people 
considered this 
battle lost long 
ago. The 
Adani-owned 

Carmichael Coal Mine, 
probably the most 
controversial mine in 
Australian history, was 
approved in 2019 and has been 
operational since 2022.   

After years of rabid national debate 
over the project’s economic, 
environmental, cultural and climate 
impacts, the excavators rolled in and 
most of the country moved on. Adani 
had won.   

But one family of Wangan and 
Jagalingou Traditional Owners kept 
fighting. And now, after over 10 years of 
struggle, there are signs the tide might 
finally be turning in their favour. 

Goliath 
The Adani Group is one of the biggest 
and most powerful multinational 
conglomerates in the world, valued at 
over US$200 billion.  

 Gautam Adani, the CEO, is worth an 
estimated $63 billion USD and remains 
the 25th richest person in the world, 
despite a US warrant for his arrest on 
fraud and bribery charges. 

Yet, despite Adani’s power, 

KEEP THE  
FIRE BURNING 
HOW ONE FAMILY HAS NEVER GIVEN  
UP THE FIGHT AGAINST ADANI’S 
CARMICHAEL COAL MINE 
by Kim Paul Nguyen 

We’re gonna stay here until I get 100% 
confirmation that the Doongmabulla 
Springs are not going to be affected. 

Coedie McAvoy, now known as Gurridyula, 
who has lived next to the Carmichael Mine 

pit for almost four years 

COMMUNIITY ACTION
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reinforced by their supporters in 
government and the media, one 
working-class Aboriginal family has 
continued to stand against them. 

 
Waddananggu 
I first met Coedie McAvoy, as he was 
known back then, in May 2021, as he 
was about to lead 100 friends, family 
and supporters on a five-day bike ride 
to the Carmichael Mine site, which he 
dubbed the ‘Tour de Carmichael’. 

Coedie headed back out to the mine 
in August that year, setting up camp on 
a small hilltop directly opposite the 
mining pit to begin a ceremony he 
called “Waddananggu”’, a reclamation 
of a section of his traditional Wangan 
and Jagalingou homelands.   

There, he issued a rallying cry: 
“We’re gonna stay here until I get 100% 
confirmation that the Doongmabulla 
Springs are not going to be affected.” 

The Doongmabulla Springs are a 
rare source of inland freshwater, 
bubbling up from the ground about 10 
kilometres from the edge of Adani’s 
mining lease. They are a sacred site for 
the Wangan and Jagalingou People, 
home to the Mundagarra, the Rainbow 
Serpent.  

The reality was, Coedie didn’t know 
how long he’d be able to stay. Since 
2019, he and his family had been 
upping the ante, occupying sections of 
the mining lease and blocking the mine 
access road. Each time Adani accused 
them of trespassing and demanded 
their removal, the Queensland police 
had acquiesced.  

Coedie lit a ceremonial fire atop the 
hill and settled in, awaiting the police 
response. But this time no removal 
attempt came.  

 
Human rights 
In 2019, Queensland passed a Human 
Rights Act, affirming Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples’ rights to 
“their identity and cultural heritage”, 
“their distinctive spiritual, material and 
economic relationship with the land, 
territories, waters . . . and other 
resources with which they have a 
connection under Aboriginal tradition.”    

As such, although Adani’s Australian 
subsidiary Bravus accused them of 
endangering miners’ safety, the police 
declined to intervene, and Coedie and 
the Waddananggu reoccupation 
continued to block part of Adani’s 
planned mine expansion.  

Come the 26 August this year, 
despite the constant logistical, financial 
and psychological pressures, Coedie 
(now known as Gurridyula) will have 
kept the fire burning uninterrupted for 
four years. 

 
Adrian Burragubba 
Gurridyula’s father,  Adrian Burragubba, 
became the face of indigenous 
resistance to the mine in the mid-2010s. 
For five years, he led legal challenges to 
the mine’s approval, regularly speaking 
out in public as the mine gained 
national then international notoriety. 

