


Papuan Elders Say:
To plant for one year - plant rice
To plant for ten years - plant trees
To plant for one hundred years - plant people.
(Thanks Lizzie Harris!)




) twenty years. It's a long time for any

A organisation to survive in the capacity
A that the Regional Council has. We
started off with a bang in 1974 to 1977 - we had
funding! Then, according to the Federal
Government which funded us, the job was
complete so, hey presto, it pulled the plug and
left us high and dry with no funding.

- In that time we were involved in any number of

things: establishing community organisations;
helping write submissions for neighbourhood

.centres, on the Commonwealth State Housing

Agreement; housing issues, traffic and trans-
port, blockades, demonstrations, communica- -
u'on radio and TV, ethnic issues, employment

We were-then Ieft wondenng if our 1974 10 1976

report was our first and final word, and whether
it was the end of the begmmng .or the begin-
ning of the end.

Having put off our staff, but with sorﬁe accumu-
lated funds, we asked our.s'elves “Well where to
from here?” :

With the support and recogmuon we had built
up we knew we were d valuable organisation
that was needed, and we also knew the job at
hand was far from over, so.....back to the good
old days, call in the volunteers and we wel-

. comed back Marg Barry, Val Martin, Brenda -
- Humble and Simon Clough. How we had to rely

on them to keep the Council afloat. Our heart-
felt thanks today must go out to that team and
to the management committee. of the day, as I
am quite sure we would not be here celebrating
twenty years on otherwise.

Regional Council carried on with volunteers
until early 1978 when our submission to the
NSW Government was successful and we
received a grant for one worker.

It was certainly necessary to reorganise....but
what would be the most effective way to have
the most impact on a region needing to know
what was going on? And so we decided to
publish a magazine to get the information out
and keep it flowing. That was a great idea, but
what would it be called? After three months it
had a name, thanks to Greg Thompson. And the
name.... INNER VOICE which you all know
today - a magazine we await eagerly with all
that invaluable ongoing info. :

* As we cast our minds back, and forward, we

might wonder whether the issues have changed.
Some of the battles have been won, some lost.

Foreword

But we did make a difference!

The four basic aims of Regional Council then,
as today, although we might have a slightly
different mterpretatwn but only Shght I hasten
to add, are:

. to elzmmate needs:

= (o increase participation

* {0 increase co-ordination

- lo provide resources to the community.

When I read these again recently I thought they

.sounded pretty hopeful. Well they are! And we

need to continue to remind ourselves who we are
working for. We have to set aside any fear of

‘offending the funder. We have to respond to our

membership, get it right, take risks, provide
information people can understand so they can

“acton it.

Things do shift around in time, governments
change and people change, but the issues
remain. We have been there, we have come
through the shifts, we are still here and we will
continue to make a difference. -

The organisation has gone from strength to
strength lately employing two full-time workers
and five part-time workers, providing informa- .

‘tion, support and resources to a very broad

range of people. o
While we sometimes feel the future looks prerty

grim, I believe that as a whole we have become -

pretty passive operators. We need to get back

© into some good old action, back to the streets.

We need to be seen. Governments need to gel
some very clear messages and listen to what we
are saying. We are not going away. If they want
te throw the baby out with the bath water, well.
it's not going 1o be this baby!

Finally, in this great achievement of twenty
years, on behalf of the Inner Sydney Regional
Council for Social Development, I would like to
thank everyone - 56 many to-name who have
participated and supported Regional Council
achieve its goals - I look forward to your

. continued support.....and welcome you mto the
 next rwemy years of our life! ‘

= Ph;hppaO Keeffe
" Chairperson




The roots of the Inner Sydney Regional Council for Sociai
Development are firmly planted in resident action and the
- pitched battles in The Rocks, Woolloomooloo, Victoria
. Street (Kings Cross), Fig Street (Ultimo/Pyrmont);,
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‘The development boom in Sydney’s CBD built
up in the 1960s and boiled over into the
surrounding suburbs as the ’60s turned into
the ’70s. Residents formed coalitions to oppos.
these developments and sought help from the
newly formed CRAG (Coalition of Resident
Action Groups) and muscle from the militant

' BLF (Builders Labourers’ Federation) itself

taking action on the appalling working

conditions in the building industry. | o BT
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The winds of change were blowing across the nation.
- And to the strains of ‘It’s Time’, Gough Whitlam led his
Party out of the wilderness and a Labor Government
took over the reins of power in Canberra.




While the Inner Sydney RAGs (Resident Action PEOPLE
Groups) pulled closer together to fend off the
common enemy, an excifing experiment was POWER
emerging from the new Government. Called the = _ | O ' O
" Australian Assistance Plan, it was designed to help ‘
people improve their own communities in the way |
they wanted. And it was to work on a regional basis. f O

the au i i .
%A KIROUND PAPER TO PRELIMINARY KEETING FOR THE NATIGNAL GONGULTATLCN istralian assistance plan

. THE AUSTRALLAN ASSISTANCE PLAN, MAY™ 1975

| ’Cltlzens to get

T :» paper was framed by Sr. Carcle Pedorsen, Secretary, Inner Titby <

negional Council for Social Develeopment (Sydney), and Chris O'Conneil, a Say In gOVt ’_‘

Director, Ceuncil of Social Service of Mow South Wales. . wames

[

THE AUSTRALIAH 455 Al iHl‘ ! “{ fH THE INKER GITY

i number of organisations are systematising their thoughts on the

fwstralian Assistance Plan, as the deadline for the Plan's legislation

approaches. In late iy, 1975, people active in £.6.0.5.5., H.5.M,.
€.C.5.5., and the Inner City R.C.5.D, of Sydney; mot o share their

iy e et i e orenr
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thoughts. The meeting charged Sr, Pedersen and Chris O'Connell with

the job of quickly prepariang a statement on the role uf regional cUunc11;
for social davelopment = R.C.5.Ds. What follows is that statement.
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Kagional counclls for soeial developmcnt ara regional structuress linked
tn with other regianal structures, they form part of a network of rr.gior‘ i
- structures. This network, the activities they cerry out (their’
functions), and the personnel who make %hem work, constltutc tho reglonal

devel oprnent process.

A1l three lovels of government, and the communit, titute parts of

this regional development procass.  The austrs for further informasion please enquire

regional offices - say, of Soclal Sccurity - . from th2 following contagls:

iots of regional officeshand bodizs = for ox»
" and the Department of Decentralisation end
"lvisery Councils outside the Sydney MetTe
roviowing the communiby service side of ¢
\_,urnmuiuty Services has rocommended A 1
CU"\PlL‘tL vith regional directors runm~
Government, throughout fustralia now |
created to take advantagoe of the Ir
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The Australian Assistance Plan
AMND YOU
in The City of Sydney
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In late January 1974, Andrew Jakubowicz,
UNSW sociology academic and Chairperson
of Surry Hills RAG (Surry Hills Planning
for People), brought some 40 people together
“at the Surry Hills Anti-TB Clinic to explore

'VOL.1 NO.1

Produced By:

(NNER SYDNEY REGIONAL COUNCIL
FOA SOCIAL. DEVELOPMENT
contactug al —

£.0. Box 158, Brosdway.

of 213 Agis Street, Gleha,

Phane - G60-6620 { 660-6381

WHAT 1S 1T 1177

‘the Regianal Council is 2 graup set up by
residents 1o toky sdvaatage uf an Australian
Gavarament program called the Austradian
Assistance Plan (the AAPL

- The Govesnment hat praduced a ac of dos-
umens un the AAP, and these give threa bas
*| e aimi tar an FCSD such a5 gum, thete be-
ing:—

() community deelopmant (peaple i
praving theit saighbourhoods themsal-
veih, -
(i) regional soctal plaaning lirying to meet
praple's needs belore meating the de
mands of moned interests].

{ia} asay in nafionsl policy (e yourssy *
in Canbesral.

 |n practicl tarms howaver, this mems twa
things. 1) that msidents hava 3 right 1o part-
leipata in decisions that atfuct their liver 2}
that the peopie can participate in decisions
that ars important. .

The Regianak Council ic thus 2 wry for res-
sdents 1o elate ta sificial govecnment bad-
Tes. Nevar before has saything like this beent
=| affernd, and itis vp te us ko mlk_LH.mlJ:h 2
uf this appasigety 3 b5 possible,

aach year 1o un aa office, and 535,000 10 ;
employ thres prole called Cammunity b1

Iong namaes that we use initials 2 lat). Thess .

peoply ars Margarst Barry {Soush Sydary),

‘Scnn Aden {Leichhardt) sad Branda Humble
Gy).

WHAT ARE WE DOING ?
The Regianal Counsil is bying ta da same:

Eut there are hupdeeds, and they are sl
somplizated. Anything that happens any-
where In Sydney peems ta raault in mors pro-
blems for uw .

What really matiers i that, at last, people
wnth paveti seem 1o be starting 9 noticy

out problemy, But nu one is yet Sooking for
total solutions—alé v are guiting is & pateh-
work of inttant remadies that duves seem to
touch the resd issues, i

| r&'y’dy 1 Cou

“The problems can bz hoiled down to two

_tatasly different typa of geople liva in the

To do this, the AAP provides ue with $10,808 ary peaple,
, 3o dbaut acli

velgpment DHicers (ED0:—thers azy 58 many

thing abiout same of inaer Sydney's problems, by dong a¢ efficienty as powsible. This mean

the establishment of a regional social devel-
opment council in Inner Sydney (Sydney,
_South Sydney and Leichhardt LGAs). .

Their %U i
. hye ¥
iirg o, oury
2 ;5"' P-’an!.fn‘: ,u;; e grasy :
° AT adf o i
Muve gy o0 T6at by
3 Stars ,,Uf, 00 o pigy 7431 Crosgges,
1, v
4 B g riteag < PORSSE puy rerer
“Betonrr gy oy
LC8.D, s
5 _;’;‘n}o'::;, st p "‘:‘:f:;:f CunstrC iy,
her iuf; -
Hearey; ¢ D Aty
ne . BT g,
i

This rotdshiest was pradiced as a supplement o "Honi
Soir'
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neil for Social
Still, var are trying—and that's what Gt-mllu- ge yelopme”f ) &

typat. N

(@ Pwepl ane being focced out of their
hoases by a varisty ol piessures—ex-

the tlniversity, devel 1,

the Howring Cummizsian, or, mare im-
portintly, increasing rants and cusie

{il  Evan thoze wha can siay can't get the
minimad seevices they deserva—educat.
ion, hiealth and welfare servicas, trant-
pont, communiiy faeifitias, shops, ele.

OUR ROLE

I Smmex Sydnay i particular, with a popu-
kation litarally undar threat, tha Aagioaz!
Council cannot b sestricied {8 merly “wel- s
tace™ mattees for three peasons. Firsty, it
does mat help the residents ta have full facil-
ities if 1hay have ta move out. Secondly, it
s waataful 10 giopesa & cartaln facility {such
18 a childcare centre) if, within five years, &

acen d the Lacitity-is simply not needad.
Finatty, it does not tackla the resl causes of
our problems—houting, unsmploymant, and
the pawarlessniss ol oidipsry people. ™.
The Regicnal Coungil vs wnrking far ofdin-
heir areeds and problems, it's

HOW-TQ DO THE IMPQSSIBLE

Rithough the problems 2e¢ smmense and ok
even hally undeestond, they can be overcom
far ooe hatic reaton, This ix that peapis will
fight Ear their homas, their rights and thelr

way af life. As long a5 the Rugional Council %
stays relevent to thase maltsrs, it can succesd P

Hoverver, dus to cur very limited resnuwscen
{manry and people}, it is important that this §

that the Regienad Council sitempts {o an-
sunt thil praply can particlpate in the im-
porienc jssues that atfect tham aad not get
caught up in the web or burssucracy. “Ef-”
ﬁ:}l{t\!" thus means Brstly, teekling the
priosity issues, sacondly, not wasting peo-
ple’s Gma in prajacts that don’t achieve any-
thing. and thirdly, sttempting 10 gain thy
suppert and cooperativn of crganizstions
that e Hming a1 sinilar andx




$3,000 seeding funds were used to alert and bring together in July 1974 a
wide range of people to form an interim regional council. Funding was then
sought for a social planner, secretariat staff, and three CDOs (Community

- Development Officers), one in each LGA to assist people formulate their

- plans of action. Executive Officer Colin Menzies, started work at our new
Glebe office above ‘The Tribune’ in February 1975.
In November we moved to Meagher Street, Chippendale.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

: » great pleasure to present this report of
brk over the last thirty months

. and achievements.

ave learned over the last

activitjes outlined
jans reading it if

ousing
feld as
e South
how their
most |
effective Seminar of people
were drawn togeth als of
rehabilitation. The published
and are available Office,
RobertAqu Within the housin able to
(Dec 74 - the
75), Robert: esidents of Wate; sidents
Secretary grmittee. These verments
Sue Faire (F
- Feb 75) Eliza mooloo is well
" Pederson (Apr at area is
Jun 76), Donna fas also been an -
Treasurer i as housing fgr
Dimitri Gotsis ( . : men. op
. (Dec 74 - Feb 75), : uly tt’ii Il;alz ise%e;i:) :
Ron Stuart-Roberts : : : - offihe Chil dng
Winchester (Jun 1976 Bydney, and we have co-

Staff: Executive Officer Colii
Project Officer Mauro di Nicok
Secretary Val Martin Adminisirative 2
Lois Burton replaced by Elizabeth Pace
Community Development Officers Brenda whereby child bashing problems can be exammed
Humble (Sydney) Margaret Barry (South We have also worked in Balmain, helping the

Sydney) Scott Aden (Leichhardt) replaced by Health Commission to.set up 4 residens health
: : . ' advisory committee which has brought many diverse
Simon Clough (Local Projects) people togemer to look at their own health needs

f South Sydney were able to-
#éws. Our Project Officer has indeed
worksd hird and tenaciously for well over clghteen
months in this field, She has cpened avenues’




. and-the Community Worker from Redfern House

e helj:l with submissions, to explain bureaucratic jargon,
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In the field of elderly people we can look at the
instigation of MAG which has been an overwhelming
success. It began with the assistance of many local
groups and Government Departments in the area and
was facilitated by the enthusiastic work of our CDO,

(who is also 2 member of the management committee
m South Sydney). It has sisters blossoming in -
Beaconsfield (WAG), and Rosebery (RCC). In
bringing together these groups the AAP has a'gain
proved itself a remarkable facilitator.

A series of Tenants’ Rights Workshops were heId by
Robert Mowbray under the co-sponsorship of Shelter
NSW and the Regicnal Council. These have been of
immense value to people working or living in the
area. The furtherance of these lectures at the local
leve! have readily been welcomed in Darlinghurst,
Kings Cross, Surry Hills and Glebe. His knowledge is
slowly becoming part of the communities knowledge.

‘We need feel no shame, for if we are buried it will be
with honour and result of short-sightedness.

For now we must look to the future rather than the
past. We have to learn to fight to be recognised. As
we got to the next few months I ask you to do one
thing - bang the drum more! . - .

We have made two rmstakes in the past, fi.rsjly,‘ we
have not pushed the Regional Council to the floor and
50 have been overlooked. Secondly, we have forgotten
that bureaucrats count heads, and because we did not
draw people away from their actual involvement mto
our structure we have kept our numbers fow. We will
need to call on you all now to be counted.

Whatever mistakes we have made, the community
has benefited far beyond the money that has been
allocated tous, _

Let us protect the vision of people having an
organisation through which they could be heard. To

to give them resources so that they have a v01ce of
their own.
In winding up I would like to urge you all to bring -
these facts to the attention of our. parliamentary
members, and urge them to support the conlinu_ation
of the Australian Assistance Plan.

Peter Bradley

Chairman

Major Activities

» Strategies Paper

* Identifying Home Help
Service gaps

e Increasing Local Child

Care Services with South
Sydney Council and local
groups

* Housing Rehabilitation
Seminar

* Regional Housing Confer-
ence

s Waterloo Community
Consultation

*+ Woolloomooloo Planning
with Sydney City Council

-+ Stanley Palmer Tenancy

Centre
s Tenants’ Rights Book and
Training with Tenants’ '
Union of NSW
+« Submission to Human
" Relations Commission
with ISRAG
* Problems of ex-alcoholic
women: Seminar and
setting up Marty House
* Assisting Housing Com-
mission residents to
examine landlord policies
+ Support to Botany Bay
Planning and Protection
Co-Ordinating Committee
* Conference on Council
Boundaries
» IWY¢ar: Funds to establish
.Mobile Info Van, South
Sydney Women’s Centre
» Development of Douglas,
Street Park with SSAAP
* Development of Aged
.~ Activities Groups in South
Sydney
» Seminar on relevance of
spation programmes -(cg
AAP) to migtant problems
* Submission for Rocks
Cotiage Nursing Home
with Rocks residents
¢ Submission on Psychiatric
Reform :
* Community Development
Workshop '
s Support for Newlown
Community Council




On 8 June 1977 we were incorporated.
Three weeks later Canberra pulled the plug.

Much of our time was spent on the National
AAP Survival Campaign - the Campaign
failed, but the ideas and commitment sur-

vived.

‘Treasurer Alan W\ inch
Secretary Phil -
-Sub Regionu.

New Year; Lynda Ti

Chairperson Peter Bradley
Vice Chatrperson Jo Wynter

ester

N

South Sydney t1wh VicDonnell
Leichhardt Shane Waterton

~ City of Sydney Greg Thompson

" Staff: Elizabeth Duke and Colin
Menzies resigned carly in the

n and Hall

Greenland were employed part-
time on Family- Support and
Unemployment projects.
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MAJOR ACTIVITIES o
* Urban Renewal Taskforce Consultation with Federal Department of EHCD
¢ Housing Allowance Voucher Experi.menl;' Consultation with Federal Department of EHC

* Development of Bond Fund with Tenants” Union
mmunity Well-Being’ with S

» Conference on the Vinson-Homel Report: ‘Indicators of Co

- Centre and YACS . A
* Reports identifying service gaps and duplication in Family Support Services

= Report on Unemployment in the Region with Unemployment Commattee
* CYSS Developments Projects: Alexandria Job Squad and Chippo Fixits -

and Surry Hills Neighbourhood Centres with local committees
“* Submission to Inquiry into NSW Government Administration

¢ Brenda Humble produced "Wooloomooloo" book

» Development of successful proposals for funding of Kings Cross Community Aid, and

D

ydney Community

WB_IS:'I'S_:idé., Newtown
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The Council of Social Service of N.S.W. has
.supported the Australian Assistance Plan since
T its inceptien, The Council urges the National
Government to continue to fund the AAP as a
national pian and endorses the Statcment of
Principles and other recommendations which
resulted from the Conference of Regicnal
Councils for Social Development in Sydney
April 3-4, . ’ .

It is of the highest priority that memb

AUSTRALIAN ASSISTANCE PLAN——
MUST CONTINUE

The threat of extinction hangs over the Australian Assistange. Plan.
£ . Ty : s )
aml other Statc COS5s, this Council is extremely c¢nncerped about its Futuve.

In common with ACOSS '

In this way, both the government and
sectors are able to design their

a response to community needs,
‘e experimentation in welfare
“1ng established voluntary
; innovative projects
not available,

fundamental to
~cnance of
famental - -

councils of the NSW Associatien of Reu S Qh"’o
Councils for Social Deveclopment shou! ?“'-o";’c-’fcz;‘,’%o >
ociated sufficient administrative ant ":’nd'b &N ’;ﬁ 02{25.
development funds to cnable them t \“{.}"J uo_zfo,aj_%
carry out their programmes. v T %%i.:» f’f)‘
The Government has stated among Q’QA 3 5%
the e¢ncouragoment of developmer s, égo? 5
ratin in which people have s 0. 3 . RIS
independence to achieve thei- ’ &C'qu% R - ;%O';?%*%bsor
life, in ways which they des q‘bi% 4 C'o'}'f-‘z, 4 ?/]7‘ "i?‘bp
ratian Assistance Plan 1s a'_’°z'- bees'.},ob "*70:!.-?\"0‘}' s
which are designed aroa ¢ Th Mo a8 ™ an, °° ,0\'/0,‘}‘

. K . "

| chairman's report

Well, this year I'm respectable when I address you, because
the Regional Council is al last a legally incorporated co- |
operative, even if now impoverished. As you know, we have now
become a voluntary organisation due.to the short-sighted,
mindless acts of politicians in both the Federal and State
Goverments. They refused to recognise the great army of
volunteers that the A.A.P. organised to relieve them of the
financial burden of community activities.

"You find out who your friends are when you have been. turncd
into an outcast and had your financial support withdrawn.
However, our former staff, along with the members -of the
Regional Council continue to give layal support to a range
of comnunity activities. We've built here in the nner city
a core of responsibility and belonging that was-dreamt of
when the AA.P, was first envisaged. We shall be moving
soon 1o humbler premises and we shall have to give very
serious thought to clarifying where we feel our major thrust
should be in the future. "Without financial support from any
source, it will be increasingly difficult for the Regional
Council to continue to act as the resource base for the'
hundred-odd community groups we have helped in the past. .

I believe that, as the crisis deepens in our cconomy,
government at both levels will live to rue the day that they
stuTtified the growth of community.self-help. Mr._ Fraser
threw a virile baby into the millpond, and Neville Wran
stood and Tet it happen. They never realised that the
inherent ability of that ¢hild to float will bring it to the
top again,

50, to save paper and economise, I'1T1 just ask you to
realise we shall just have to work and sacrifice a 1ittle
harder to ensure that political short-sightedness never
prevents people from being able to develop their own
community projects. And [ have drawn heart from the
corments of one of our members, a local housewife and
mother of three, who said “The A.A.P. is something special
for us, for it didn't give us hiandouts, rather, it taught
how to go about getting those things we wanted - it gave
us the skills, pointed us in the right direction and
supported us along the way - and we grew immeasurably

tn the process of controlling our own affairs.”

Peter Bradley
. . Chairman.
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- In one year we went from the

- brink of extinction, through a

transmogrification into a Regional

Information and Resource Centre.

- We found a new home,a new

identity and spent a long easter

- break preparing our first INNER
VOICE. ' N

' a9
\ a9s0u 38

ST ARG T

Things looked pretty grim as we
. moved all of our gear out of our
Chippendale office - and as we
packed up and moved out, we
closed one chapter In the history of
the Reglonal Council.
However, the Board looked at how
- we could continue to develop and
saw that this was by changing to an
Information resource function.

We've seen q big change Inthe
Regional Councll, with a lot of
energy going into the Information
and Resource function. But its
continued to work well for two
reasons - one Is the hard work and
dedication of the staff, Marg Barry
and Marion Fennell, and two, the
remarkable input of fime, energy
and ideas: by the members of -
Reglonal Councll,

- moving to a new office iwith

SECRETARY'S REPORT

. Anne, Greg - what a way to spend

* other groups<=“with the Austral

. established In the offices and
~ Shelter working out of here as well. e

McDonnet

ey Trish
?’hinagteraﬁons 10 thc‘]:(;arﬂ
Vice Chalrperson Tnste Lé\
Organisat' onal Delegd Lo
} hhatdt‘Delegate. Mi .
Isﬁm Sydney Delegate Fre

This ranged from finding and

removalists Jahn, Julle, Dick, Greg, -
Ann, Min, Wal, Frank, Donand
others); cleaning It out and setting
It up IMarsha, Marg, Val, Phil, Trish);
then preparing, setting out and
printing 'Inner Voice' (Mike, Peter,

an Easter!) and now sétting up the.
information system [Sue, Carol,
Eugenia, Marcia) and one It goes . .

Other members and people and

Social Welfare Unlon firmly




Major Activitios

is widely distributed

througout the region to

all kinds of pecple -
locals, health and

. welfare workers,
community groups,
neigbourhood centres,
government departments
and local peoliticians.
* The Resources -
including printing,
typing, copying meeting
rooms and people!

* Regional Information
System - déveloping a
storage and '
distribution system
{based on the UWASIS
system and not
centralization of
information.

* Local Newssheets -

the Board supported the '

principle of developing
local newssheets that
served as a venue for
snippets of information
about local happenings,
reports published,
coming events, etc.

* 'Inner Volce' - which
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In our new role as an information and
resource service, we settled in to '"Hexham
‘House' but weren't allowed to settle back.
Life at Regional Council was frantic. Our j J
work on unemployment led us into looking i w i Vil 1

at traffic and transport which le(a)d us . M
“into health which led us into the Clean Air - -

“for Chzldren campagm : , : ~ BOARD OF DIRECTORS 78/79
Chairpersan Greg Thompson Vice Chairperson
Trisha Lynch Secretary Michael Clohesy

Inner Sydney Regional Council * Treasurer Trish McDonnell Working Group
Information Exchange - Delegatés Botany Jenni Payne Chris Manning
Towards a Statement of Objectives . City of Sydney Peter Bradley Bev Barnett
. In the past year the Informafion and Resource Centre prq]ect Leichhardt Ian Dall John McMahan South
- of Regional Council has maintained its commitment of provid- Sydney Phil Smith Fred Turvey
ing information, support d back-up resources to local net- Staff? Edna.Yincent took over the admin reins

city. Its activities are based on : rclinquisﬁ by Marion Fennell and Sharon
McCalluni joined i with our new Mulilith

works and groups in the |

contexi of peoples’ networks and conimunities of intevest. The
art of informing and becoming informed is 2 community de-
velopment process as it becomes an exchange of skills and
knowledge leading to action. This developmental perspective
is quite different from that of SERVICE delivery. It places far
more importance on resourcing the informa! networks of peo
ple and, in particular, groups forming around specific issnes.
Activities have been in arcas of: :
A. Skills and knowledze development of local groups by pro-
viding consultancy, support and back-up. e.g.Community Work
"Short Courses".

B. Assisting the establishment and mamte-
nance of local networks on specific issues (e.g.
TNT Action Group ). Assisting in the mainte-
nance of local forums for discussion (South
Sydney AAP, Leichhardt Interagency). Provid-
ing physical resource back up through Re-
source Centre (Multilith Press and printing
service, typewriters, collater, stapler) '

C. Newsletters - Inner Voice, Environmental
Healih Bulletin, Transport Group Newsletter -
arkl Publications ~ Transport Report, Traffic
Disasters, Lead in Petrol, Health & Air Pollu-
tion '

D. Regional Information System - develop-
ing and documenting the process of how re-
gional systems might operate and discussion
paper published. ‘

These activities demonstrate a commitment to
strengthening local resources, feaching peo-
ple to understand information
through the provision of infor--
mation around specific issues.

T
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The call by the Prime Minister, Mr

.s Frascr, to increuse the {cad content in

AR trol h d ' i ‘
pctrol hos engercd maony parents in ' '
Sydney. y' the corner :

. © One pareols’ group is 8o concerned at of Rag]an ) :

the level of lead .pollution that it wants ils '

children tested for lead poisoning.

any Streets

A report feomy the Uni- A .

versity  of  N3W i s h wi ].I ENSURE

L 37 tinked  lead  emissions iy

from cars with high lead

leveis \n children's alood

— and slarted a move-

ment [o warn parents of

the dangers of lead poi-
soning.

The report has alarmed
ond confused parenis and
made  them maore  con-
cerned abouwl dssues such
as the lead content in
petral and car emissian
controls.

4 And 1t has made others
think about quitting the
“biz smoke” for a cleanet

, enviroiment.