But Adani batted away each case, 
and in 2019 Adrian was ordered to pay 
over $600,000 in Adani’s legal bills, 
leaving him bankrupt. With his health 
deteriorating, mine construction 
underway, and the sudden, tragic death 
of his youngest son, Adrian stepped 
back as Gurridyula stepped forward.  

“We had no hope. I was about to 
give up altogether. Then this thing 
came along.” 

  
The landscape changes  
In November 2022, Queensland’s Land 
Court made a landmark ruling: Clive 
Palmer’s proposed Waratah Coal 
Project (even larger than Adani’s and 
also located in the Galilee Basin) would 
breach the human rights of local 
Traditional Owners and should be 
refused. It was the first time the 
Queensland Human Rights Act had 
been used this way.  

Soon after, the same legal team 
approached Adrian Burragubba to 
explore a similar case against Adani — 
backed by new analysis from 
hydrogeologist Professor Matthew 
Currell, showing that groundwater 
removal at the Carmichael Mine could 
eventually drain the Doongmabulla 
Springs.  

If that happens, Adrian’s lawyers 

would argue, the Wangan and 
Jagalingou community’s ability to 
practise their culture in connection with 
the springs would be irrevocably lost.  

 
Another chance 
In February last year, Adrian and his 
lawyers brought this new evidence to 
the Queensland Supreme Court and 
now, after over a year of legal 
deliberations, the judge has allowed 
the case to proceed to trial. 

Adrian’s case has been dramatically 
strengthened by a confidential CSIRO 
report that was recently made public, 
finding Adani’s groundwater data and 
modelling were ‘not fit for purpose’ and 
in breach of the conditions of their 
mining approval.  

A date for the hearing will soon be 
set. Now, after what appeared a lost 
cause to the whole country, even at 
times to Adrian himself, this case 
presents a genuine chance to find the 
mine’s operations unlawful. 

    
The fire still burns 
If it wasn’t for Adrian, Gurridyula would 
never have become the person he is 
now, reoccupying their homelands, 
protecting their sacred waters, and 
exerting their right to exist. And if it 
wasn’t for Gurridyula, perhaps Adrian 
would have walked away from the 
fight, broken by the combined weight 
of Adani and the state and federal 
government.  

About 100 years ago, Adrian’s 
parents and grandparents were forcibly 
removed from their traditional lands by 
the State of Queensland. Their 
language and culture were banned, 
and they were locked in reserves 
thousands of kilometres away. Ever 
since, maintaining their cultural identity 
and their connection to their 
homelands has been an existential 
struggle.   

As Gurridyula lays wood on the fire 
overlooking the mine each day, and his 
father returns to the court to fight the 
government and one of the biggest 
corporations in the world, their actions 
are demonstrations of their culture — 
re-emerging, strengthening, surviving.   



E
lsie is remembered 
as the starting point 
of the women’s 
refuge movement in 
Sydney. For the 

women who lived there, it was 
a site of survival, solidarity, 
and a lived feminism more 
complex than the Women’s Lib 
movement could conceive at 
the time.  

In 1974, more than 50 women, 
including Lina Clayton, Christina 
Gibberson, and Anne Summers, broke 

into two derelict houses in Glebe and 
declared them sanctuaries for women 
escaping domestic violence. The 
homes, named Elsie and Minnie, 
became the first 24-hour women’s 
refuge in Australia and the first in the 
world to use the term 'refuge' as we 
use it today. 

“Elsie women’s refuge was a chaotic 
and fascinating place,” explains artist 
Zanny Begg, “which brought together 
white middle-class feminists alongside 
working-class, queer, migrant and First 
Nations women in a steep learning 

curve of intersectionality, solidarity and 
care.” Her exhibition Elsie (and Minnie), 
now showing at UTS Gallery and 
Library, returns to this moment to 
examine the politics forged inside its 
dilapidated walls. 

The exhibition comprises two major 
new works: the single-channel film 
Elsie (and Minnie) and a three-channel 
video installation, The Yellow 
Wallpaper, alongside a parallel archival 
display.  