Dr Mark' Harris is one.

' He works at an ianer-
Jcity children's  hospiial
v and has kept an ecye on’

MAJOR ACTIVITES
/ '*Set up HIRS (housing
5] mmﬁon & referra)
27y IVIce) with Sheftey Nsw
I.’omaﬁon of the B
Nc;ghbmu-hood

aﬂfonmﬁon
& Resoure
Ccntrcs' )

*r Forim ' L
ortaati - _ ;
™ on of the l;ﬂslonal DU )

Jsed

" lead pollution for some
tiae. . . . )
He has  considered R@mal Em’“'mﬂhcnta[ . i
packing up and. moving | Hm!ﬂl G l be H
= his  wife Wloabein and . : loup ;

*Lead In Pe
, . trol/Clean Ajy 10pS
for Children Campaj p ;

{'ymmg salv Benjamin otit
tof the rity.
“The lead teport wade

iz mare deicrmined.” Dr .
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Consolidation marked this year's
programme with more.-attention paid
to organisational backup. A full-
time Office Manager was appointed,
and we increasingly adopted a
‘networking role.

TNT PBEPARES o EVICT 1000 {enant:

eaiseTy ar gisss T A1

st o apys T voaer e |
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Editorial NN ER
There’s one fact that continually reappears in
folk tales and stories about the little people in
the inner city - the ‘B’ company - they don’t go
away, and they don't give up! - :

This may appear strange on the surface but, in
today’s world of rapid .change where tomorrow’ s
brilliant solution becomes, in the twinkling of
an eye, yesterday’s tired old thinking, this can
be very important.

Governments think that, if they don’'t fund you
anymore or, if they no longer think the idea.is
exciting or feasible, then-the people, and the
ideas, just lie down and die.-

Well that’s not really true, and there’s a. cou-
pled of things in this ‘Inner Voice 15 which
demonstrate otherwise. A number of little people
have stuck to their guns and plodded along, often
unnoticed, and.people think they’re not there any
more. But they are there - and sometimes they
come up Lrumps. :

Take the Waterloo ‘B Company for 1nstance They've
been fighting those damned high-rise proposals of

YOIOELS

the Housing Commission for almost 9 years — some-
times making a blg splash, sometimes just a tiny
ripple. : ’

And then, out of the blue cn July_23,-South Sydney
Council announces that the Waterloo Redevelop-
ment Area has been classified by the Naticnal
Trust. That’s right, classified - the highest
category of the National Trust. :
Of course the fight’s not over, not by any means,
but this is a very important battle won in the
whole war.

Then again there’s the Chlppendale ‘B’ company.
They've been putting proposals to the State Gov-—

-ernment - for nearly 12 months, and they’ve got

precious little back. They decided to buy the
first house themselves, .much like Henny Penny
seraping around frem friends and supporters - for
the deposit. And presto! The first member moves
back to Chippendale in a Co-op House. '

" Bnd now the residents arcund the Glebe Gully in

Randwick tell us they. want to join the ‘B’ éom-
pany too! They say they’ll keep fighting for the
Gully. They’'ve got good credentials - the only
piece of rainforest left in Sydney; a very rare

" lizard; and attendance of over 1,000 people at

public meetings. But we don’t know whether they’re
real ‘B’ company material or not - you’ve got to
be in the game for a couple of years, prove that
you can stay in there fighting, take the worst
they can throw at you, ride it all, and still be
searching for the: knockout punch. .
Yes, you have to prowe.you're in ‘B’ company -
that you'll B here when they come, and B here
when they go!

(holrperson Greg Thompson Vice (hourperson Tom Zubrycki Sexretary Michael Clohesy Treosurer Oi Furnls
Working Groyo Delegatas Botany Di Lazarus Jenni Payne City of Sydney Ron Trainer Peter Gollingwood -
Leichhardt Robyn Gribble John McMahon South Sydney Annabel Wyndham Fred Turvey
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eliciting support from commumit
groups, especially P&Cs and Lo

quired 10 be able to run on this ang
10 be fitted with catal yst after-
burners by 1984, :

" g | This major victory tendsto eclipse

some of the other activities of the
Group. Notably it has attempted
to orgamise and hold workshops
around wide range of environmen-
tal and public health issues, re-
ports of which are included in the
Bulletin:

* traffic noise and accidents

* aircrafinoise

* occupational health and safety

*especially LPG storage

* pesticides

* radiation

There is certainly no shortage of
continuing issues and new mate-
rial for discussion and debate, bug
T'think they will become increas-

CHYVIRONMENTAL HaALTY

nths have been nity organisations lo bbymg for
very active and successful in terms

of the main campaign - air pollu-

After a large number of local
meetings, Seminars, a media cam-
Paign, and a campaign directed ar

cal Government, the NSW Gov-
emment has announced it will re-
quire 92-octzne, lead-free petrol to
be available from July 1, 1984,

Y | monthly Transport Group News- |77~

- g letter. S D
[

Further, all new cars will be re- %

| This past year has seen the emer-
2 | gence of the Transport Group from
~ | obscurity to a very active coalition
% | of residents’ groups and commu-

-J

Bl

~ | major improvements in both pri-
¢ | vate and public transport,
The Group (with assistance from
our students Karen, Lynelle, Andy,
‘Esther and Margaret) produced &C
‘Traffic Disasters’ and our bi- bi

A N

Late in 1979, the Group submit- i

ted for funds under YACS Social
Impact Analysis Programme to [9®,
document the social, health and

Noxe:

_environmental effects of the
changing transport patterns in the :
a inner city. This Citizens Impact | B

| Statement (CIS) involves local
community groups identifying the
~ | key issues and problems in their
" | areas, distributing over 2,000 |
®y | questionnaires and ‘working (&
through proposals for alleviating
the transport crisis.

(7T

LECHHRARDY
must e
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..Re our open space
parks are still a big is

case of Leichhardt Ov

of Leichhardt l?a
Q' Connell Reserve in

work is being carried

| employed kids in the area undera
State Government grant. If the

project is successful,

_same way. -

% | 4 Grandstand and parking facili-
“%| ties being built within the Park.
i | Leichhardt Council paid half the

cost of the $800,000
in Leichhardt Qval

.| the Baimain Leagues
resident use allowed.

s

Neville Boyle of Uliimo has been _
employed part-time on ‘the CIS |8 _
-§] Project 1o produce the draft final |
M| report by Christmas. . .

Lify| Other issues m which the Group
= | was involved were:

* necessity for a far greater pro-
portion of freight moving through
Port Botany to be transported by
rail rather than trucks

{| * continual opposition to the de-
velopment of container breakup

£

ingly focussed on things like traf-
fic, housing, employment; In this
way environmental and public
health issues will be more effec-
tively tackled at the present time,
B 7 Mark Harris

A areas :
% work with Action for Public Trans-

and freight depots in residential |
areas a

* transportation of dangerous
goods by truck through residential

port and the Hillsdale Bus Action

|| residents failed to st

4| Government is to be

Apia Club.

Group in fighting for more, and
more appropriate, local bus serv-
ices.  Margaret Christian.

FiWk at Square 1] 40 1),

sidents be Soldiers, -Sailors,“
Dogs or Footie Players o get.
E . e

v ..ACCESS TC
T 0UR PARKS
& FORESHORES
ahmk kbbb e

have ‘lost’ to the residents, in the -

being redesigned by Architecture
and Tech College students and the

more parks will be upgraded in the

Wentworth Park is threatened with .[>
{

Crown Land leased exclusively to

opment in Leichhardt Park, a new
park in Balmain given by the State

the Council. This management of
the park is tied up in sucl‘l a way
as to prevent any part of it being
leased exclusively to any sporing
group, and no part of it canbe'sold, |
1| a5 was the case when part of
Leichhardt Park was sold to the

The Leichhardi Association has
been granted $461 to detvelop a
landscape design for Lelch‘har'dt
Park and, hopefully, Council will
implement the final scheme....

problems,
sue. Some

al and part

I'k . One ]
Rozelle, is

out by un- !

it is hoped

Grandstand

, an area of
Club withno

Although the
op the devel-

developed by

Robyn Gribble
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Relationships were strengthened in joint
action with local groups, and interaction
with municipal groupings of community
organisations and other regional
information services across NSW.

1 o, O
U;‘,n,' i /(/R

i

Chairperson Mike Clohesy
Vice Chairperson Tom Zubrycki

Secretary Robyn Kennedy o
Treasurer Phil Smith 6 R Ve )
‘Working Group Delegates .

Botany Nancy Hillier Terry Finlay
City of Sydney Ron Trainer Anna Noble

~

f
'“'.”n.v,..{ ¥y
Y

..

, T et it Leichhardt John McMahon Helen Hanify
o ' South Sydney Fred Turvey Deborah
'  Whitmont ‘

Neighbourhood Centre Forum Jill Napier

Students: Margaret Christian, John

Merrick, Veronica Ascone, Chris Lambous,
. Wendy Burgess

Volunteers: Barbara Doheson, Phyl Pearcy,
" Alanna Clohesy :

-
“

'
|
ol
1
¥
]
I

 PREMIERE:

friday, 27381 ﬁﬂfﬂt P ctivities

7-30pm ; : 7 .

i v wms - | o Traffic and Transport in South Sydney (part

: of the our CIS) ‘ :

» ‘Waterloo’: Tom Zubrycki’s Award-Winning
Documentary Film (first print purchased by
the Housing Commission for training
purposes!) ‘

. participation in Radio Eastern Sydney’s test
broadcasts o

CYSS Newsletter (13 editions!) -

o support for the Ningana Housing

Co-op squatters '
" » developing common
perspectives with other
regional info services

I NSW
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Industrlal development port facmtles dlsappearlng jobs, traffic and
transport impact, noise, air and water pollution, and a shortage of
fental housing at affordable prices are growing concerns in Botany.
The closure of General Motors-Holden, Pagewood, at the beginning
of the year created incredible stress on the surrounding communities,
but local agency workers, particularly from Hillsdale Neighbourhood
Centre, pitched in to provide relevant information to departing
workers who knew nothing about benefits or how to obtain them -
they’d had no need prev1ously'

The Hillsdale Bus Action is gearing up for further acnon on inad-
equate public transport services in that area.

There is still no action from the Housing Commission on the old-
Soldiers’ Settlement site at Matraville, and the redevelopment of .

Daceyville will continue to create controversy if the Commission does -

not mend its ways and seek the involvement of the last-remaining
residents in its on-going plans. Cheap rental housmg is almost non- .
- existent.
The Draft Plan for the Botany Bay Sub-Regmn offers absolutely no
| relief to residents of South Sydney, Botany and Randwick. It recom-
mended nothing be permitted to restrict the consolidation of the
petro-chemical industry, and that industry ancillary to Port Botany (eg
warehousing) be encouraged despite:
the Simblist Inquiry recommending that 50% of all cargo through
Seaport Botany be transported by rail
the area’s severe traffic problems result from the changed use of
industrial land for container breakup depots and warehousing
a Hazard/Disaster Plan has not eventuated.
It is only because of the pressure from local groups and the Botany
Bay Community Advisory Committee (CAC) that we now have our .
first report from the, Inter-Departmental Committee charged with the
Plan’s preparation. The CAC has sought:
specific dangerous goods routes away from shopplng centres and
residential areas
24-hour air pollutlon monitoring systems in Botany and South Sydney
24-hour services to investigate residents’ complaints into air and
nois¢ pollution breaches from local industry
a Botany Bay contingency plan from the MSB.
updating of state and national pollution leglslatlon for compensation.
There is still much to be done like: : :
commensurate fines for oil spills
detailed registers of dangerous chemlcals fuels and goods transported
through Port Botany
a fire boat for Botany Bay
sufficient and appropriate preventalive and cleanup equ1pment
maintained on refinery and storage farm premises -
" no expansion of KSA nor lifting of the curfew.
We have obtained a 28ha foreshore reserve, but we believe Botany
residents should not have to bear the costs alone, via their rates and
rents. And we beliéve the beach available to the reserve should be
gazetted and stamped ‘never to be developed for Port work’.......




While recession attacked the region,
and community organisations
tightened théir belts, things were on
the up and up for us.
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. BOARD OF
DIRECTORS 1981/82
Chairperson Paul Murphy Vice Chair
Harvey Volke Secretary Colin Menzies
Treasurer Patricia McDonnell Working Group
Delegates Botany Nancy Hillier Nel Pickette -
* City of Sydney Gael Goodall Nita McCrae
Leichhardt Mary-Anne Henry Helen Hanify
South Sydney Dave Burns Fran Hayes

Staff: Nick Keranos replaced
" Jack Carnegie Students: Debbie
Burnett, Jenny Mulvey

gV THE wOMES S HOSHTAL®
4 1cRows aTRIET -

Major Activities _
-eInner Voice Readership Survey
*New Look Inner Voice (we bought a
typesetter)*Regional Infonnation Services
Seminar: *To Know and Be Known’ with
Community Resource Centre, Bardwell Park
~ *Work with newly-licensed 2RES-FM
*Compilation of municipal findings for CIS on
Traffic and Transportestrengthened links with
other regional community information services
*YACS Funding Campaign with NCOSS
and Neighbourhood Centres Forum
*Reorganisation of our library
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Why Inncr Voice?

Inner Voice is nol secn by the Regional
Council as a "gencral inlerest’ magazine for
light reading before bed, Rather it is aimed
al being an important part of a communily-
controlled information scrvice thal helps
people 10 know, waderstand, and influcnce
what is happening 10 teir communitics.

We have found that godd information
meant that: © - :

* people were aleried to Goverment ac-
tion and could respond
* people and groups could tear' from oth-

¢rs’ cxpericnces i

groups could keep- in touch, and work

togcther g ‘

pcople could Mind owt whal resources
existed o help them '
groups could get data 10 back-up their
argumcnts, '

How much is Inner ‘Vbi'b‘e'kééi'i:‘."" '
In our survey we sought to find out how
many people read fnner Voice, how thor-

[ oughly it is read, and how regular our

Teaders dre.

It séems that the average readership
shown by the survey (5.7)indicates that the
1,000 copies printed have about 5,700 read-
ers. )

In order to find out how thoroughly In-

ner Yoice was tead, we asked pecple how

much they read. The results from our
random phene survey are first, with the
answers from the questionnaire survey in
brackets. )

Nearly all of it 44% (52%) -
Only bits relevant tome  22% (32%)

1 just skim through 26% (16%)

I rarely open it 8% (0)

Which bits are read? i

Our 97% of readers who have looked at
inner Voice before have probably noticed
that it is divided into 8 sections. You
probably noticed that mainly because each
section starls wth an Is Tt A Fact?, more
popular even than Lhe cartoons,

We use Lhese 8 sections because they are
based on a way of classifying services
called U.W.A.S.LS. (proriounced for those
of you fond of jargon "you-way-siss"), This
is the same used in communily service
directories such as that produced by the
NSW Council of Social Service (En-coss)!

We adopted U.W.A.S.LS because it
scems to be the best system around for the
Lype of information that community groups
need. We sort our files and our library by
this method too. But the first lime people
come across i, they often find it a bit
confusing, :

Who reads Inner Voice?
In order to provide information fo a re
gion of some 200,000 people, Jnner Voice |

" is aimed at people we call 'gate-keepers', :

These are persons that people often tum t
when they want to know something. They
are usvally of two types - local resident
who are trusted by their neighbours, and
workers in local organisations.

In general terms, 59% of readers are
women, 41% men. They are aged from 22
to 75 years, with 42% younger than 30, :
26% aged between 31 and 40, 5% between
40 and 55 and 10% older than 55 years.
Some 90% of readers regard themselves as
involved in community aclivities.

Inner Voiceis distributed mainly by post
but several hundred copies are put in vari-
ous centres or delivered by hand. 22% of :
respondents read Inner Voicein libraries or ;
local centres,




‘Inner Voice’ fleshed and fed out the
statistical bones of our region’s rising
unemployment. But we had to do more,
hence the regular briefirigs;of local pollies
~ and resourcing of our region’s YACS
Advisory Committee. -

What IS the-Batany
Bay Draft Plan?

The Botany Bay Sub-chibnal Plan
), what is it for goodness sake?

aps conjured up by the word

ay

Botany Bay, Pori Bo
focus which all activities are revolving
around, and will continue to revolve
~ around, within the Sub-Region.
Residents ‘of Randwick Mun1c1pa11ty,
where the Port is, can’t identify as resi-

wick residents can’t identify as residents
of the Sub-Region, how can residents of
Bankstown and Sutherland and all ar-

Sub-Region, and it’s your Plan, isn t1t‘7
Clearer???

to identify or interact with.

What’s in the Plan is difficult to explain
because, in the words of many defensive
employees of the Department of Envi-

. change all the time; it’s to meet the needs
“of the times; it’s flexible’. Actuatly, it’s
bullshit like that which ensures nobody
understands-anything.
Here’s an example from the Plan: Pol-
Intion is awful. Gosh, it would be good

The Plan as you can see recommends
nothing specific - no limits on industry,
no retribution if premises aren’t up-

atalll Anyway, it’s a State Pollution Con-
trol Commission matter and not a DEP
(')1_16!!

ntrary o the picture of little col-.

dents of the Sub-Region. But if Rand- .

eas in between? Well, by golly that’s your

ronment and Planning (DEP), ‘It will

not to have any. Golly, we might stop it.

graded by a certain time, no time limit

Another exémple: It would be great if we,
the diverse community of little ethnics,
newly-weds, oldies, youngies and anyone
else worth patronising, could live in the
Sub-Region. WELL, IT’S TOO EXPEN- -
SIVE FOR YOU AND WE'RE
SORRY!! It’s not for the DEP to recom-
mend increasing the affordable housing
stock it’s obvmusly the worry of the .

ersonal oplmon

ue 1o be personal and say that
much time and effort, by people strong
on conscience and not much else, has

gone into studying and advising what
“would be worth while additions to any

Plan that had residents’ interests as well
as businesses at heart. They’ve gone
through much soul-searching, and an un-
believable self-education process that
astounds one to think of it. They haven’t
been paid money but, by God, they know

- their Town Planning! When handed the

' BBSRP they felt like elephants at the end
So....we have a Plan we can't see, for .

people living in an area that they refuse

of a phantom pregnancy.....all that time
and.....nothing!!

A Government that really meant to brmg
down a worthwhile Regional Plan would
make a Cabinei decision to set up an Au-
thority to co-operate in drawing up and
implementing such a Plan. All relevant

‘Government Departments would be on

the Authority, and all would have equal

- responsibility in seeing the Plan work!!

. Freda chkes
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Chairpel'son
Paul Murphy

Vice Chairperson .

Harvey Volke |
Secretal’y_ !

Colin Menzies g
Treasurer

Trish McDonnell

Working Group

Delegates Botany

NanC}’ Hillier
Nel Pickette
City of Sydney
Glenn Collyer
Leichhardt
Helen Hanify
Marya Anne
Henry
South Sydney
Michael Adams B

Margaret

Kearney .
Neighbourhood
Centre Delegate

Jan Duke

Students: Sandra.
Nowland-Fore-
- man, David
Barker, Sally
Whitehead, Mat
- Dougherty

Major
Activition
* Poverly Talkbac!
Seminar with
Community
Resource Centre,
Bardwell Park

+ Impact of Trafﬁc!

“and Transport on

Residents of Inne.
Sydney




Hayving worked with the Eastern
Suburbs for ten years, we formally
‘welcomed them into the region with
an amendment to our Rules. Less
Sformally, we produced a new cover
for Inner Voice. '

Chairperson Robyn Kennedy Vice Chairperson- Patricia
McDonnell Secretary Paul Murphy Treasurer Mary-Anne
Henry Working Group Delegates Botany Stefanie Pillora

Mick Hillman Pbil Porter City of Sydney Deb Sharp
Leichhardt

Freda Backes Jill Napier Sally Whitehead

Neighbourhood Centres Forum Jan Duke Mike Jones

Staff:- Alanna Clohesy replaced Sue Bishop.
Cath Chaffe laid out Inner Voice. -
Students: Tony Vassallo, Titn Postma,
Felicity Reynolds, Michelle Mora

WAJOR ACTHWITIES §5I%4

& Community Computer Project with Rigi
Digi Data and 2RES-FM funded by
NSW Wage Pause

& sponsorship of CEP-funded Inner
Sydney Transport Link project to
develop and support community

~ transport in the region .

‘@ contingation of regular briefings with
our State and Federal MPs

=

resourcing of YACS Inner Sydney
Regional Planning Adviscry Committee -

Kate Butler Irene Kastrissios South Sydney
Margaret Kearney Harvey Volke Neil Stuart Randwick

COMMUNITY COMPUTING PROJECT

The  Community  Compuling
Project {(CCP} is a J0-week's
pilot on community’ computer

use {funded under the NSW Wage
Pause Scheme) which gets under
way at the end of Npvember,

Thé .project - resutted from the
merging of interests of 2 groups,
viz. Rigi Digi Data {an cmerg-
ing. workers' co-operative in the
comnputing field), and the Inner
Sydney  Regional  Council  for
Social Development,

Regional Council, in conjunction

with the newly-established com-
munity access radio station, 2RES-
FM. for some time had been
considering providing computerised
intormation and referral services
and the storage of radio programm-
ing and research for themselves
and for Jocal community groups
in the inner-Sydncy region.

Thus, on the one- hand, Rigi
Digi was competent lo provide
technical support to any community
computing initintive  while, on
the other, Regional Council brought
a wide range of expericnce among

community groups, .
\ The projects specific aims are:

b

sl

o Oel

ZHH L'68

WYNO 2
o

WA-S342

-of seminars,

@ fo truin workers in skills necess-
for their participation in one
if the few growlh industries
in the economy

@ to design and establish g

 computerised - information
and referral service, and storage
for retrieval of radio program-
ming and research

® to facilitate the establishment
of &  workers' co-operafive

. whicli ean maintaln  viability
in the community sector subse-
quent to fnitial project funding

@ tounalyse longer-term commun-
ity and welfare groups' com-
puter requirements and, con-
sequently, to underlake a var-
iety of smaller projects as
pilot communily computer-
isation iniliatives.

The CCP has developed a series
both intreductory
and in depth, on micro-computers
and their use (hardware and
software,  packages  available,
applications  and  implications,
together with case studies), and
suceesslully piloted the introductory
series for the CCP truinees and 2
namber  of  community OFganis-
ations” representatives. The series,
with some modifications,  will
be repeated for- people interested,
over 3 days in the last week of
March at a fee considerably below
present commercial rates,

. Currenity the CCP is looking at

2 number of other small projects

like: )

¢ the development of local data
bases which can’ be input
and gccessed locally, yet Dbe
integrated at regional, state
and national levels.

@ a system to handle mailing and

subscriptions for  overworked
and  under-resourced  small.
community organisations

o computerisation of the record
library at 2RES-FM ‘

® production of a guide 1 compu-
ter education services .

@ appropriate advice and consul-
lancy for groups considering
the use of computers in their
operations, be that purchasing

or uwtilising burcou  scrvices.
Rigi Digi Data 519-2383
Inner  Sydncy  Regional  Council

264.7524
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....The 'Pictures for Cities’ Exhibition at Clevo,
which clearly identified the three major themes
of struggle of South Sydney people over the years,
viz a home, a job and an identity. In South Syd-
ney it is a truism that, whilst everything changes,
nothing changes - it just gets worse.

A major industrial area, South Sydney has seen
its employment base going up in smoke for fif-
teen years, The growth industry, storing and trans-
porting goods has resulted in a five-years’ glut
of speculative warehousing with the traffic from
these yet to come, Jabs they don’t supply ~com-
puters will handle freight, robots are moving into
some of our larger firms, and the out-workers
power machines no lenger interfére with the next-
door’s TY watching.... _

The past year has seen the falisation of the
South Sydney Occupational, and Health and

Housing, Studies, which highlighted the close-

links between health, changing employment,
unemployment and housing, and further under-
lined the under-enumeration of certain local
population groupings, Mailsorters at Redfern

Exchange pointed up an appalling rate of 33% of .

sorters, almost all women, being affected per'—
manently by tenosynovilis....
Action continued around: emergency housing and
the youth housing evaluation (Beyond Refuge);
involvernent with the CTS and the establishment
of SWISH; establishinent of the Public Tenants’
Development Project; support for the City Coun-
_cil’s initiatives to prevent the erosion of
boardinghouse stock and to develop its own pub-
lic housing. The Housing Commission received
bougquets for its sensitive rehabilitation moves
in Waterloo, and brickbats for its insensitive in-
troduction of hostel accommodation for young
people in Erskineville and a centralised, compu-
terised rent-collection system. ‘
Implementation of the 1981 South Sydney Traf-
fic Study saw many roads closed throughout the
municipality. The paired Wyndham Street/Botany
Road proposal was rejected out of hand.
Plans local and regional for LPG storage, haz-
ard, aqueous waste disposal, container and dan-
gerous goods movements, KS A noise, air pollu-
tion. You name it, it got a guernsey in South Syd-
ney.... ' : )
Neil Stuart, Margaret Kearney
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Randwick residents, if not i a high action phase,
are certainly grizzling ebout a growing number

of things, having respondéd to the most press-

ing like: * - : .
% joining with Botany people in ensuring the

southern end knew about aqueous waste and its -

disposal taking up the issue of container move-
ments through Port Botany via their involvement
in the Botany Bay Community Advisory Com-
mittee's press conference, and returning to raise
the general community’s awareness through de-
bate and discussions at the local level surveying
Randwick’s 85 GPs on their attitudes to and m-
volvement with bulk-billing.

@ (rizzles continue about:

lished last November amid much controversy and
‘opposition from those in the vicinity of the shop-
ping area) which opens only one or two nights
each week, costs $180 a week for rent and has
neither the local youth development officer nor

| thé part-lime ethnic youth worker working from
it o

<" the establishment of three substantial private
schools including a bilingual, mternational gram-
mar school m the last 12 months, and the way
they have been established and for what pur-
poses - it’s all a bit much with people mortgag-
ing their homes to buy the schools while those

dependent on existing structures are seeing their -

structures withdrawn

% the amazing way the demolition of the
Netherleigh homes took place, within hours of
the Heritage Order expiring on Friday night, to
make way for a private hospital owned by
medicos

# the Housing Commission’s purchase of re-
cently-built units from the private sector up the
Glebe Gully which adds insult to injury in view
of past battles ‘

‘the time taken to get a boarding-houses policy

into place at Council.

iU o | Y 1§

Fredg Backesj

Chinese Meals
on Wheels

"Since September 1983, the Aust-
ralian Chincse Coemmunity Asso-
ciation has been providing Chinese
meads for pensioners_at the Asso-
cation's' Club House at 6-12 Har-
bour Street, Haymarket.

The meals are prepared by @
local Chinese Restaurant {on a
contract basis).” The cost is S50¢
per meal, with a choice of menu.

Meals  are alse delivered (by
volunteers) te Chinese pensioners
within the Sydney City Council
boundaries. Funding for this new .
scheme has been provided by the
Council, and the Department of
Sacial Seeurity has donated the
Yitamin C allowance.

For further information contact:

) Shui-Har Ng
[ACCA's Social Worker)
264 6488

AL G5
g

O GETTA
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Transport issues dominated in 1984/85
with a campaign on bus routes, a
community transport issues paper and a
seminar on the eastern distributor.