The single-channel film anchors the 
exhibition. Begg weaves first-person 
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REMEMBERING  
ELSIE (AND MINNIE) 

 

A UTS Gallery commission supported by the Creative Australia’s Visual Art, Craft and Design 
Framework 2025-2028 and presented in partnership with UTS Library, the UTS Centre for 
Social Justice and Inclusion, the UTS Business School, and the UTS Media Lab
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interviews, archival material, and 
stylised reenactments into a textured 
memory of a movement that was 
improvised, revolutionary, and 
ultimately unfinished. 

Told by the women who lived it, the 
film shows how Elsie helped transform 
public understanding of the reality of 
domestic violence in Australia. Within a 
decade, more than 160 women’s 
refuges had opened across Australia. 
Run by women, for women, they 
directly challenged the legal, economic 
and social structures that kept women 
in violent homes. Domestic violence, 
once dismissed as private or 
unspeakable, was forced into public 
consciousness. 

Anne Summers, Elsie’s original 
founder, recalls: “Back then, there was 
no one to talk to.” Both she and former 
residents reflect on how slowly the 
broader women’s movement came to 
name violence in the home, and how it 
often struggled to recognise how class, 
race, and language shaped women’s 
experiences of it. 

That gap is one of the film’s central 
tensions. It surfaces not through 
critique, but through the reflections of 
those who lived it. “The women’s 
movement was a bit slow at picking up 
on all those issues,” says Bobbi 
Townsend, “whereas we in the refuge 
lived them day by day, and had to sort 
them out.” 

“There were lots of good staff 
members,” Townsend continues, “but it 
was sitting around the table with the 

other women at Elsie, till three, four in 
the morning, just talking about 
everything under the sun. It was the 
friendship that we all valued, that 
freedom, and being able to try to 
unravel what had happened to us. So we 
didn’t keep wearing the tag of victim.” 

Through archive and testimony, she 
revisits a pioneering space of solidarity. 
The refuge was not only a response to 
crisis, but a model of what feminist 
politics could look like in practice. 

The Yellow Wallpaper is a three-
channel video installation is a 
mediation on the pervasive nature of 
coercive control and the possibility of 
liberation from it. Taking its name from 
Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s seminal 
1892 short story, Begg's installation 
uses storytelling and choreographed 
movement to examine control, 
violence, isolation, and power within a 
domestic setting.  

Six women who responded to an 
open call to collaborate with the artist, 
share their personal experiences and 
responses to domestic violence, set 
against a backdrop of hand-drawn 
yellow wallpaper. There is no narration, 
no testimony. In a field where 
disclosure is often expected as the 
price of recognition, this choice is 
deliberate and effective.  

The final component of the 
exhibition is an archival display at UTS 
Library. Posters, oral histories, and 
press clippings from collections, 
including the Mitchell Library and the 
Jessie Street National Women’s Library, 

provide context for the 1970s Women’s 
Liberation Movement in Sydney.  

Today, domestic and family violence 
services are formalised, monitored, and 
increasingly shaped by funding 
contracts and compliance systems. 
Some of this has delivered real gains. 
But Elsie (and Minnie) remind us that 
the refuge movement began as an act 
of refusal and solidarity.  

“When we started Elsie,” Summers 
says in the film, “if I had thought about 
it at all, I probably hoped the refuge 
would be closed by now.” 

Domestic violence is no longer 
unspeakable. Women do have 
somewhere to go. But on any given 
night, more than half of those seeking a 
bed in a refuge are turned away. 

“One of the great collateral benefits 
of Elsie,” Summers adds, “was that 
women could meet other women 
who’d gone through what they’d gone 
through.” The makeshift house on 
Westmoreland Street was never the 
endpoint. It marked the beginning of a 
movement that remains unfinished and 
is still urgently needed. 

 
n If this story has raised issues for you, 
or someone you know needs support: 

n NSW Domestic Violence Line 
1800 656 463 
n 1800RESPECT (National 
counselling service for family and 
sexual violence) 1800 737 732 
n Link2Home (Homelessness 
services) 1800 152 152 
n Child Protection Helpline 13 21 11
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I
n sociology and 
psychology, we study how 
people seek belonging and 
connection in their 

communities. On my first day 
of placement at Inner Sydney 
Voice, I saw this theory in 
action at the Waterloo 
Neighbourhood Advisory 
Board Meeting. Residents, 
government, and non-
government representatives, 
including ISV and City of 
Sydney staff, came together to 
discuss local issues and share 
updates. Among the most 
anticipated events was the 
return of the Waterloo Pet Day, 
after last year’s was cancelled 
due to rain. 

Attendees (including one very 
enthusiastic dog) were excited about 
the chance to access free services like 
vet health checks, cat and dog 
vaccinations, and desexing 
appointments. OzHarvest was 
providing meals, and local services, 
including the Waterloo Library, Cat 
Protection Society NSW, Counterpoint, 
and Petbarn, were hosting stalls to 
connect residents with easy-to-access 
support. 

I attended the event on June 14th 
and was immediately struck by the 
atmosphere at Waterloo Green. The 
white tents, upbeat music and the buzz 
of conversation made it clear I’d 
arrived. Residents and their pets moved 
between stalls, chatting, queuing for vet 

checks, and enjoying lunch together. 
Dogs and cats are natural 

conversation-starters; they help bridge 
gaps between strangers. Joan and 
Allan had only discovered the event by 
accident while walking their dog 
Peppa, and left with a bag of treats. 
Another resident proudly showed me a 
free engraved City of Sydney tag for 
their dog, with their phone number on 
the back. 

Beyond the giveaways, the most 
valuable part of Pet Day was the free 
veterinary advice and care. I met 
Raelene and Frank, who recently 
adopted their five-year-old rescue dog 
Zorro. Thanks to the event, he received 
vaccinations and a desexing 
appointment. Adriana told me she was 
relieved to get a second opinion on her 
pug’s eye, which a previous vet said 
needed to be removed. James 
explained his dog Nugget had been 
mauled the night before and was seen 
by the vets on the day. 

For many, the financial burden of vet 
visits is significant. Pet Day vets 
understand this and are able to give 
practical, compassionate advice 
without judgment. This is especially 
critical during the cost-of-living crisis, 
where some are forced to choose 
between feeding themselves and their 
pets. These are impossible choices, 
especially when pets play such a vital 
role in reducing social isolation and 
improving mental and physical 
wellbeing. 

I also spoke to Rory from 

Counterpoint, a local organisation 
providing casework and advocacy: 
“People are accessing vet services, and 
for people who haven’t got pets and 
people who have, it’s good to have 
community stalls.” It was Rory’s first 
time at the Waterloo Pet Day, though 
he’d attended the one in Surry Hills. 

Sandra from the RSPCA also 
referenced the long-running Northcott 
Pet Day, held each spring for over 15 
years. While that event laid the 
groundwork, accessibility had been a 
concern. Shuttle buses from Waterloo 
were arranged, but transporting pets 
was still “awkward” and “hard,” she 
said. Bringing Pet Day directly to 
Waterloo means residents can now 
access services and connect locally. 

In a community facing rapid 
redevelopment and change, these 
events help foster the social bonds that 
hold neighbourhoods together. Pet Day 
may look like a simple afternoon of 
treats and check-ups, but it’s also a 
chance to create safe, inclusive spaces 
where residents connect with each 
other, service providers, and their pets. 
It’s a small but meaningful step toward 
building a stronger, more connected 
Waterloo. 

 
n Maria is a Social Sciences / Sciences 
student at UNSW and is an intern at ISV. 
She is majoring in Sociology and 
Psychology, and enjoys learning about 
social theory, loneliness and isolation, 
as well as forensic and developmental 
psychology.

O U T  A N D  A B O U T  |  WATERLOO PET DAY 

JUST PAWS-ITIVE 
CONNECTIONS 
by Maria Kontou
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 PAZ AND  
LARISSA 
FAMILIES FOR PALESTINE  
Since 2023, Families for Palestine has 
brought people together on unceded 
Gadigal land through a shared 
commitment to justice, care, and 
collective resistance. We began as a 
small group of mothers holding weekly 
sit-ins at Anthony Albanese’s office —
and grew into a movement rooted in 
the strength of families, both here and 
in Palestine. 