We were on the move ourselves . . to
Manning House in Pitt Street.

HMAJOR AGTIVITIES 1984/38

» Serninar ow the Eastern Distributor and associated Traffic 1ssues
with the local Anti-Freeway Action Committee :
¢ Regeneration of the Regional Transport Group

» Seminar on the Tax Reform Debate and White Paper lmplications
(Consumption Tax on welfare services and housing) with NCOSS

. “Getdng There” Report by Inner Sydney Transport Link (spon-
sored by Regional Council with CEP funds) 3 . MO\/E.D
*WE MOVED to the Manning Building next ‘
.door to the Capitol Theatre ‘

GETTING THERE

Recommendations for

Inner Sydney Transport

Link: e

* the Ministry of Trans- Socm?gg??ncﬁ for

port be lobbied to accept o e

funding for community transport o ' .

* funding be distributed according (o a long-term programme

and only be set up with major input from local community

¥ (ransport groups o

+ regional transport groups should be established to have

direct input into all aspects of transport planning to resource

those local (ransport groups they represent in their area

* new and efficient mechanisms be set up within the Minis-

try for Transport/UTA to consult with the public on a
regional basis regarding provision and planning of transport

*  such regional transport groups should be provided with at

least one full-ime worker and appropriate resources by the
state government B :

» the regional groups should be based on areas of common
need due to geography and demography rather than arbitrary
boundaries of L.GAs or government - factors such as whether
the area is hilly or whether a lot df old people live there
Sharpe Nita McCrae Leichhardt Miranda shoulc:l .bel of utmo_st importﬂnc.e \tvhen planning (ransport
Evans Kate Butler South Sydney Harvey Volke * a regional planning group priorily would be to concentraie
Neil Stuart Randwick Sally Whitehead Freda @ ©On cross-regional transport planning to correct the imbalance

" Backes Neighbourhood Centres Forum in the public transport system caused by the present radial
Mike Jones - system - o ‘ ‘
New Staff: Elaine ‘ * a betier term for community transport might be ‘functi_onal _
Moustafa, Debbie public transport’ or ‘alternative public transport’ or non- :
Burnett and Vie Bo commuter transport” or people’s transport. '
Students Beverley Di '
Pauline Shilkin

Chairperson Ken Smith Vice Chair Des Crowley
© Secretary Robyn Kennedy Treasurer Tony
Vassallo Working Group Delegates Botany Mick
'Hillman Mary Brophy City of Sydney Deb , . /
i




YACS POLICY SWITCH

After 10 ar murcl _\"r_'u-rs o e and the RUleS Change yet agaln -
detined policy on the provision ol it . ! .
aveessible, community-based  ser- dingnnes

viees, i which neighbourhood and N WHAT ARE THE OPTIONS?

mlorthision seevices were given a
THE FOLLOWING OPTIONS

kev tole, the Depariment of Youn
and Community Services (YACS
s suddenly reversed dicection

Tts emphasis now inon
liet, individual crisiy .

services which
andersumzdal-|
vrget’ grnn
arrent M

HIEVE THE STATED 0
CAPITAL AND SOCIAL COSTS, BIECTIVES AND AT WHaT

THE CONSULTANTS WISH TO RAVE
'SCUSSIONS WITH COMMUNITY GROUPS IN DEYELOP
"0 QUTLINE SCHEMES. G mEse DP;TIONS

\ 2mments on each schen:le are very prellmim, indieati i
*s aad opportunitiey tey offer, = ntions ol e kindo of

\\\"‘) 1 ALTEHNA'ITVE.TRAFF[C MANAGEMENT
TS 1 WL be ditficult to mathtain The !
¥ Preset traff
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‘) L, S e T:Gr:o{;l alternative area haye been i eXistence for manv
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We railed against the Monorail,

We tried to float a ROC.

What we wanted was a better deal to
improve our region's lot

/MMOH ACTIVITIES
* "SIIentheni'ng
Local Government
through Regional Co-

Organisations, like the people gilcnal Council without. selling
who belong to them, go through out your principles? ’

?ﬁgﬁ‘;ﬁops;:;::::on peaks and troughs. Frenetic First - practise what youw

N . activity gives way to reflec- preach. Hence, ocur workshop
GetﬂngaBetter ‘tive pauses. Directions change seriesg, organised by |
Deal", "Putting the .as someone, Scmewhere, sur-— Burnett, focus i

Case for a Better faces to check reaction. Agen-—

Deal”, and "Making das change as people drep in

it All Happen” and cut taking. their pet theg

« Production of ries and causes wit)] 3 : :

“Watch on the Loo: In the past two oprnints, Coogee

and the Pagewood
§Hopping complex (Eastgardens).
n- Second, focussing our energies

Council has bee
a period of chani
nothing new to R

1920 -1980 for
Honora Wilkinson

and the residents of . eil. After all, i¥%57about outwards as well as inwards
the 'Loo , flexibility, about adapting to .for, in the end, we are judged
» Re-establishing the changed circumstances. It * by. our attitudes and actions by
Regional Transport requires courage and fore-— the people who live and work in
Group ' sight. ‘ . the region. o
Submissions on: But having a sense of histecry, Third, we're openly, even
“» Roads 2000 ‘ of where you’ve come from and aggressively, seeking better

: where your roots are, means funding. '

» Eastern Distri r
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STRENGTHENING LOCAL GOVERNMENT THROUGH
: REGIONAL CO-OPERATION

Our contribution to the establishment of forums which address regional con-
cerns, is our involvement with the newly-established Central Metropolitan Re-
gional Organisation of Councils. It would not be exaggerating to claim that if
Regional Council had not been around, there would probably not be a CMROC
today. And while it is still a fledgling organisation deciding who should be
members and how it should be funded, there is enough agreement around to
suggest that it will take one some of the big issues which defy the efforts of
organisations working in the region individually. o

In a survey sent out by CMROC to 15 councils from Waverley down to Kogarah
and out to Concord, there was quite remarkable concurrence that issues like
traffic management; open space, and the increasing age of the population, were
of concern, and would benefit from co-ordinated discussion and strategies.

CMROC has taken two years of discussion and lobbying by Regional Coun-
cil. We believe it will prove to be a worthwhile investment. . _ :

In September 1985 Regional Council organised a seminar: Strengthening
Local Government Through Regional Co-operation.
It was aiméd at the seven inner Sydney LGAs of Leichhardt, Marrickville,

Sydney, Waverley, Woollahra, Botany and Randwick.

‘At the Seminar, ISRCSD Chairman, Ken Smith, said: _ .
#Is there a place for a regional Local Government structure in the inner Sydney
area? (YES!) $Will the diverse Councils see any value in regional co-operation
(Yes - I hope so!) ®What's a non-government organisation like the Regional

developmental stages). _
The publicity pamphlet distributed by Regional Council state that there was
an attempt to establish a Regional Organisation of Councils (ROC) in 1975. After

and that a ROC was not needed. - : :

At about the same time, Councils in the Western area of Sydney decided that
they did have a lot in common and that thére would be value in forming a
Western Sydney Regional Organisation of Councils (WESROC). Since its estab-
lishment, WESROC has undertaken inter and intra-regional analyses on com-
~ monissues such as unemployment, transport, housing, urban development and
community services. The organisation has successfully redressed some of the
inequities undoubtedly experienced by residents in their access to various goods
. and services. ' |

organisation by specific additional resource allocation, and re-allocating par-
ticular services and resources from other areas - particularly the inner city, where
Councils felt they had little in common! -

We believe that Local Government areas in the city-have more in common
with each other than they sometimes believe, Social indicators have
shown the inner city to be one of the most dis- advantaged
‘communities in Australia. :

A'variety of social, economic and physical -
planning issues relating to, for example,
employment, industrial development,
housing, transportation and the
environment, should be tackled from a
regional perspective. We look forward
to your support and co-operation in -
this proposal's development.

Council for Social Develdpment got to do with all of this anyway? (A lot in the

a few meetings, agreement was reached that there was no 'common ground’ .

The State and National Governments have responded to lobbying from the |



running out of steam.

Public Meeting -

chemical plants

". .Woollahra Municipal
Council declines to join
- IMROC. What have we got in
common with all those poor
_ people, dahlings?. .

. Accommodation crisis
hlts the Far East. The conver-
sion of Eastern Suburbs
boarding houses and rental -
flats into over-priced tourist
accommodation for the
millions of Cambodian and
" Venezuelan tourists flooding
in for the Bicentennial will
continue, according to Fast
Bucks Property Management
Pty Ltd. Locals have been
‘advised-to hire tents and
pitch them in Centenmal Park
for the duration. .

.. Bondi Pavilion save.d

- from being demolished for a
97 storey tower office build-
ing with luxury 45-room
apartments and 24,000 car’
parking spaces. Is this an
omen for the future? Yes! .

. Markhams Mangled. In a
shock result, the glorious
reign of Queen Carolyn and

her trusty consort King Jim
" was overturned by a.demo- -
cratic coup in the Waverley
Council elections. Despite a .

~ We continued to "unpack" the
range of effects of proposed
developments with local groups,
knowing that one of the greatest
pitfalls of going it alone is

© exiension of the Workshop process commenced last year
© "Stop Them Resurrecting Askin's Freeways":

Y

Paper and_

@ startup of HACC Development Project

© continuing work with SSROC and the newly forming EMROC
© major submission to the City of Sydney Inquiry and

© lots of others on unwanted developments likeroads and petro-

. from the Fiefdom of Wairefley/Woollahra

rush of death-bed council
meetings to approve out-
standing (no, that’s not the
right word) development
applications, the Queen’s

legacy was buried in a deep
hole by her successor, Labor -

alder(wo)man Barbara . .

Armitage. Soon all we'll have

to remember her by are the -
thousands of plaques she”
unveiled in her last three
days in office. . .

.. Elementary, my dear
Watson! Services at Watsons
Bay post office will continue
following a concerted cam-

‘paign by local residents.
-Campaign leader Rose
" Watson follows up this

victory for people power by
stariding for Woollahra -
Council, wmnmg two seats in
Vaucluse Ward .

. Stock Exchange slump
horror. Teeming thousands of
Woollahra residents find that

‘overnight they are the poor
people

Woollahra Action Com-
rmttee shoots itself in foot.
WAC aldermen rebelled
against the rule they could .
only serve two terms in

‘I'\‘:;:oizldﬁ:nspm\ Gow ) \l
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council. Several former WAC
aldermen, denied endorse- -

ment, stand as independents
and are elected. WAC stran-

glehold on council ends. . .

. . Wintergarden saga
‘continues. The Wintergarden
may have been demolished,
but the big hole it left in the

- Rose Bay waterfront has yet

to be filled. In late news, the
site has been acquired by
squillionaire property devel-
oper Sid Londish (he of the
giant birthday cake). He plans
to build eight exquisitely
tasteful and awfully reason-
ably priced townhouses on
the site. Finance can be
arranged... .

.. Eastern Beaches Plan all
at sea. Threats to build a 20 -
metre development on the
Oceanic site in Coogee would -
creaté a dangerous precedent
for, say, local Waverley -
residents.

That’s all for now. The next
news from Woollahra-Waver-

| ley will bein the upcoming

issue of ‘Over the Top’. Until |
then, it’s goodnight to you
from me. Paul Murphy

. (and ghost-writer Anne-Maree Whitaker)
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Chairperson |
Annette Gallard
Vice Chairperson

Des Crowley
Treasurer Anne-
Maree Whitaker

Working Group

Delegates
City of Sydney
Glen Collyer
Leichhardt’
Mary-Anne Henry
Alison Beale
South Sydney
Harvey Volke
Neil Stuart
Randwick

- Freda Backes -

Varie Barnes
Waverley/Woollahra
Paul Murph
o
Staff: -

Louise Hallahan .

replaced Deb.
Burnett, Sonia

Bernardi joined us

as our HACC
Development
Worker, Edwina
Tohi started on the
CEP Computing -

Project and moved .

in permanently as
our Admin Officer,

“and Magaer took -

up the Library
Cataloguer position
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- The Bicentennial year was a busy time
for us. We helped a number of new
groups get off the ground, catalogued

our resource library (no easy task) and

- held a series of workshops on local and
" regional issues — '

Board of Directors

1987/88 '
- Chairperson Harvey Volke
- LOIDNAY W Vice Chairperson Maree Gill
e %‘“‘Q““&mvmx.,,&}? o\
. \“ %““ an BV surerts st

Secretary Cheryl Kelly Treasurer Alanna Clohesy
' Working Group Delegates -
Botany Antonia Gentile Penny Carosi
-City of Sydney Stephen Allen = /
South Sydney Mick Hillman Terry Murphy
_ Randwick Joanna Quilty Paul Convy
Waverley/Woollahra 7%
Michael August
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ISIT AFACT?

that, not only.did the Botany Bay Community Advisory Committee (BBCAC) receive a
report from the State Pollution Control Commission (SPCC) on the Julv 15 hydroeen
chloride leak from Imperial Chemical Industries (ICD) at its September meeting. but
it listened to a representative of the Australian Federated Union of Locomotive Engine-
men (AFULE) on the same, z2nd similar, incidents?

that, according to the AFULE representative, railway workers in the depot adjacent to ICE . §
have a long-standing instruction to ‘find a safe area’ in the event of an emission?’

that 'a safe area’ is defined as ‘anywhere away from where the wind is blowing" and
found by ‘looking up to the sky, wetting your finger and helding it aloft’ or *watching the
smokestacks'? : ’

that, despite furthér emissions on the 17th..25th, 27th and 30th, the State Rail Authority
{SRA) informed union representatives concerned for workers' health and safety that, if
they didn't coot it, the SRA would simply ‘closé the yard and truck everything by road’?

that the BBCAC decided to write to the Minister for Environment and Planning seeking
an independent efficiency audit of the whole 1CI plant operations, the cost to be borne by
ic1?