We’ve created spaces where grief, 
rage, and love coexist. From rallies to 
vigils and fundraisers, we’ve centred 
children, mothers, elders, and kin. We 
practice a politics of care that refuses 
to separate the personal from the 
political. 

This work is often carried by women 
of colour and people of the global 
majority — organising, grieving, and 
showing up again and again. We 
honour that labour and call for shared 
responsibility. 

Our advice: start with relationships. 
Build trust, honour people’s time, and 
centre those most impacted. It’s okay 
to start small. You don’t need big 
numbers or polished plans — just the 
right intentions. Let go of expectations. 
Movements grow in the cracks. Be 

consistent, be kind. Never 
underestimate the power of your voice. 
If your work is grounded in love and 
justice, the right people will find you. 
Keep going — with courage and care. 

 
 

MARE  
REGULAR PALESTINE RALLY 
ATTENDEE  
Community action is about responding 
collectively to human and 
environmental rights issues, often ones 
that have deep historical roots. These 
movements are frequently led by 
women, such as Grandmothers Against 
Removal and the Knitting Nannas, as 
well as numerous other grassroots 
efforts that push for systemic change. 
What’s especially powerful today is the 
way these local actions are connecting 
globally, gaining strength through 
digital solidarity and coordinated 
pressure. 

Collective community action provides 
a buffer to activist burnout because 
there’s some level of collective care. As 
one older woman in Sydney put it, 
standing with a Palestinian flag led her 
to find others; now she’s part of a 
network showing up at actions across 
the city. These connections turn 
individual voices into a movement. 

Activism can feel like being a drop in 
a vast ocean, but community action 

shows we are swimming together 
toward global tidal change. It offers 
relational support, political power, and 
hope. 

 

KATE 
HURLSTONE PARK 
ASSOCIATION 
I joined the Hurlstone Park Association 
(HPA) in 2016 when the then NSW 
Government had announced plans to 
impose an "urban renewal" corridor 
along the T3 railway line. Essentially, 
this meant open slather on allowing 
high-rise apartment development. The 
HPA was never opposed to 
development as such, but wanted to 
incorporate liveable, scale-appropriate, 
and aesthetically pleasing development 
that would also incorporate social and 
affordable housing. The HPA had some 
very talented and energetic people 
with skills in planning, communication, 
photography, and submission writing. 
We ran a community awareness 
campaign consisting of old-fashioned 
door-to-door knocking and information 
stalls to galvanise the local community 
to submit their opposition to the open 
slather urban renewal policy. Hurlstone 
Park residents sent in more 
submissions than any other affected 
suburb. We were able to meet the then 
state planning minister, who saw 

VOICES

To better understand what sustains 
community action today, we asked people 
involved in local movements to share 
what helps them stay committed, build 
trust, and keep going over the long haul. 
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firsthand what a special place 
Hurlstone Park is. We engaged with our 
local councillors and council to ensure 
a heritage study was completed for 
Hurlstone Park. After a few years' 
effort, we were thrilled when the 
heritage conservation areas received 
gateway approval from the Department 
of Planning. While the HCAs don't 
guarantee the area will always be 
preserved, it's a good start, and they 
remain an important factor to take into 
consideration for planning authorities 
when considering development 
applications. 

 

CAROLINE 
ACTION FOR PUBLIC 
HOUSING  
People don’t always understand that 
activism does work, and that numbers 
matter,. A lot of people are afraid of 
what might happen to them. Even Terry, 
who used to have a bad attitude 
towards it, started to get involved 
toward the end. He came to actions at 
Wentworth Park, as frail as he was. 
People think being an activist just 
means shouting in the street and 
causing trouble, but it’s not. It’s 
chipping away at things, slowly. 

  

CLAUDIA 
ACT UP  
I’ve found that the "fantasy" of 
solidarity involves ideas of heroism, 
perfectionism, and the expectation of 
gratitude, which can hinder genuine 
action. Sarah Schulman discusses how 
one of the biggest barriers to 
meaningful community action is the 
notion that one must be perfect and 
completely ideologically aligned with 
everyone in the movement on every 

issue, which actually prevents people 
from getting involved. Real solidarity is 
rarely clean or comfortable. It’s messy, 
imperfect, sometimes awkward, and 
you may not receive thanks for your 
efforts. You don’t have to have pure 
motives; you might have joined a cause 
based on a crush, or you might not 
have read all the literature — that’s 
okay! What matters is showing up and 
making an impact, even if it’s small or 
goes unnoticed. Letting go of heroism 
makes solidarity more doable. It 
creates room for honesty, growth, and 
the kind of persistence that movements 
need, not just in moments of crisis, but 
over the long haul. 

 

JACQUIE 
COOKS RIVER VALLEY 
ASSOCIATION 
Part of the success of community action 
initiatives like Cooks River Valley 
Association is that they do fun and 
engaging activities for a diverse range 
of people — using different and 
creative strategies and they connect 
with other groups with the same goals 
and passions. 

CRVA’s history is marked by a 
diverse array of events and initiatives 
that have brought the community 
together in meaningful ways. From the 
first Cooks River Valley Festival in 
1900's to Earth Hour Candles on the 
River Night, to setting up Cooks Eye 
pollution reporting system, tree 
planting and river clean up days, the 
association has consistently found 
creative ways to engage families, 
individuals, to raise awareness and 
connect people to each-other and the 
river. 

The CRVA has also joined forces with 
other groups including the Wolli Creek 

Presentation Society and Cooks River 
Alliance to run Two Valley Trail 
Photographic Exhibition, Cooks River 
Riverworks Environmental Sculpture 
Competition. Artworks have also been 
developed to raise awareness including 
one shown at  Sculptures By The Sea 
called “Aftermath” featuring items of 
rubbish removed from the Cooks River. 

 

SUHASINI 
RISING TIDE 
My motto is “structure and love”. While 
folks might join activist groups out of 
the urge to do something, I think many 
of us also share a deep longing to be in 
loving community, to have a sense of 
meaning, and agency. My sense is that 
what makes movements last is 
providing ways to meet those 
fundamental drives. 

Ultimately, the quality of the 
relationships is what holds a group 
together and so being intentional about 
the ways we bring people together is 
important, both in a structural and 
relational sense. How do we make 
decisions together? How do we attend 
to roles, responsibility, and power 
dynamics in volunteer-run spaces?  But 
also, how do we welcome people? How 
do we ‘be’ together to build deep trust, 
the kind that will get us through the 
hard stuff? 

“Third spaces” are incredibly 
important to weave belonging and 
context in. Sea shanty club and post-
meeting potluck dinners have become 
places we can just ‘be’ together, in 
community, for Rising Tiders in Sydney.  

For me, there is no separation 
between organising and community-
building. For me, this IS the work. It’s 
not abstract, it’s showing up every day 
for my friends, and comrades.  

‘‘Letting go of heroism makes solidarity more doable. 
It creates room for honesty, growth, and the kind of 
persistence that movements need, not just in 
moments of crisis, but over the long haul. 

CLAUDIA, ACT UP

COMMUNIITY ACTION
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Since 2007, the 
Village to Village 
(V2V) Shuttle has 
been helping 
residents access 
hard-to-reach 
amenities across the 
City of Sydney. 

Run by Access Sydney 
Community Transport with 
funding support from the 
City of Sydney, the shuttle 
is a free, hop-on, hop-off 
service that operates on 
Thursdays and Fridays and 
is open to people of all 
ages. 

As Access Sydney CEO 
Michelle Newman explains: 

“The idea behind the 
V2V Shuttle is to ensure 
residents have access to 
services, amenities and 
recreation facilities so they 
can engage more fully in 
the life of their community.” 

And people are using it. 
In 2023, the service carried 
more than 18,000 
passengers. About 80% 
were aged over 60, two-
thirds were from culturally 
and linguistically diverse 
backgrounds, and nearly 
half had been using the 
service for more than six 
years. Access to shopping 
and medical appointments stood out as 
key reasons for travel. 