Major
Activities

= Workshop Series on -

local issues culminat-

.ing in "Pulling the
" Pieces Together"

Regional issues
workshop.

« In partnership with
ACF we helped
establish the NSW
Urban Environment
Coalition for local
conservation and
resident action
groups specifically
concerned with the
urban environment
» Purchased a
Computer and
Pinwriter

« Review of overall
work programme

« Culminaticn of -
FACS (YACS)
Neighbourheod
Centres’ Develop-
ment Project

« Cataloguing of
library by Magaer

" through a CEP grant

* Presented informa-
tion to public
hearings on Water-
front Strategy Inquiry

-« Living In the City -

A Resident Guide to
Involvement in Local
Issues

Submissions on:

+ Sydney Region
Environment Plan
(Botany Bay)

» Woolleowmooloo
Marina EIS

+ Goran Inquiries I
and IT into Appropri-
ate System of
Government for City
of Sydney

+ Sydney Harbour
Tunnel Inquiry

* Inquiry into -
Homelessness and
Provision of Inner-
City Affordable
Accommodation
Continued Work ;

» Inner Voice

» FACS Inner Sydney -

Sub-Regional
Planning & Advisory
Committee

+ Sydney for Resi-
dents Gruop -

» Welfare Report for
Radio EasternSydney
* HACC Advisory
commitiee

L4




In 1988/89 the ideologies and
ideologues of the newly-elected con-
servative state government began to
bite. The inner city and its commu-

nity structures came under siege.
HIRS was an early casualty.

ent - the
n Community Developmen
Missing L;\I:(} was accepted for delivery gt
th‘e National Social Policy (’.'.onferenftf:er|t
great result from a collaboruhve effo

Community Development - the Missing Link

Regional Council emerged from inner-Sydney resident action. It chose to operate solely l/
on a community development model and, at an éarly date, residents wrested control
from the “welfaries” who flocked in to milk the new “funding cow”.
Its ¢haracteristics included:
| * members with common values; a common purpose and common priorities - homoge-
‘ nelty in a heterogeneous region (Forrest, 1985); a clear identity with their fribal space,
ie the extent of Sydney’s terrace housing; and a long-term commitment (0 changing
their status * whose relationships developed in action * a broader view of the region,
linked to what was going on elsewhere * a community development modus operandi,
with 1nformat10n its wol, within an ethos of support from the institutions and bureauc-
racy.
Regional Counc11 is a unique, if lonely, organisation in rhe field. But fundmg, or no, it
is a long-distance runner.
Ever a battleground, Inner Sydney has'beenin turmoil for the last 20 years - but
never more so than now. It's complexity, diversity, heterogeneity, compounded
by its lack of recognition that that’s its problem, and its lack of a unified
voice and resources, predetermine fragmentation and piece-meal solutions.
- There were wins in the last 20 years, not many, but all actions were
based on broad long-term action anchored in local communities and
the wins were bedded in the defeats. :
" And the characteristics of that action were:
* Jocal control * targetting of the action, “rading” and hands-’
on skilling * linkage and forming of coalitions (social or-
ganisation) * non-transference of the problem, or re-
sponsibility for its resolution, to others - ie no advo-
cates, thank you * increasing awareness and accepi-
ance of the long-term nature of, and commitment
" to, the struggle * an over-riding spirit/ethos -
feeling good about what was being done *
§ mutual respect, and the development of
long-term trust relationships.
It’s that community development ap-
proach/methodology which is missing
today in.our community sector - the
people (clients, consumers, patients
even) are not the actors: Rather they
_ are being acted upon. "Community
development” is now seen as “com-
munity services development”,
They have become synonomous,
And so the myths have been prom-
ulgated. Community development is
anything you want it to be - and be
sure “‘community” appears in every
paragraph. {exerpt)




Plujor Activities

» 1988 Workéhop Series held in East Sydney,
Randwick and Botany » Departure of Louise
Hatlahan, and replacement by Cheryl Kelly »
Community Link Paper for National Social
Policy Conference » Sydney for Residents - A
Regional Seminar « Submissions on: Central -
Sydney Plan * Waterfront Strategy Inquiry *

- Southern Freeway (F5) * Third Runway EIS

- Guidetings * Kingsford-Smith Airport Domes- 4
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By BRUCE JORES
. Political Carreapondent

REJECTION of the third runway for
Sydney Airport was a “grubhby
sell-out to the kneecappers of the
NSW Labor Party's right wing",
_ Federal’ Opposition Leader John
Howard said yesterday. ‘ :

“If Cabinet has ruled out the third

© runway, that is just criminaily expedient

und they will ruc the day they have done
iL” hesaid, '

“The interests of Sydney and those of
our second-largest foreign exchange
carner, tourism, arc being sacrificed on
the altar of a sccend-rafe minisicr’s
political futyre,”

Mr Howird said he was referring to
junior Aviation Minister Gary Punch
whose marginal eleclorate of Barton is
in the Sydney airport flight path.

Federal Cubinct. meets again on
Tuesday to complete its plans for casing
Sydney airport chaos, With a Federal

SOUTHERN ARTERIAL.
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_clection in the offing, ministcrs have g . o Sty E. .
ruled out the orl dsmnw“y Sption. MR HOWARD: pledge to huild runway, cstabl, ,,:fﬂ; ot
because of Fear Ofi.cl voler backlash in “There has been a lot of iisinforma- "Maingr Tormingg " Botay
constituencies ncar Mascol, tion — the selective tabling of re - e N i

Mr Howard condemned the Govern-  (he Dechtel report (slmwifg lhalpzc:’rl‘ifird : ! Bl ", e::“.,? Fof i,

ment’s adtitude, saying: It is just a runway could be built in (eur years for | v hpp 0 suingy, s
blatant stab in the back and a betrayal of $185 million) was not tabled.” ~ | s i Hice e
Sydney's inlerests, ' ~

He said the people who would “pet it §
in the neck” il Mights in and out of f -
Sydney were rationed were commutcrs |
from provincinl arcas such as Tam. !
worth, Duhbo, Orangc and Bathurst, :
© "I you wan! to come to Sydncy and
do business and go back 1o a place like
Orange during the day, even going «
Bankstown will radically change yo
situation.” -
© Mr Howard said the issue had uni
the NSW Government, the Sydney
Council, the Fedcral Qpposition
Sydncy Chamber of Tommerer

“Sydney is our main tourist attraction
and most famous internationat city. 1
can’t think of anything, in {erms of our
national infrastructure, - that is more
damaging,

- Right decision
“H-is an_awful decision; cheap and
parochial, This is NSW ALP right wing
cynicism at its worst."
Mr Howard said thal ‘the Coafition.
had had the gits to make the right
decision in 1982 when the Government

stocks were "not all'thut bigh” and the  entire spectrum of business in ¢ e i, .
Liberals hetkd Barton and Cook. '4";: “;'5{ S o
He said the Hawke Government had ‘Aske C M
totally misunderstood the politics of the portarel °, OUIltdO Wn to a DeCIS 10Nn:
issuc and he pledged that a Liberal airport ¢ -
Government would start construction of congestit 6 March  Cabinet looks. at airport site (FR)
the third runway immediately, have tha T March  Cebinet defers new airport decision (AJian)
“I have spent quite a lot of time.inthe  NSW Ped Govt remains undecided on Sydney runway proposals
Barton area talking fo o fot of people, Charles {FR} e o
and a fot of them understand that by  expunsic g :{img * Tunch on sidelines in runway debate (Aljan)
having 4 third runway you could in fuct citpped 4 e iﬁﬁf’;"ﬁixf?:’mﬁlgnéafaéﬁﬁ (M)
reduce airport noise;" he said, early dé 10 Mach  Cabinet sialls on third ranway (SMH)
Lot s s Il March  New study endorses Runway 3 {SMH)
Cabinet 1o reject third runway (DT)
Airport still sky-high (DT)
13 March  Cabiner keeps open its airpon options (FR)
1% March  Cabinet favors Third Runway (Sunday Telegraph)
%g :::arcﬂ Cabinel swings jowards runway (FR}
Marc

Third Runway gets Go-Ahead (DT}

Marzthon Cabinet Meeling £0es for 2 third runway (Afian)
New rinway 1o save $1.5 bn (FR}

A Third Runway, LIKE IT OR NOT {SMH Editorial)

..Chairperson's
Report"
1988-89

"It comes as no sur-
prise to me in reviewing
another year, that-we are
faced with the realisation
that major economic re-
structuring issues are
occurring in Inner Syd-
ney at a faster rate, on a
larger scale and of
greater complexity than
we have experienced in
the life of Regional
Council. It is the social
consequences of such
changes, that creates the
" backdrop to the activities

of our organisation for

the year." ...
+ "Under both the former

Labor and present Coa-
lition administrations,

community development
process, and in some in-
stances, a destruction of
the process. 1 believe
that services need toTe-
tum to their community
bases. If this means con-
flict with funding bodies

SURVIVE!

If community groups
allow themselves 1o be
moulded by external
forces, they will never be
able to address, or even
understand, the implica-
tions  for  their
communities of major
economic restructuring
issues such as ‘we are
faced with now.

' Maree Gill

In other news this year,
Meriton Apartments

site in Redfern; the Wa-
closed; and a new spe-

cies, a .two-headed
worm, was found in our

Botany Bay.

nires

then so be it!! WE CAN

" moved in on the Resches

terloo office of the
Department of Housing

primeval . swamp - .




1989/90 was spent wriling
submissions, attending
meetings, and focussing on
traffic, transport and the

environmént. We moved

office again and rejected
offer to extend the HACC:
project into the Inner West.

rating Vapour Explo—
sicn} occurred on the
evening of April 1,
1990, when most peo- ‘
ple, me included, were
streched out in front .

* of the box watching
_the Sunday night

movie.

It was just on- 9 00
pm when friend Bill
from Mitchell Road"
Alexandria, called
asking "What on
earth's going on at
"PorL Botany?"™. He

said the emergency

services (police and
fire brigade) were
roaring past in a con-
tinucus stream, sirens
blaring, and there was

a red glew reflecting
“ through hlS windows.

/1990 has been the yearof the

life) and, desp
best efforts of the
Salvation Army, disas-
ter it was when it
came to executing the
Evacuation and Counter
Disaster Plan

Marg

env1ronment for thé Re-
gional Council. Thisgwas

reflected in the Board's des:

cision at its strategic plan-
ning meeting to ensure en-
vironmental issues were to
be our first priority this year,
and demonstrated by the ac-
tivities of our hard working
staff. '

Confronting environmental
issues raises hard questions

- for those of us in.the Com-

munity Sector. At what
point do welfarefcommu-

nity/environmental issues

intersect? How do we vali-

date involvement in envi-
-ronmental issues in the con-

text of funding body de-

mands? What is the appro-.

priate response for coinmu-
nity groups to a pressing en-
vironmental issues such as

‘pollution of our waterways

(e.g. Cook's River, Botany
Bay, Malabar/Coogee/Bondi

" patches well, we have estab-

ughly in such issues as we
have done, we do consider it
imperative that community
organisations ensure that in
their annual strategic plan-
ning events, consideration
and resources (e.g. staff time)
be allocated for the organi-
sation's involvement in broad
environmental issues. Itisa
relatively comfortable posi-
tion for services to maintain |
blinkers on the "identified"

issues of their organisations,
while neglecting the broader
issues impacting on them.

Perhaps in part it reflects on
the training of staff within-
the community sector, as
much as on funding body
demands. We know our.own

lished networks, we under-
stand "welfare processes.”
However, we often dohave a
knowlcdge gap in the work-
rivate and pub-

& : C hairp_ersoy

and workers in the commu-

nity sector. , ‘
' W Gill

w P




Board of Directors 1989/90 " N | pomwy

1 thought I would |

Chairperson Maree Gill Vice-Chairperson  Alanna Clohesy Secretary Bernadetie write a few random

O’Connor Working Group Delegates City of Sydney Stephen Allen, Jan Duke South ? phrasesfwords that
Sydney Terry Murphy, Mick Hillman Leichhardt Greg Hawken Botany Chris Ware for me, sum up the
" Waverley/Woollahra Kim Aneon Neighbourhood Centres Mardijah Simpson f year that was. If

you know a suitable

Major Activities = = = 4 e, e

sing the following: (:!;

. Petrochemicals, |

* Extensive review of the HACC Devefopment Officer's posmon - pressure to extend fuel storage, stray |
coverage to the five Inner West LGAs firmly rejected sparks, explosions, |
* Policy Makers Walk in Redfern and Waterloo ICT, Ia Porte, |
* Community Consultation Seminar in conjunction with the NSW Taskforce on Intractable. Caltex, Boral, Davis |
Wa Gelatine, Kelloggs, |
ste . : . s - . |

o L ) . industrial pollution, |

mme review and | . i

o environmental l

pollution, water
. pollution, noise
n Additional pollution, soil /
1 Into the 21st contamination, acid |
onment Protection - rain (we'll get it
. : yet), ozone deple-
tion, smog, deformed }.