The service operates across three 
routes, each starting or ending at Poets 
Corner in Redfern: 

The Purple Shuttle 
(Woolloomooloo to Redfern) 
serves Woolloomooloo, Potts Point, 
Darlinghurst, Surry Hills and Redfern, 
stopping at Kings Cross and Surry Hills 

libraries, St Vincent’s 
Hospital, Central 
Station, Paddy’s 
Markets, and local 
shops. 
 
The Green Shuttle 
(Redfern to 
Pyrmont) links 
Redfern, Waterloo and 
Glebe with Redfern 
Station, RPA Hospital, 
Glebe Library, Broadway 
Shopping Centre, the 
Fish Markets and 
Pyrmont. 

 
The Orange 
Shuttle (Redfern to 
Broadway) connects 
Green Square, 
Alexandria, Erskineville 
and Newtown with 
Waterloo and Green 
Square Libraries, local 
train stations, King 
Street, RPA and 
Broadway. 

 
Michelle sums it up 

simply: “The solid 
and enduring 
partnership we’ve 
developed with the 
City of Sydney 
Council has 
supported 

thousands of residents to 
access health services, 
shopping centres, libraries, and 
recreation facilities — it’s a 
success story.”

n For timetables, routes and stops, or more information, visit 
https://villagetovillagesydney.wordpress.com/ or call Access Sydney on 02 8241 8000.

 
noticeboard    

All Aboard: free ‘Village-to-Village’ 
Shuttle keeping Sydney connected
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Juanita Nielsen’s disappearance 
reported in early edition of  
Inner Sydney Action 
 

I
n August 1975, just weeks after the disappearance of housing activist and newspaper 

publisher Juanita Nielsen, the Inner Sydney Regional Council for Social Development 

shared its alarm in the first-ever edition of its community broadsheet, Inner Sydney 

Action!; the publication that would later evolve into Inner Sydney Voice. 

The issue features a stark headline: “MISSING! Residents’ 

Friend Missing”. It reflects the deep concern within the local 

community about Juanita’s sudden and unexplained 

disappearance from Kings Cross, where she had spent years 

organising alongside residents to resist destructive development 

plans. 

The article describes Nielsen as a vital part of the local 

movement for housing justice. It pays tribute to her paper, NOW, 

which it credits with helping people “maintain morale in their fight 

against the priorities of big business over the rights of residents.” 

Despite her privilege, the article notes that her writing showed no 

trace of condescension: “There was none of that ‘fighting for you, 

the little people’ in her writing.” Instead, she advocated for 

inclusive participation across socio-economic divides. 

The piece ends with a call to carry forward her legacy: “Long 

live ‘NOW’ and Juanita!” 

Fifty years on, Juanita Nielsen remains one of Sydney’s most 

significant (and unresolved) figures in the history of urban 

activism. Her story reminds us that media, community organising, and resistance are deeply intertwined. For 

Inner Sydney Voice, it’s also a reminder of our roots, amplifying resident voices, questioning power, and 

documenting the struggles that shape our city. 

FROM THE VAULT 1975
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COMMUNITY ACTION 
SSPPEECCIIAALL  EEDDIITTIIOONN 

FROM LEFT Coedie McAvoy, now known as 
Gurridyula, Meisha and Adrian Burragubba 

VOICEINNER  
SYDNEY

WANT TO HAVE YOUR 
VOICE HEARD? 
We’re always looking for new 
voices — opinion pieces, 
investigative articles, profiles of 
community organisations, 
interviews and more. If you have a 
feature idea, please contact the 
editor on 02 9698 7690 by 
email at communications@ 
innersydneyvoice.org.au

SUBSCRIBE  
AND KEEP INFORMED 
Subscribe to keep informed about social 
issues affecting the inner Sydney region and 
to receive four issues of ISV delivered to your 
inbox every year. Please contact our office on 
02 9698 7690 or by email at 
admin@innersydneyvoice.org.au for 
more details or use the QR code, at right.
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