' SRR b 42 o L B L D _— 3 | fish, dying birds, - ||
IR ik /01 T, Ve [~ ?.f’,{,\\/./c dead trees, dead |
R ’ v water,, third runway, i

f//

 POLICY MAKERS WALK & | e,

More planes, more

1, - sy .
H i Inlmllm” " I l I I ” A “ l - -,.-l‘ l!,” llf)’ ‘” tTHCkS, more cars,

I N 1\.]._- D J.‘ LRN é( V‘]l‘\. _[_] L 1—‘{ L O O L I lead poisoning, '

asthma, cancer, high
rentflow mainte-

T . i

; A A l l A ” ’ { l l [ , nance, sub-standard ||
T ' s A j housing (both public |;
- 2 W, | ':___f._- IR \” Student ,HILET—_J . and F’T"’“‘E)'
et SULE S L \ Dlacemem D - recession, depres- |
/ ‘llt/ J ‘Nl 530 "o Orris, was SE::,d 0 - . sion, imiuswial.- -
il 7, [--_'": | ik, 0 alabar 1o work p - - A restructuring, job ||
= : i“- residents Worrieq abwlth ¥ EZ:;[:; losses, unemploy- |,
N I health effacyy of ok eS| | .. ment, poverty, drug |

o 4.1_1.',{,._ . Malabg, Sow 8 m e by ) and alcohol abuse,
SN Incineratq Sornage AU ¥ 1 B > B domestic violence, |
n all househojqs % of S N :1” P (:’n] child abuse, family |
wl Surveyed and thg va ore m ) I i . breakdown, Commu- |
L : showed the [ "ﬂdmgs o d oD g nity Services Grants |'|
' - Y, "®SDiratory i elof . t'= Review, funding |
[ mar- Ty i Nosspg- 50% ! i
- - .;m)\cy higher than the «@ 1)~ freeze, funding b

MU Srans . / Sydney avera ) ) cutbacks, diminution )
' Wil 85-0 i of health services, |
M " 1_ PR, TR ) d

restructuring, the
State Government,
Federal Government, |
Michael Yabsley, ‘
bureaucrats (both . |
State and Federal), |
lack of planning,
misinformed E
planning, just plain
bad planning, :
expansion of Port
Botany, concreting
the Bay (it will
happen), and the I:st i
goes on.

i
;
|\
public transport If
)
|

Chris Ware, i

Botany Delegate || !
il

il

I
@Z% 2o
\ ||\

on SUNDAY NOVLMBER 19TH 1989.




There were a number of cathartic sessions for
Board members and staff at the beginning of
1991. Had we lost touch? For years we'd been
sucked into attending one government review
after another, being sold a jumble of acronyms
and jargon that boiled down to httle and meant
even less.. -

It was time to get back to our roots.

[avrs O#F&ﬁ‘é‘ﬂ (TS SOAL
THE r ISTRACT OV S

CITY OF SYDNEY DELEGATE'S REPORT

Since my last report, Sydney has survived one local govem-
ment clection, one state government ¢léction, one federal
govemment election, one Gulf War, one Yogoslav Civil War, one
total collapse of Intemnational Comnunism, one 583 million mile
orbit of the sun - and I got my picture in the papers! '

The monorail is still sianding, the Regent Theatre isn't, and Tm
not sure about Sydney Hospital. George Patterson House in
George Street is under threat of demolition (thanks Jeremy!), so
is historic Scots Church in York-Street, {thanks again Jeremy!),
and the magnificent old Lands Department building m Bridge
Street is about to become a casino to help the State Government
out of its financial problems - thank Nick!

There've been three very suspicious fire at the Woolloomoolco
Finger Warf, an oil tankers aground in Sydney Harbour, a plan to
dlose the Dental Hospital, cut-backs to public transport, and an- -
other plan to ram a hetport down our collective throats.

The new Lord Mayor, Alderman Frank Sartor has announced
his desire to demolish that ugly great eyesore the Cahill Express-
way at Circular Quay. Pity its demclition ‘won't put back some
of the 150 year old buildings in the Rocks which were demol-

~ ished to build itl Suill, the Sydney Cove Authority will be able to
- erect a few more empty office blocks on the land then, ‘won't
they. The Department of Housing's policy of inflicting market
rents onto tenants who don't earn market wages conlinues una-
bated as well, In the past 12 months at {east a dozen long term
residents of Millers Point have packed up and left the area for-
-ever -thanks Joel . . S

m trained hard, but'if seemed that every Stephen Allen

time we were beginning to form up into |i
teams, we'd be reorganised. I was to leam
ﬁ:ﬁrtin h}f‘; that Weitilllg‘l “;n‘:;“‘ 3“3;1“‘1’;“; " Replacing Sonia Bernandi as the new HACC

ation TEOTganis N a wonaeriu
method it can be for creating the illusion of Development Officer, was FAYE WILLIAMS a
progress, while producing confusion, ineffi- community worker from Hastings Council. Faye had
ciency and demoralisation.” served many years as a Board member on the Mid-
With the chill winds of recession forcingeve- | Norgh Coast Regional Council for Social Development,

ryone (resident, public servant, pensioner,

community worker) to take cover and look

after No.1, Gains Petronius's words, written
in 75AD hold as true now as they did in those

years long ago.

But "man” is not an island, a.nd the fight- |
back is coming even if the struggle gets more
sophisticated and convoluted. Small Wwins
by Dept of Housing tenants and Balmain resi-
dents show the way. Opponents of the Third
Runway haven't given up and won't go away.
‘| Believe us, the warmer winds of change .are
blowing! Read onl!
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EDITORIAL

Inner Sydney,

access an residential amenity.
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1991/92 was a big year for us. We
were involved in organising two
major seminars, a Day of Action, and
put out our "'new look' Inner Voice.
In the middle of it all, Cheryl left to
have a baby (David born December),
we were burgled just before our
AGM, and we moved office (again) in
May to Waterloo Town Hall. Phew!

Inner Sydney Interchange
Will a "Better City" have decent
places for low-income families?

Friday 25 October 1991
Waverley Council Chambers

The Inner Sydney region needs better regional planning
with a greater sense of vision if low-income residents are to’
be able to remain with decent living standards. This, in a
nutshell, was the conclusion of the Inner Sydney Interchange
seminar organised by the Reglonal Council,

The seminar, seen as a first step in addressing the declining opportunmes and living standards for lower
income people, brought I;ogether residents, community workers, local council staff and state departments.
The aim was to develop.di Ogue | between Lhese parties over what could be done

The Regional Council,
the tegion were increas
feared that unless-concre
ets of poor quality land

The key feature of the
years, participants saw"

.-T_,,_
)Eﬂ‘k

- tively towards achieving better opportunities for low- -income residents.

The focus of the seminar was on how this could be achieved - on the policy tools and powers relevant to
‘providing affordable housing in decent residential areas. Papers were presented by the Regicnal Council
and by government agencies and discussion groups held where each sector met by itself (one for govern-
ment officers, one for community workers, and one for residents). The remarkable feature was that when
each group reported back to the general plenary cach tended to see the solution lying in the same direction.

The first common strand was the need for vision. The need for political will. It was seen as cenral that
. governments had explicit social objectives that recognised the importance and legltlmacy of lower-income
families to live in the region, and not just in degraded suburbs.

The second common strand was the need for integrated regional planning. It was obvious that at
present, except for particilar projects like City West, deparlments and councils do not share enough of
their ideas and knowiedge.

It was felt that the Southern Sydney Regional Organi--
sation of Councils (SSROC) had a particularly impor- .
tant role to play and should seck funding for more de-
tailed investigations.

The third general theme was the need for a broader .
. consultation framework. Consultaiion needs to be an
integral-part of regional planning, not an event after the
plans are completed

Moya Turner receives a Community Service
Award from Sydney City Council




church

E;outh Sydney residents,
men and women, local politicians

sEemmInity representatives,
their big publiec hous-

re being turned into

spital annexe in

any. hespital, held a

ce on April 26, 1992,

ir concerns.

ifcularly worried at

g social anxiety,
aggression which has
oped in suburbs like Redfern
and Waterloo where some 57% of all |
dwellings are owned and managed by
. the NSW Department of Housing (DOH).
They believe the skewed and in-
creasing incidence of wvulnerable
groups - {the mentally ill, disabled,
drug dependent, HIV or AIDS in-
'fected) being housed alongside’
others Struggllng on fixed and low
incomes (the aged, unemployed,
single-parent families) is a plan-
ning disaster waiting to. happen.
"We've witnessed the increasing

resident
Redfern DOH Tenants’

Now we’re seeing long- tlme low—
income residents leaving the area to
escape their newer neighbours - not
‘individually, but in groups. And
we're asking ourselves just what it
going on. Why are out estates being
so destabilised?

It’s nuts that our local hospitals
and institutions are closing and our
community health teams slashed, when
so many vulnerable people needing
increasingly specialised support-are
being concentrated in these areas.

The best. face that can be put on
this is that the government and its
‘planners don’t care about what's
happening. At worst, it could be
called deliberate!, she said. Break
up the lohg—timé communities, keep
the areas destabilised and, over—
night, the land can be reclaimed and

onsold to.the highest bidder.

" We mightn’t have tco much money,
said Betty Makin, but we’re not
s81lly. We’ve watched the private‘
rental stock disappear, now we’re in
the firing line........
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Chairperson Stephen Allen Vice-Chair Terry
Murphy Secretary Deborah Burnett
Treasurer Colin Menzies Working Group
Delegates City of Sydney Stephen Allen
South Sydney Moya Tumer Barbara King
Leichhardt Greg Hawken Andrew Clark

w " Botany Bernadette O’Connor Waverley/

" Woaollahra Kim Anson

Board of Directors

\

&

Inner Sydney Interchange - October '91 » Hole in the Dough-
nut Report - ‘April *92+ Organised delegations to all four Federal -
parliamentarians in the region and one Senator on ACOSS Day
of Action on Unemployment + Panel representation and
participation in the "Living in Sydney" seminar + Regional
Greenhouse.Community Consultation - Labour Market Pro-
grammes Seminar, jointly with NCOSS '

As well, work continued on many ather frants:
« NSW Dept. of Planning's City West Section 22 Commitiee «
NCOSS Regional Liaison Committee « NSW Urban Environment
Coalition - Airport Co-ordinating Taskforce » South Sydney
 Strategy Peak Planning Team - Eveleigh Precinct Community
Caonsultation * Inquiry into Intractable Waste + Batany West
Transport Study - Liaison with Dept of Community Services »
Programming for CTV1 and 2RES

\?




Who Cares about low-income people
in the inner city? -

We had to ask because no-one was

\ saying - we couldn't tell if they knew
“there was anything wrong around
here!

WHO DOES CARE?

Crisis in our public housing eslaies

Chairperson Greg Hawken Vice-Chairperson Terry Murphy
Secretary Jack Carmegie Assistant Secretary
Cheryl Kelly Treasurer Philippa O’Keeffe
- Working Group Delegates South Sydney Moya Turner
Barbara King Leichhardt Andrew Clark Botany Bernadette

THURSDAY, 29 April 1993
" St Muargarots Hospital, Darlinghurst

O’ Connor Waverley/Woollahra Kim Anspn

Refuqes €ncourage
women to leave
_their hones.,
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Taskforce which is due to report back in June Regtobel' 992 “nd i
- 1994. The Taskforce set up a humber ofworking oc ac ro gitl
parties to look more closely atf housing and With a o er po¥
infrastructure, populalion mix, provision of ‘ .3 urﬂﬂ“’_s ? {0 fOCuS
support services, security and community 0 uc ré on
- conflict, decision-making. restr roductw
Apart from being one of the initiators of the on the p ther
seminar, MurguretBa(ry,Eiilubeih Harris,and ice d!
- Philippa O'Keeffe continue to represent Vol . aﬁons
Regional Council on the Task Force, and their pubuc ‘
local knowlédge and determination will ensure

the.concerns of residents are heard.
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 From the rtroom
... From the Co'u oo -

Regional Councll repre- o
sented the resources F
treasure trove they'd i
been denied previously.

Our thanks to them for

staying with Regionloi
| Council in harsher hmps.

>§. ' We could not survive if
K the staff did not spend _ :
Yo excessive hours on behalf p

i ‘ of the community.
There was one particular ‘
day this year when{ - ‘

THE NEwW SOUTH.WALES‘ DEPARTMENT O
POGITION FAPER 2 1ponp, isskes - )

There are twa § rtant legal aspecls involving Stale Govermment that have not

been entirely resolved: - .

1. The legal means to atqiire t e Tight Lo mine sand in Botany nay outside of

the area needod for the Ay wilhoul yeri ring a separale EIS under Stale

law. If 1o suchneans EXTSLS e { iy Turway proposal could be substantially
delayed and.mogt likely defeated,

F TRANSPORT

ocd,
=
o .
y lings in the Lond & Envirenment Regionq] CounCl_l IS(I] -
Caurt broweht 16 g mans documents . - = long-term organisation - |
demunsiraling that the State and 1"0:1:‘;-]'" ! A[;';éf,‘-f?".-'-.}‘,\“.\‘pw - O it's been around fora - |
-Governtuents wenl fe greal ivnulhslu-.\ LH ) g Mar _\V‘j‘__‘r-‘.’.““‘ ) C ) - and it's GlWCIyS
e framment and planning ks - Ar 7/”\5'(, -«‘J.J‘.J\‘UNH. , : long time:, i |
el NSW ens 1 i AlAps,. O : . |
sm:l-:::‘\, |:;l:- 'lr'hini Runway, A Tian M\{"‘-"\fl-.‘.'v-j-;’l'l1h1r§1?€-‘“?“‘ d . taken a longterm view. |
applying L N - Az Spore . B ! . ? |
e goscrmnents negosined rethe 1 RO G, & Many people who are i
ratsamdinade regulmionsiaensurethe i g g [ o still invelved have been :
Koy ol 5l s Folera joiefiction, e e o L activists from the days of
. W16 cnvironneenis i vy, Vitagy, Nsfn,. €
e :"(;l‘::"‘t:l::lcc(r":\‘lr:;:- tws for il fn Hn‘"},-f' "oy ;;ﬁ ey, TE"‘"'I " O resident actionin the §
statement (LK1 RS o ! Wi e Tangg e iy, : -
nssarcinted dredpiog of Botiny Iy ('(ll.lf(l e “”;’::'r'\ - -'n;-:.:r.:‘f LT “'_;?‘nru ;,n(fj:-' C/) < ear;y 70s. In those dClyS
avoided, ) . T "‘d‘v“‘f {::. ) 1 i lag m CD
' . ) e H
i
—
|

QOMMXWEALTH NEGOTIATI NG PGSITICN . .

L welal‘:h_ofﬁuzrs ah the doin o) alo/(.‘unronmallhl\h‘rmt Ca

a pon-conciliatory allilude to nryolialions,  1x argues fhat;

- tha Commomemialh decision {s Tinely balaneed and could b Eipord i favonr .

of 2ry's Creck i€ Wit ional ot 5 A bkl on U Lhitd runway,

Unavoidable CanRbiucton costs ape Tising Lo a level equivalent Lo a small
damestic ai ot al l\arhmy‘s-cwék.

the State wanis Uhe Lhipd TUAY more {han the

stands to Le e main l.\:-lmfu:iazy. 1L should Lk
cosks, N

MRLLtee hive revealed

the Conmonwealth because it
Rrefore ahsoib all cxlernal

visited the office. Faye _.
waQs organising the r
campaign against the !
cutting of Round @ of o |
HACC, Marg was finishing - :
off our applicationfor
funding under ’rhe}r;ew |
Housing Communities _
Assistance Progrorpme, :
Edwina was organising i
the Tongan No’riono!' Day, L
and Martine producmg o
yet another ‘Inner Voice",
They were s¢ busy that all
| could do was sign the
funding application, 3
make them cups of ;
coffee and sif forlornly by L\
wondering how The\( i
manage to keexp going.
Greg Hawken

1) May tnag

Vear St '
h’cw_swlhﬁw.-luku_m £,
Dtoartment) ‘rmentat
- Srduer iKlyzara,
Provesed gy

lll_,lu.ulnmul_(:lhA
d_:mllhi,Almuil.(th‘ﬂlmth
vun-y_n;.shLAj.rnu_u.hn_‘ltunxu:l

L Weiser ta oy tlEphone converantion on May 1929
2, L L L LT P PRECS % and 4ol Phn Eatlmara, we
TR KUl i ab, Hoen sy mlen
e =1t in Dinteny Day, wpg that
dinated wiih tha Barlrapanajap,
Frelers Bonsd MDYy o, Potuny

* N en oy
bt e Maritima e,

Camman wanith,
I Planniny And

nylrnnmenin
he Sintm 40ty

= Who Does Care? i
Seminar N
» Follow-up of Inner City®
Inferchange Seminar
«NCOSS consulfation on
the development of 0‘
*Consultation Protocol
(at ¢ local level this
involved making 176
phone calls to urge _
people fo aftend)

* HACC Campgign to |
overturn decision noT fo -
provide growth funding

«© 43




Hestoring _.f‘]nh' Lmplayment
Depeloping Austealia

ORI SYONEY
CAPIMINIEY
L EOMIUI A TION

smoay
1UTH FERAUARY 1004
1,00 AAL < 100 P,

THANSPONT TOCIAL 1108
19 NECINT 57

CHIVINBALE
(OHF EMOADWAT)

Spealirn WA YNE SWAN, MP
prot. FRANK STILWELL, spany vawernsy

Tiw Govsenmient st fe hra:
& ddaw to ger fram bugh o ko rmorghament?

Ksvrbp 222t

Inner Syduny FCSD g
h: 8PE 248) For: 2MEOESD

Chairpersen

'Boarﬂ of Directers 1983/94

ople attended to listen to
n, funder/provider splits t

f speakers on issues
uture of the

community or. ,
The conference was an important one as it showed many community ,
workers and public servants that free market principles don't work in the .
community .sector even though many politicians and.bureaucrats would
like to see us go that way.

The conference was organised jointly by Regional Council, NCOSS, Public
Sector Research Centre and the Social Policy Research Centre UNSW.

HOUSING COMMUNITIES ASSISTANCE
PROGRAMME

Regional Council was successful in its
“application for funds dnder the Housing
Communities Assistance Programme and Cara
McDougall was appointed o our staff in April.
Cara's job is to help break down isolation and
dislocation of groups and individuals in the
_area and to work with them o so that they have
greater control of the decision making that
affects their lives on the estates. Cara has
already worked on securily issues, the ’
establishmeni of a new tenants group, regular
meetings with management on maintenance
~and upgrading and the es!abiish_ment of an
Estates Advisory Board.




Malor Activiﬁiss

» Regional
. Consultation on
1 went 10 see a movic - it was called “Jucagsic Park” is faith is strong and his zeal is fiery “Federal
A lot of folk were frightencd as we sal there in the dark. fle sits on the Charidies Inquiry ~
“Well did the movic scarc you't” they asked when | came out.  fie belicves in.cure b not prevention R . Employment Green
“Hell, no!" I said, “there’s much worse things than dinosaurs — And he can’t stamd government interveniion Paper "REStOI'ing |

-about” Full Employement"

. ” Thismonsteracts in wayslhulﬁ:cbodldangcrousand unhcalthy, .
I've scen.a real live monster, he ‘s evorywhere tiese days, ~ He belicves in culling Laxes 1o “incentivate” the wealthy, to assist NCOSS and

He °s ripping up socicty is a thousand subtlc ways. But then | s “Equalily’s a thing we can't § ACOSS in their . |
o bk : responses. Speakers.
Wayne Swan, MP, :
and Prof. Frank .
Stilwell ' ,
* First Community

" it ¥
“Community development
He's indo Blaming viclims, |
Like a predatory, desuuctiv

Refrain:
He wears fine sui
Hisega's large b
He goes to bed
He's an Ecornon
He's not the sar
He believes in

"

aissez faire”,
s millignaire,

his shoes arc shiny
brain is tiny

and he never pet pissed
tionatist!

01 Or HiC

called GDP,
place to park it
th in the market

Refrain: :
e wears fine suits,...

Don’t be fooled if he seems {ri ] ayments 10 "incep,
Australia

'Cause he makes Tyrann rivatiscg

Conference, held in
Melbourne in
December. Marg
and Faye attended.
* Solution or
Sellout? Major
conference on
€conomic

And he places all i

He lakes unsuspecting {
‘He tums them indo numbe;
He's got econontic models and he
And lorgeis that what he's dealing

¢ numbers through,
really me and you. s

He's not the sort of monsicr who ha
But he's good at crunching number

Ly teeth and claws,
clectronic jaws,

His weapon's the computer and the ca Tast, , rationalism in
And if you don't look out, he'll nake a the past.
rcason and - ) healt_h and o
Refrain: , N cornmunity sectors.
He wears fine suits.,.. . ) Cau_sc he makes Tyran look like Blinky Billl « Inner Voice "Big-
e talks incomprehensible jargon, Refrain; : . ' C h Sell Out” ed_itiqn
He's swapped his award for an enterprise bargain H1e wears fine suits ..., . » HOUSil"lg '
He's got the key io the world's salvation, . [
Ard the name of the key is privatisation. ' lic's a dangerous prehistoric shark, : ’ Communities :
. | [ ’ He's a monster ot of Jurassic Park, Assistance '
You'll find himt on the Chavitics Inquiry these days, With just one very impariant distinction - :
With his ik of "murket forces™ am‘(ll hgculi [0['"’1‘.1501’ puys™ I"'m aj’ml‘d he's sJJi'!! aﬂong way from extinclion... Prograrmne. :
- And his bias 1gwards the big groups *caiase he thinks they never e - Cara McDou'gall
{ail and beeause they're cipuipped o make cconomics of scale, ) 24 ' appointed in April
He forgets about communitics and the things that make them » HACC Across the’ ) .

thrive, .
He forgets about the skills they have in managing their lives
He 1alks of consullation, but his talking is deccit’ .
‘Cause be never hears the voices of the people in the strecl.

State formed -

» "Closing Doors"
-and "Hands off
Refrain: ) HACC" Campaigns
e wears fine suiis....

Still working on:

= South Sydney
Public Housing
‘Taskforce

» NCOSS Regional
Forum

» DCS Consultation
. Protocol .

» Interagencies and -
Neighbourhood :
Centres's Forum

"The Econemic Ralionolist" was wrillen by M-
Inner Sydney Neighbourhond
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A crowning year for us, with new
equipment, new partnerships, new
staff, and a final turn of the wheel
which saw words like "regionalism"
and ""community development'' come
-back into fashion (it was a long time

out in the cold hey!) | : o A
- Marg got a big surprise for her 601’1‘- ~ Chairperson Philippa O'Keeffe Vice-Chairperson
birthday (we think she's fashionable - Terry Murphy Secretary Jack Carnegie

Treasurer Mary Devine
Working Party Delegates Botany Barbara Delcasse
_Leichhardt Diana Clark Randwick Caroline
Mason Gillian Collinson South Sydney Anne
T Giles Barbara King Sydney Vivienne Pusey
e _j ' Waverley-Woollahra Jane McGregor

.again now too!)

FORWARD

o ¥ '
HE PAST Actlvities

+ Forward to tbe Past, helping the
Neighbourhood Centres' Forum organising this
‘conference in light of the Industry Commissjon -

Inquiry into-Charitable Organisations
* Organising new projects - Consultation Project, .
and Video Project.
+ Commaunity Australia Conference - Adelaide
* Public Housing Taskforce finalising report
* Partner in new Waterloo Resource Centre with
University of New_-Soufh Wales, Department of
Housing and South Sydney Council
* Dental Services Plan
» NCOSS regional liaison
"o interagencies
* HACC forums
» HACC Across the State
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. .As many of you will be aware, Marg discovered some-
time in the '70s that there was one true book that provided a
divine pattern for life, It defined the possibilities of existence

- UWASIS. This classification of services provides thatibasic

structure for Inner Voice. It seems only right that a fau} ¢on-

sideration of Marg’s first 60 years should consider hfe s eight
goals as laid down in the book of UWASIS.

Goal 1 - Optimal Employment
Is it a fact that Marg Barry is the only employee whose paid

hours go down as her workload goes up? Is it also a fact that

Marg’s idea of a good night out is when she can work through
till dawn uninterrupted?

Goal 2 --Optimal Health
Is it a fact that Marg Barry doesn’t age? Will we all be send-
ing our grandchildren (o Marg for a lesson in life; or is the

“deep end” teaching method oniy applicable to somal work

students?

Goal 3 - Optimal Matérial Needs _
Isita fact that Marg has no material needs? Isn't it also a fact
that Marg only lives in a house so her phone won’t get wet?

Goal 4 - Optimal Education

Is it a fact that the Board of the Regional Council c0n31dcred
" investing in a-confessional booth so that those with questions
about inner city life could consult Marg in peace and privacy?

Is it true that the plan failed when, on a test run, Marg’s an-

swer to the first question took three hours, and the queues

blocked traffic? Is it also a fact that this was Marg’s version

of traffic calming,

Goal 5 - Optimal Environinent

Is it not a fact that Marg drives that distinctive little van so

that trucks will see her coming and divert away in fear? Is
this triggering a trend towards little yellow vans which has

given rise to the myth that Marg Barry is everywhere, soyou’d

better watch out?

* Goal 6 - Citizen’s Rights and Safety

Is it-a fact that citizen’s rights are really of no-interest (o Marg
Barry? Is it.true that her only reason for urban action is so
she can get control of commumty radio and TV and resume
her career directing musicals?

Goal 7 - Optimal Family Support

Is it a fact that the true hero for Inner Sydney is Marsha Barry,
.whose death wishes on family enemies proved so effective
that Marg moved into urban action to reduce the carnage?

Goal 8 - Optimal Resources and Organisation

Is it not a fact that Marg has demonstrated, for once and for
all, that the true. resources for community action are the hu-
man spirit and a love of your neighbours. Is there more in
this UWASIS book that was ever dreamed of in heaven or
earth?

from Colin Menzies' Roasi‘- of Marg

ROBYHN EDWARDS

- PHILLIP IR










Forward to the Future

s the Co-ordinator and longest serving staff member, it falls to me to wrap

1 up this very special edition of ‘Inner Voice'. And I've been asked io do a bit
B8 of crystal-ball gazing into the next twenty years, drawing on my experiences

and knowledge of the past twenly. :

There will always be a place for an organisation like Regional Council! Someone to
oppose the excesses of the “powers that be” . Someone 10 keep the community in
community services. Someone who really understands that community development is
about communities being in control and adequately resourced to solve their own

. problems. Someone who really puts people first!

I have often described Regional Co'unci! as heading in the one straight direction,
while fashionable policies and practices come and go, at times crossing our path-and
bringing rewards as we are again seen as being in step, at other times being so far
off the plot that we are seen as either mad or dangerous. We have kept the faith! Our
biggest challenge in the next 20 years will be to continue o keep the faith, while all
the crazy new schemes come and go . What form they will take, we can only imagine,
but they will be identifiable by their top down control, constant restructures, unwork~ '

able assumptzons and bureaucratic self interest.

Everything runs in cycles, and patterns repeat rhemselves. Philippa empha_sised that
in her Foreword, and this special Anniversary edition of Inner Voice confirms it.

" We've entered the post-industrial agel information technology. If the long-range

forecaster are right, it will take about 50 years to crank up to the next age. Hope-

fully, it will be the age of co-operationicollaboration where small is beautiful.

" For this region the next ﬁve‘ years will be even more difficilt as we run up to the Year

2000 and the Sydney Olympics - a two- weeks' round of circuses and cake. For many,
Marie Antoinette's “Let them eat cake” will hold true (but then look what happened
to Marie Antoinette). .

"Man is not an island", but the present economic rationalist ideology, with its cult of
the individual pits-person agdinst person, group agamst group - it is the anntheszs of
co-operation and collaboration: ‘

The old Papuan saying: If you plant for one year - plant rice; If you plant for ten
years - plant trees; If you plant for one hundred years - plant peaple! ‘

X2 Marg Barry




PHONE
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